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PRINTER 


TO THE READER. 


EN 1 1. "vac 
Whening peruſed this 
Gsghort Treatiſe, traſla- 
ted into English, and 
ſeat vnto me by a friend; I was 
ſtraight moued with carte 
deſire to ſet the ſame forth in 
Print, hoping that many wold 
reape great benefit by reading 
it, & come to be reſoluedin the 
may neſt of the Contronerſyes 
that now diſturbe the Chriſtia 
-- #23 - * Wourr 


Tarr Preracs. 
world: yea ſuch a Cotrouerly, 
as the knowledge therof is the 


beginning of al Truth, & con- 


trarywiſe Errour therein the 
fountaine of all Contentions. 


For if both ſides, Proteſtants as 
well as Catholikes, would ad- 


mit ſome viſible ludge, lining 


on earth, eadued with full au- 
thority to decide their contro- 
uerſyes, about the ſen ſe of Holy 
ſctipture, by ſentence infallible 


& not obnoxious vnto deceit, 


Contentions might be ſoone 


ended, and an vniuerſall peace 


throughout Chriſtendome, for 
in matters of Religion, eſtabli- 
T 

Nov the contrary currant 
perſwa- 


5 — —e— , — te 


* 


a 
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perſwaf on, That Scri pturs are 
cleare and perſpicuous in all 


points of Controuerſy, and 
their true ſenſe apparent & ob- 
uiousto euery ſimple man, that 
shall, attentiuely peruſe the 
1 ext; hath opened a wide gp 


for all Hereſyes to enter into 
Chriſtendome, rending in pee- 
ees the Peace & Vnity therof, 
and depriuing the ſame of all 


meanes by which Cotentions 
may be brought to ſome finall 


end. For men being once per- 


ſwaded, that they ſee the I ruth 


in all points of Religion cun- 


8 trouerted, no lefle cleerly shi- 


ning in the Holy Scriptures, 
then the Sunne doth atnoone 


* * day; 


ien, 
day; they muſt needs condem- 
ne, as erring, & wanting the 
light of Gods ſpirit, all others 
that shal vnderſtand the Scrip- 
tures otherwiſe then they do. 
And this ſo peremptorily, as 
they willcontemne the ſenten- 
ce of any Paſtour or Paſtours, 
that shal ſit in iudgment vpon 
the Cõtrouerſy. 4 
This preſumption of light 

to vnderſtãd the Scriptures a- 
boue their Elders, ſo much 
proclaymed in Proteſtãts pul- 
pits, makes our Aduerſaryes 
diſagree implacably, and with- 
out hope of reconcilement, not 
only frõ vs, but alſo betweene 
themſelues: Vea (as a Proteſtãt 


„ef 


nm A 


2 
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Tar PRE FACE. 
of great aa cus e e 
with the proceedings of their 


conceit Rath made thouſands , 
ſo headſtrong, euen in grofle 
& palpable errors; that a man, ® 
Whoſe _— will ſcarſe ſerue 
him to vtter fiue words in en! 


Eccleſ, 


Folis. 


Churches, complaines ) this 2. 


119 % 


. ſible manner, blusheth not, in » 
any doubt concerning matter ® * 


of Scripture, to thinke his own | 


bare Tea,as good as the Nay of, 


all the vile graue, and learned » 
judomets that are in the whol » 
world : which Inſolency muſt . 
be repreſſed, or it willbe the ; 5 
bane of Chriſtian A ag » 


Thus he. 
This inſolent dodtine is 
in 


Tre PREFACE. . 
in this I reatiſe ſolidely, brief. 
ly, & perſpicuoully confuted, 1 
and the necellity of a liuing YI 
> Judge, aſſiſted by Gods ſpecial Nl} 
prouidẽce infallibly to decide 
the Controuerſyes of Religi- 
on, is ſo cleerly demonſtrated, 
that I conceaue great hope, 
that many by the peruſal ther- 
of, will calt off the forclayd } 
proud Hereticalt perſwaſion, 
- which themſelues are forced to 
confeſſe to be the bane of Chri 
ſtianity . I pray God this my 
wish may take effect, and thou 
that art. a Chriſtian, reape as ö 
much comfort by the reading 
thereof, as I wish vnto thee. 


QF: 


THE IVDGE 


| OF. 
CONTROVERSIES. 


EE REH we treat of 


Ytrouerſies in matters 
Religion: about 


elikes, and our Ad- 
” vetfaries do differ. 
Our Aduerſaries for the moſt part do 
hould; that Scripture alone is the Rule 
and ludge of all Controuerſies in mat- 
ters of faith and religion: Ana that out 
ofit alone all conttouerſies M hatſocuey, 

A may 


the Iudge of Con- 
<< . Faith& 


which we Catho- 


— 


1 Of the Iudge 
may be decided and ended, without 
any other Traditions, or authority of | 
the Church. This they proue three | 
"Wayei; 
iet bes. God in the old Teſta: : 
* ment did [cad the [ewes to Scripture 
d , only,as vnto their Iudpe; for we teade 
I. 8. 20 in the Prophet Iſaias: To the lam and teſli- 
mony. The ſame alſo doth Chriſtin the 
loan. 5-39: new,when he ſay th, Search the Scriptures. | 
And the men of Berœa followed this 
counſell of Chriſt, of whom it is 
AR.r7-u.yrimten ,that they were daily ſearching the 
Scriptures iftheſe thingi wert ſo- a 
Secondly ceaſe Godin the ould | 


Teſtament hath commanded that no- 


thing ſhould be added to the Scripture, 
on thall not ad to the word (ſayth he) that!! 
{peake to you. And againe, VVbat I com- 
mann thee , that only do to our Lord: neitbern 
adde any thing nor diminibb.LikewiſcChriſt : 
him ſelfe and his Apoſtles , in the new 
Law do condemne all Traditions, & 
will haue ys to be latisfied with Scrips 
' Mat. xg. 6. ture jew hs. as in S. Matthew, You bane 
made ſruſtrate the commundement of God for 
Galat«r.13-your Tradition, And againe. [ perſecuted the 
Charch 2 God (layth S. Paul) being more 
abound anily 


Dt. 462. 


Deut 12.32. 


0% — es. 3 
aboundantly an emulatour of the tradittons of 


according to the tradition of men. 

| Thirdly , becaule S. Paul plainly 

X doth confeſſe, that only Scripture by 
it ſelfe is ſufficicar, when-he faith, 41 


to argue, is conuert, to mitrud in iuſtice: fbr 


N. N the man of God may be perſect, inſtructed 


to cuery good works. And the lame Apoſtle 
accurſeth them who thinke that any 
ching ought to be added to the Serip- 
cute. f ay (ſayth he) Euangelixe to Jon 
= beſides that which gou haue receiued, be be ana- 
thema. The ſame allo S. loby doth wit- 


= neſſe. I teſtiſy (layth he) to ener one bea= 


1 ring the words of the Propheſy of this booke, "2 


1 any man shall ad to theſe things, God hal ad. 


I vpon bim the plagues written in this booke , Sa 
far our Aduetſar ies. 

But Cathol ikes make a diſtinction 
bet wixt the ludge and the Rule. They 
call that the ludge which giueth len- 
¶tence bet wixt them that contend. And 
that the Rule according to the which 
ſentence is giuen by the ludge. They 
. {uppoſing this diſtinction teach three 
43 A? 2 t hings. 


m ſore- ſathers. And allo: Beware leaſt a collaſla. 8. 
wan ſeduce 10u by Phileſopby , and vaine fallacy 


ſcripture inſpired of God , is profitable to teach, Tom — 


. Of the Indee | 

things. Firſt that the Church it the 
Iudge of Controuerſies. Secondly that 
the Rule which the Church doth fol- 
low in giuing of ſentence, ought not 
to be the Set ipture only, but ſcriptute 
and tradition togeather. Thirdly that 
the Church according to this rule, may 
pronounce ſentence two wayes: ey ther | 
by the Pope, who is Head and Paſtour 
of the Church:orcls by generall Coun- 
cells approued by him, the wbich do 
repreſent the Church. By both Which 
meanes the ſentence cannot but be in- 
fallible. For neyther is it poſſible that 
the Pope ſhould erre in faith, to whom 
it is ſayd in the perſon of S. Peter, I haus 
praied for thee, that thy faith may not ſaile: 
Neyther the Councellslawtully aſſem. 
bled, by reaſon of the promile of Chriſt; 
Behould I am with you alwayes,cuento the can· 
ſummationof theworld. „ 
Now to the end I may the better 
confirme this opinion and conuince 
the other, I purpoſe to vſe fix argu- | 
ments by the which I will manifeſtly # 
proue thattheſcripturconlyisnot ſuffi. | 
eĩent to be the ludge of all Controver-' | 
fies, The Firſt fhalbe taken from the 
N office 


Of Controuerſies . 5 
officeofa Iudge which cãnot beginca 
to the Scripture, The ſecond from the 
Scripture it lelfe, in the which two 
things are to be conſidered, the bare 
letter, and the meaning therof, The bare 
let ter doth kill, as the Apolile ſa) th: the 
mean ing or ſenſe is obſcure and hard 
to be vnderſtood, and therefore it nee- 
deth ſome other Iudge or interpreter. 

Ihe third ſhalbe drawne from the con. 
trouerſies themlelues which are in que, 
ſtion, for there are ſome controuerſies 

XZ which cannot be decided by ſcripture 

leing there is no mention at all made of 

themin the ſcripiure. The fourth ſhalbe 
taken dut from the vſe and practiſe of 

XZ thcold teſtament, in the which not the 

ſcripture but the high Prieſt is acknow- 


iſt:; ledged to be Judge. The taft out of the 


like vſe and practiſe of the new teſta- 


ment. The ſixt js gathered out of the 


XZ Analogy or proportion of the Cinill 
3 Indge, concerning the queſtions and 
controuerſies which fall out in the ci- 
Juill gouerment or Common Wealth. 
For the written law is not the Iudge of 


r | ſuch controuerfies, but the Prince or 


ſome peculiat Iudge appointed by him 
FE „ al or 


6 . Oftheludee 

or his Counſell. 0 46g 
Moreouer I will examine the te- 
ſtimonies of the Scripture, brought in - 
— againſt ys in the beginning. By the ex- 
mining ofthe which I will infer three 
«things. Firſt that ſome of them do 8. 
ther make for the Catholikes then fer 
the Proteſtants, and eſpecially that of 
the which moſt of all they bragge and | 
boaſt, Search the ſcriptures. Secondly that 
others of them belong nothing to the 
matter of which we ſpeake. And laſtly! 
that the Proteſtants, who'only ſeeke to 
obtaine the victory out of theſcripture, 
are altogether ignorant of the ſenſe or 
meaning of it. But now I will begin 
withour owe arguments 1 


The Scripture alone is not the Iudec of 
Controuerſiet, com. erning matters | 
of Fayth and Religion. 
I. ARGVMENT, 
Dram ne from the Office of a Judge. 
T* x firſt argumẽt which isdrawn | 
I from the office ot the ludge thus I 
propound. He that is the Iudge betwixt 
, | | two | 
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ewo at variance, ought in ſuch manner 
te: to pronounce the ſentence that both of 
tin them may plainly perceive what the 
x ¶ſentence of the Tudge is, ſo that the one 
ree ¶ may ſee it is for him, and the other that 


rait is againſt him, other w iſe the aduer- 
for W ſarics will neuer leave of their conten- 
tof tions, bur both will ſtill continue de- 
nd fending cheir cauſe , Bur the Seripture 
hat cannot do this, therefore — 
the cannot be the Iudpe of al eontrouetſics. 
ily ; TheMaiot is eleate. I he Minor I proue; 
to Becauſe the Luiherans and the Caluinilts 
re, for theſe many ycares haue jarrcd and 
or warred concerning all theſe articles. 

zin 2x. TheBaptiſmeof Children. 


2. The reall prelence of Chriſt in 
the Holy Euchariſt. | 
3. Predeſtinatiov. _ 
4. The perſon of Chriſt. ' 
35. Exorcilmes- 0 
4. The number & Canomof books 
of the Serip ture. 5 
| And yet notwithſtanding the ſcrip- 


"3 rure which they would Raue io be 
n ladge, could not hitherto, nor can de · 
1cCide or put an end to theſe controuer- 
xt fies. Hitherts it bath neuer beene heard 


that 


A4 


8 Of the Judge 
that euer ſentence was lo pronounced: 
by the leripture, that eyther the Lutberay 
or the Caluiniſts haue confeſled, chat it 
was pronounced either againſt the one 
or the other of them. And this is plaing, 
For as yet they both go forward, moſt 
bitterly itriuing & contending. Which: 
doubtleſſe they would neuer do, if they 
did perceiue that the ſentence were 
plainly giuen in their controuerſies 4 
fox then either the parties condemne 
would ceaſe from contending any lon- 
ger, and lubmit themſclues to the ſen· 
tence, or els they would appeale to 
ſome other Iudge, pretending theme 
lelues to be yniuſtly condemned. But 
neither of theſe do neyther. | 
Now thercfore that the force of 
this argument may more plaialy ap- 
peare, two things are to be conſidered: 
The one is, that che Lutherans and Cal- 
gimſis do openly confeſſe, that they ac- 
knowledg no other Iudgthen ſcripture. 
only. Which they affirme to be plaine, 
mainfeſt, euident. and ſuſicient by it 
elfe to decide all controuerſies whats 
ſoeuer in matters of faith and religion. 
& that no falſity r ertour gan be found 
| | In 


0 Contronerſies. _ 
in it. Theothcris, that although they 
have this Iudge, yet not withſtanding 
they obtaine nothing by, it but that 85 
the ir contentions ſtill grow greater, & 
greater, and they themſelues become ; 
more hatefull to each other, Out of 

which it followes, that eyther the 
ſcripture hath not hitherto pronoun - 
ced clearly, euĩdently, andufficiechtly 
that ſentence,or if it haue, thareythee 
the Lutherans or the Calutmiils are very 
ſtubborne and obſtinate, who will not 
yield to ſo manifeſtand ſo euiden a ſen · 
tence, of which two let them make 
their choyſe. 5 


II. ARGVMENT, 
Drawne out of the Scripture it ſelfc. 


N the Scripture two things are al- 

| waics to be confidcred, to wit the 

bare letter, and the ſenſe, cuen as in a 

man, the ſoule and the body. Of theſe 
two, the holy Apoſtle as ſome inter- 

| 2 * — ſpeake, when he ſaith; the 
etter killeth but the ſpirit quic hat h ast hough i Cor. 3.6. 

he had ſaid, it — the — ion 
Nat. 95 meaning 


0 Of ibe Judge 
meaning and ſenſe of the Scripture; 
which is like the quickning ſoule and 
ſpirit it will helpe thee to ſaluation. 
But if theu neglect the true and lawfull 
ſenſe thereof, and ſticke only to the 
pla ine, bare, and outward letter, and 
ſtriue to make that the meaning and 
ſenle, vvyhich the bare letter only ſee- 
BY. meth to import, without doubt very 
[  ofccnthouwilefall into errour; This 
1 intetptetation S. Aaguſtine doth approue. 
2 e. 7 Oftentymes( ſayth he) O my dearely beloned 
Fer. brethren; 1 haue admonicbed your Charity, 
that in the Leſſons which theſe dates are read in 
the Church, we ought not to attend only to that 
which we are taught by the bare letter, but that 
we muſt ſeeke faithfully ( remouing away the 
yeile of the letter) a true quickning ſpirit : for 
the Apoſtle ſaith , ther the letter killeth , but the 
ſpreit quickneth. For the yuhappy Igwes, and the 
more vnhappy Heretthes whilſt they regard the 
meere ſound of the letter, as a body without the 
faule , ſo they remaine dead, without the quic k- 
ning ſpirit The like he hath in his third 
booke of Chriſtian doctrine in the 54 
Chapter. r 5 | 
This preſuppoſed two things are 
to be pr oued. The one. is that the(crip- 
| ture 


Of Controuerſies, 1 
ture if wereſpeRt the bare letter cannot 


poſſibly be the ludge of controuerſies. 


* 


The other is, that albeit we marke alſo 
the ſenſe and meaning ot it, yet neither 
ſo it cen be the ludge « Ihe former part 
is certaine, for that which leadeth men 
into errour and hereſie, cannot be the 
intallible Iudge of all controuerſies; 
but the ſcriptute it we reſpect the bare 
letter thereof leadeth men ingo errour 


and hereſy , therefore it cannot be the 


infallible Iudge of controuetſies. The 
Maior is plaine of it ſelfe; becauſe we 
ſeelce an intallible ludge to the end we 
may not erre :therforc that which lea- 
deth vs into errour is not an infallible 
Iudge. The Minor is euident dut of the 
Apoſtle:becauſe the ſcriprureaceording 
to the letter killeth, which is as much 
to ſay , it lea deth vs into errour. 

So it killed the lewes who ynder- 
ſtood all thoſe things which wete fore - 


tould of Chriſt, according vnto the 


bare letter, and did not perceiue the in- 
ward ſenſe thereof. Of whom the A 


poſtle {peaketh ſaying, for even vntill thus. Corgay. | 


day when Moyles is read, 4 veile is pat vp 
their barts; that is, yet the Iewes. do not 
| vadcritand 


1 Of the Iadge 
vuderſtand Mpyſes whom dayly they 
read, by reaſon that they do not ſcarch 
into the inward ſenſe and meaningof 
him, but are ſatisſied with the bare let. 
ter. Or els more plainly: They do not 
acknowledg Chriſt, who is hidden in 
Moſes from their fight vader the exter- 
nall ccremonics' and ſacritices even as 
vnder acoucring veyle. For euen yet 
they ſticke in the veyle, not conſidering 
hat doth ly hid vndet it. 
And this is it that Chriſt reprehen+ 
deth in ſaying: Searchtheſcripeures, for you 
Joan. 5. 39, thinke in them to haus liſe euerlaſt ing: And the 
ſame are they that giue teſtimony of me, and you 
will not come to me that you may haue life . As 
though he had fayd If you deſire to 
know certainly that I am the Meſſ.a 
promiſed of God (of whom Meyſes and 
the Prophets haue written) you muſt 
not only content your ſelues with rea- 
ding of the ſcripture, but alſo ſearch di- 
ligently into the inward ſenſe & mea- 
ning, which licth hidden vnder the 
out ward letter asynder a certainefigure 
and ſhaddow. But this hitherto you, 
haue not ptactized. For although you, 
be perſw aded that euerlaſting lite 18 — 
97 a 
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be found in the Scriptures, yet in what 


particuler manner you are to ſeeke it 
there; that you may find it, hereof you 
are altogether ignorant. It is not placed 
in the outward letter, or in the exter- 
nall figures and ceremonies, as you 
imagin but in the ſpitit, ſenſe and ſecret 
miſter ies thereof: There ſeeke me, and 


you ſhall finde me. 


But the letter killeth not only the 
Icwes, but alſo the heretikes. For many 
therefore haue died in their owne er- 
rours , becauſe they hauing forſaken 
the true ſenſe of ſcripture , which the 
holy & Catholike Church doth follow, 
tooke hold of another ſenſe according 
to the out ward hare letter. The which 
I will breifly make plaine by ſettin 
downe ſome few examples. 

The Sabellians held that there were 
not three diuine perſons of the B. Tri- 
nity but one only, to the which they 
gaue three diuers names in regard of 
three diuers offices or operations 
For they called the ſame perſon the 
Father, the Sonne, and the holy Ghoſt 


but in a diuerſe reſpect. The Father 


for that he was the author of all crea- 
tures 


14 .. Of the Judge 
tures, the Sonne becauſe he tooke our 
humaine nature of the B. Virgin, the 
holy Gholt tor that heſanRiticd vs, by 
his cucclaiting grace. Out ef cheir own 
opinion theretore is neceſſarily infet- 
red, that God the Father did dye aud 
ſuffer. For it there be but one petſon 
which is called the Father, Sonne, and 
holy Ghoſt, and that perſon did dye & 
ſuffer, it followeth thereupon that God 
| ; the father did dye and (uffcr; For this 
1 opinion they are called by S. Auguſtine, 
de her. cap. 
. Patropaſſi an: but from hence proce deth 
this ſo great an errour ? Truly from the 
letter that killeth. For according to the 
out ward letter they vnderſtood that 
Joan. 10.30 · place of S. Iobn, I and the Father am one, that 
the Father and the Sonne (and conſe- 
quently the holy Ghoſt) were one in 
perſon ,and yet in the ſenſe of the holy 
Church, although they be but one in 
nature, yet they are two in perſon. —_ 
The Axrians ſayd that Chtitt wag 
not God, but inferiour to him. But 
from whom had they this errour, but 
becauſe they forſakiag the ſenſe of the 
y, Churchexpounded the words of Chriſt 
18 3 according to the letter. The Father ((a * 
3 Ws . 


1 


þ * 
| ** of 
Sas L —— * 
4 1 14 * 2 oY 
1 — 
* 
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he) ; greater then 1, as it he had meant, to 
wit the Father is abſolutlyand in euery 


| rcſpc& greater then he. But the lenle of V ide Ath 2, 


the Church is that Chriſt according to ora. a cons; 
his bumaine nature only is leſſe then An, 

God the Father, but equall according Hila. lib. 5. 
to hix divine. In the former ſenſe is that 4 Trini-. 


to be vnderſtood, The Father is greater Augufielih, - 


then I: in the other this, I & the Father Aba, | 


are one, and ſo all do agree very well 4. & 4 
together. Ing & lb. de 
The Macedonians did deny the holy Tris. g. 2. 
Ghoſt to be God, but out of vy hat groũdẽ 
Out of thekilling letter: forexpounding 
— of 2 22 according to the las 
the ſpiru ſearcheth all things , yes auen the pro- | 
ſundities of God, TD inferted, 8 85 

He that ſearcheth ſeelcet h, he that ſee- 

keth doubteth, he that doubteth is ig- 

norant, he that is ignorant is not God. So Thes- 
Therefore the holy Ghoſt is not God, philaB. D. 
But the Church interpreteth that place I bomanr 


thus . The ſpirit ſeercheth all, that is, doth G e.. 


penetrate orpicrc and comprehend all. e cha 


In the which lenſe God the Father alſo f | 
is ſayd to ſearch all. God doth ſearch the 5 Bn, 
harts of all. God ſearching the barts and 1. Pſal. 7 10. 


l the Lord ſearching barts . az. u. 


The . 5 
* — 3 

6 » . A. 
% , 8 
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16 . Of the Iudge 
The Maniclees did athirme that the | 
ould Teltament was contrary to the | 
new, and whetfore } Becauſe they 
ſquared all according to the outward 
lettet, into the which only if we looke, 
the one may ſee me to diſagree with the 
Jen 1. . other. For the old ſayth that Godcreated 
1 5 1 all things, the ne vv, that the / Vora create al. 
Joan g. V. Agaihe the old layth, that God made ma 
44. c ccording to bis image. But the new that 
Gen,» 1. man u oſ the diuell. In like manner the old 
Joan. 3. 1. ſayth that God did reſt the ſeanenib day ſrom 
Augu lib. all his worke. T e ne w, that God worketh yg- 
cont. Adi tig no. But S. Auguſtine (he weth out of 
mat. te lenſe of the Catholike Church how 
8 all theſe places agtee well together, the 
which ſeeme to be contrary according 
to the letter. For it doth not ehugne 
that God made all, & notwithſtanding 
that alſo all were made by the Word, 
as by the arte and example of God. 
Neither doth it repugne, that man was 
made according to the image of God in 
reſpect of his nature, and neuertheleſſe 
Vas of the diuell in reſpect of his ma- 
lice, and that God did ceaſe the ſeauent h 
day from the worke of creating the 
world, yet now doth alwayes worke 
. ; "IN 
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/ Controuerſies. 


World. | 
The Pelagians did deny original 


17 | 
in goucrning , and conſeruing thc 


ſinne, affirming that the ſinne of Adam 


did only hurt himſelfe, but not his 
poſterity. But from whence do they 


er this? Out of the bare letter that 
illeth, becauſe it is written, that the Exch. 8, 
child shall not carry the iniquity of bis Father. 20. 
But the true ſenſe of this place, accor- 
ding to the expoſition of the Catholike i. Aux. 
Church, is, that the ſonne who is not in lib. poſt, 
partaker of the ſinne of his Father, ſhall -co/lation, 


not carry the ĩniquity of his Father, *P+7»- 
But if he be partaker of it he ſhall of 


neceſſity carry it. But now it ĩs certaine 
that all Adem: poſterity were partakers 
of his finne, according to that of S. Paul, 


in whom all ſinned But in what manner 


1 


all ſinned in Adam, is to be taught in 
ahother place; yet here in the mcane 
tyme I ſay that all ſinned in Adam, be- 
cauſe God conditioned with him as 
with the firſt origen,commonroore & 


Rem. 5, 225 


head of his whole poſterity, that if the 


commandement which God bad giuen 
bim, to wit that he ſhould not taſte of 
tlie fruit forbidden, both he and his 


B poſterity 


ide Mal- 


16 of the ludee 
poſterity ſhould remaine in Paradiſe; 
but if not, then both he and ali his 
poſterity being guilty & tranigreſſours 


of Gods la w ſhould be caſt out of para- 


diſc, which afterwards ſo fell out. 

There were alſo (ome ancient He. 
retikes, who altogether denied the re- 
ſurrection of our flcih. , becauſe they * 
found it written, It i the ſpirit that quick | 


Ioan. 6.63 neth, the flesb profiteth nothing . Which place 


they vnderſtanding only accord ing to 
fert. the out ward letter, not ſearching any 
Tertuli. in further into the inward ſenſe and mea- 
lib dereſur ning thereof, argued in this manner: 


cr. c 37. To what purpole ſhould the fleſh riſe 


at all, ſith it profiteth nothing? And 


out of the ſelfe ſame place the Calvinifts It - 


conclude againſt another verity. To 
whatpurpoſle ( ſay they ) ſhould Chriſt 

impart to vs his fle ſh in the Euchariſt, 

if the fleſh profit nothing ? Bot truly 

they both are deceaued by looking only 

into the bare letter which killeth: O- 

therwiſe one might conclude in like 
manner, ifthe fleſh doth profit nothing 

donatum At all, to what end did Chriſt take fleſh 
i cap , 6. to redeeme man? To what end was the 
loan, Word made fleſh? To what end 3 
5 | uffer 
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Contronerſies. 1s 
ſuffer in ie vpon the Croſſe f Certainly 
he did not all this to no purpoſe 


That the Scripture according to the 
ſenſe and meaning thereof , can- 
vot be Indge « 


B V Tthis being ſufficient aboutthe 
former part, wherc it is manifeſt 
both by the authority of the Apoſtles 
and alſo by divers ſundry examples, 
that the Scripture if we reſpect onlythe 
bare and outward letter thereof,cannot 
be the infallible Iudge in matters of 
Controuerly , beeauſe that the bare let- 
fer killeth, and bredeth great errours 
and hereſies: But now let vs proceed to 
the latter patt of this our argument, 
wh: tcin I wil declare, that if we regard 
the very ſenſe and meaning of theScrip- 
ture, the ſame can be noe competent 
Iudge of all Controuerſies in matters 
of fayth and Religion . The which I 
proue in this manner: The Scriptures 
according vnte the true ſenle thereof 
often tymes is obſcure, and very hard 
to be vnderſtood, & oftentymes about 
diſcervipg the _ ſenſe and r 

| 2 0 


20 Of the Iudge 
of it great Controuerſies do ariſe. But 
cuery Controuerly doth require ſome 
judge to determine the ſame, it is there- 
fore neceſſary that ſome Iudge be ap- 
1 poynted who certainly may determine 
which isthe true ſenſe of the Scripture, 
which cannot be theScripture it ſelfe, 
for of the ſenſe and meaning thereof 
there is Controuerlſy: and there fore it 
is neceſlary that ſome other be aſſigued 
beſides the Scripture. In this diſcourſe 
are certain principles grounded, Which 
are to be explicated and ptoued in par- 
ticuler one after another. The firſt i. 


| (1 That the Scripture often tymes , accor- 
Si! ding unto the ſenſe , is obſcure G- 
. hartl to be vnde rſtood. 


H His S. Peter doth teſtify in his 
later Canonicall Epiſtle, where 
ſpeaking of the Epiſtles of S. Paul he 
vſeth theſe wordes. Inthe which ( ſayth he) 
there are ſome thingshard tobe ynderſiood. Alſo | 
19 it may be confirmed diners waies. Firſt 
: Re by the example of the diſciples going | 

1 vnto Emmaus, who ynderſtanding not 
the Scriptures, were taught by Chriſt, 
Secondly. 


* x. Pet. 3. 18. 
1 9 7 Luc. 24.27 


\ it. 1 
CY LES : 


„% — 


an 


nation of deſolation to be moſt be 


Of Contronerſies. - 
Secondly by the Eunuch inthe 8.C hap- 

ter of the Acts 13. verſe, who being 

asked of S. Philip, whether he vnder- 

ſtood the Prophet 1ſay which he was 

then reading, anſwered in this mãner, 7 
How can I (ſayd he) vnieſſe ſome man hem A. 8.zr. 
me. Chirdly by the example of the A- 

poſtles, who vnderſtood not many Mat. 13.16. 
things which Chriſt had taught them. 

For his Diſciples coming to him ſayd, Mat. ic. ir. 
expound ys the Parable of the Cockle ſcede. | 


14 ga ine, hn de zou notynderſtad that 1ſayd not Luc. 18.34. 
oe breadto youtand they vnde i ſtood none of theſe 


things and ihis word was bid from them, & they 
vnder ſtood not the things ile were ſaza.. 
Fourthly by the common conlent of all 
the interpreters. Fox if the Scripture 
were eaſy, what nccde were there of 


ſo many interpreters? ſo many com- 
mentaries ? ſo many queſtions and con- 


troucrlies., Fiftly by many particuler 
places and bookes of ScriptureI proyg 
it hard: For who doth not perccaue 


| Exechiels propheſy about the viſiõ ofthe 


fourc beaſts to be moſt obſcure f Moreo- 


uer it plainlyappeareth Daniels propheſy 


of the 20e ekes, and of the abhomi- 


B 3 


2 Of the Tndee | 
ſith that in the ſearching into ĩt and in 
* theexplaining of it, it hath hitherto & | 
euen yet doth put many to their wits 
: end, as concerning the which Chriſt | 
t. 24. 0 himſelfe ſayd, he that readeth let bim vndere | 
Fuad. Furthermore euen in the whole 
Apocalipsof S. lebs many obſcure pla- 
ces and full of ſecret myſter ies may be 
found. And S. Hierom allo affirmeth in 
a ecrtaine epiſtle of his to Paulinum, that 
in it there are as many Sacraments or 
ſecret myſter ies as wordes. | 
But that in the other bookes of 
Scripture alls many obſcure and giffi- | 
cult places ai to be found, i: wel known 
to ſuch as read them: & to omit others 
let them ſpeake who in tymes paſt, not- 
withſtanding their daily reading of 
Set ipture with great diligence, cõfeſſed 
themſelues to haue beene very ignorant 
in many poſſages thereof, in which to 
be inſtructed and reſolued they had re- 
Fourſe to S. Auguſt ine, S. Hierome, and 
other moſt learned Fathers of the 
Church. Whereof the Epiſtles of the 
auncient Fathers themſelues do giue 
mple teſtimony, out of the which | 
ill put downe ſome. | K 


| | 
EE 
i | 
nn 
it | 
1 
. 
0 : 
: I 
: ö 
| | 
| z 


We 


of Comtronerſies. 23 
We reade then, that Pope Dameſuu 
asked counſellofs. Hierome about theſe 


| Queſtions. 
1. Wharignifiedthis, whoſceuer tha Gen, 4. n 
1 n ſeauen fould. Epiſt. 124, 


2. It all chings which God had 23, inter © 


Erift. 
made were very good, to what end % 


| did he commaund Noeeto take into the ;, lid. 


Arke as well thoſe beaſts which were 
yndleanc, as thoſe which were cleane, 
fichthac nothing can be good whichis 
vncleane | 
3. Wherefore did Abraham receaue 
Circumciſion for a ſigne or ſcale of his 
fayth ? And wherefore did Iſacc though 1. 
a juſt man, and deate to God, deceaued 
by crrour, bleſſe not whom he would, 


but whom he would not. 


4. What was the interpretation of Iſey Epi. 142. 
the Prophets viſion, concerning the 
Seraphim and Triſagio. 
Euagrius asked of the lame 5. mie; Epiſt. 126, 


Whether Melcbiſedech: Who ble ſſed Abra 


ham, were of a more diuine natute, and 
not be talen for a man. 
Dardanm alſo inquired as concer- 251. 114. 
ning this. What that Land of promiſe 
was from whence the lewes returning 
B 4 out 


A Of the Julge 
if out of Ryypt arc ſayd to haue poſſeſſed, 
[ik ſeing that it could not be Paleſtine  be- 
1 caulc that was poſſeſſed of their aunce- 

ſtours before, and mig ht ſcemmons 
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| e * queltios to im- 
1 Epiſt no. ft Wu. at Epbodbad, & Teraphim fignt: 
2 ficd in the Hebrew tongue? 


Epiſft . 17. 2. What was the fi izaification ,of 
Alleluia, Amen Maranatha ? | 


* 1 
\ 


. Whatwas Diapſalma. | 

= of | 5 Whas was _ What fuj | 
excuſſorum, of the w hich is made menti- 

on in the 126. pfalme. 

5. What ate thoſe things which 

neicher eye hath ſeene, nor bare hath 

f heard, nor haue aſcended into the hart 
of man, which God hach prepared for 


them 


Of Contronerſies. 25 
them that loue him. And how agiinc Epiſt. 148. 
the Apoſtle doth infer: But God by the 
v . Shoſt hath reueiled vnto vs. And 
ümnmuneiled to the Apoſtle, w he- 
ocale it to others. 
Apoſtle ſayth : Then 
tft, withall halbe taken K. 4s 
em in the clouds to meete ©7 * 
e. Whether this is to be 
ome that Went to hca- 
before they dyed, ſeing 
4 ſhall die, as it is ſaid 37%. 
f S. Iohn, leaſt that any 
dye. : 5 
= gin of Rome deſired of Efi/ 140» 
him the expoſition of that plalme, Ery- 
ctauit cor meum verbum bonum. Epiſt · 135. 
-- Sania and Fretells requeſted by wri- | 
ting whether in that Contention in 
the which the Latins diſſent from rhe 
Grecian concerning Dauids Plalter, the 
lewes agree more with the Grecians thẽ 
with the Latins, | 
Hedibia a noble woman of France Epiſt. 50. 
ſent to 8. Hierom by a Pilgtime to pro- 
poſe theſe doubts. | 
r. How that place of Chriſt Gould 


be ynderſtoodjto'wit, 10 il oi drinke ſtom 
B 5 bene 


ed, 
be⸗ 


ce- 


OO. 8 ? 
Thc Okiginnl 


Mat. 26. 29 


24 _ - Of the Iulge 

out of Ryypt arc ſayd to haue poſſeſſes, 
leing that n could not be Paleſtine, be- 
cautc that was poſſeſſed of their aunce- 
ſtours before, and might ſeeme rather 

: to be te ſerued then promiſed . 

Eyiſt. nr,  Fitalademaunded of the fame great 
Doctour; Whether it were true which 
we find recorded in Scripture , that 
Salomon and achaz begat children when 

Epiſt. 39. they were but elcuen yeares ould. 

* Cyprian asked what was the true ex- 
poſition of that moſt hard Pſalme, 
which beginnerh thus: Domine reſugium 
factw es nobis. 

Marcella a noble woman of Rome amõg 
others propoſed thele queſtiõs to him. 

Eyiſt. no. 1. Waat Epbodbad, & Teraphim ſigni⸗ 
fied ia the Hebrew tongue? | 

Epift y. 2. What was the fi 1 „of 
Alleluia, Amen Maranatha ? 

\ Feiſt. 138. 3* What was Diapſalma. | 

| Fpiff n. 4: Whas was Panis doloru ? what fl 

exciſſorum, of the which is made menti- 
on in the 126. plalme. 
5. What are thoſe things which 
neither eye hath leene, not dare hath 
heard, nor haue aſcended into the hart 
of man, which God hath prepared for 


them 


Of Controuerſes. 235 
them that louc him. And how agiine g . 148. 
the Apoſtle doth infer : But God by the 

holy Ghoſt hath reuciled vnto vs. And 

if it were reuciled to the Apoſtle, 1 he- 


ther he allo did reueale it to others 


6. When the Apoſtle ſayth: Then i 
we that line, that are wy hall shalbe taken Bl 4% . 


vp together with them in the clouds to meete 7 


Cbrif into the ajre, Whether this is to be 
vndcritood of ſome that Went to hea- 
ven with Chriſt before they dyed, (cing 
that Henoch and Elias ſhall die, as it is ſaid 5%. 
in the Apocalips of S. lohn, leaſt that any 
may not be ſayd to dye. | 

Principiaa Virgin of Rome deſired of FÞiſ+ 140». 
him the expoſition of that pſalme, Eru- | 
dtauit cor meum verbum bonum. © * Een a. 

Snunia and Freteſla requeſted by wri- 
ting whether in that Contention in 
the which the Latin diſſent from the 
Grecians concerning Dauids Plalter, the 
Iewes agree more with the Grecians thẽ 
with the Latins. 

Hedibia a noble woman of France Epiſt. iʒo. 
ſent to S. Hierom by a Pilgrime to pro- 
poſe theſe doubts. OP 

1. How that placcof C hriſt hould 1 


be ynderitoodjto wit, In ill not drin ke ſtom 
B 5 bence 


hid, 


W024 


Epi. 151. 


„ of the Iadge 


benceferch of this fruit of the vine , vntil that 
day hen | shalldrinke it with oh new 1 the 
Kingdome of my Fatber. 

2. WhcreforesS. 
Chriſtroſe in the euenin 
in the morning. 


3- What that ſignified Which woas 


0 ſayd, that 
nd S. Marck 


, Written ins. ——— yeile of the temple 


wat rent into two peeces from the top auen to 
the bottome ? And that which to loweth. 

. How it happened that Chriſt, 
in S. lob», breathed the holy Ghoſt y- 
pon his Apoſtles,and yet we rcade in 
S. Luke that hepromiſed to ſend them 
the holy Ghoſt after his Aſcenſion. 

How that of the Apoſtle is in- 

terpreted , what hall we ſay then? Is their 
iniquity with God? God ſorlid: and all to 
the other place, vnleſſe the Lord of Saboath 
* badleſtys ſeede, we bad beene made like So- 
dome. 

42.0 alſo another French woman 
by the ſame Pilgrime propounded theſe 


' other doubts vnto him. 


1. Wherefore did 5. lohn ſend bis 


diſciples to Chriſt to aske him: Ar thou 
he who art about to come, or do we expect ano- 


ther © Sith that he before that tyme, had 
ſpoken 


Controuerſies. 27 
ſpoken of Chriſt, laying : Beboldthe lambe 
of God, behold who taketh apa) tbe ſinnes of che 


2. What Chriſt did meane by theſe 445. . 


ck Y wordes, Thercedebruiſed be ball not breake, 20% 
aud (making flax be 5ball notexringuish. = 
as 3. | What allo is the meaning of 554. 


our Sauiour laying. If any will come after Mach,r6, 
me, lei him deny bimſelſe. 5 24 
4 How is to be vnderſtood that 1bid. - 
he layth: Woc to them that arc with Math. 24. 
child, and that giveſuckin thoſe daies. 4 
5+ In what ſenſe that place of 8. 
Tale is to be taken. And it came to paſſe 
whiles the dayes of bis aſſumption were accom- 
pliabing, and be fixed bis [ace to go into Hierg- 
ſalem. And a little after where he ſpca- 
keth of che Sacraments. 4nd they received 
bim, not becauſe bis face was to go to Hieru- 
alem. | | 
4 Who was the Bayliffe of iggqui- 
ty whom our Lord prailed. Ibid. 
N 7. Wat the Apoſtle meant when N. MF 
e ſayd. For ſcarce for « i doth any 
lie: e e ee — 


8. What the ſenſe was of that 


ſpeach of S. Pa. But occaſion being = 


lhid. f 


Gi 


| Exiſt. 2. 


28 


into blou 


all the water of Æg e eee into 
bloud by Meyſes. { 


Of the I ** 
ſinne by the commandement. wrought in ms a 


Concupiſcenſe. 


But now omitting? many and 
diuers ſuch like queſtions of Scripture, 
which were brought to S. Hrerome to be 
reſolued out of many part: ot the Chri- 


ſtian world, I come to S. Auguſtine, to 


whom no fewer were brought then co 


the other. F . 


Voluſianus asked his counlell i in this, 
How the immortall God could be 


ſhut vp in the wombe of a virgin: 


And whether in the meane tyme ho left 
of all carc of the world. 
Marcellinus asked him , wherefore 


God did alter the Sicrifices of Mopſes, 
which he had once before ordained? 
ſith that thoſe things which ate once 
ordained well cãnot be altered but vn- 
iuſtly. | 


he ſame Marcellin propounded 


vnto him this other queſtion allo. How 
it came to paſſe, that the Magitians of 
dare blood any water to change 


th that before that tyme 


ä Biſhopalſo asked bis - 
this 


A 
4 
, : 
* 


' Of Contronerſtes. 29 
this queſtion, Wherefore the fayth of 
parents is profitable for their children 
in bapt iſme, ſeeing that their impiety 
after their Baptiſme is nothing hurtfull 
to them? And how the God fathers, in 
Baptiſme could promiſe that the in- 
fants be leeue, ſith they do not then be- 
leeue, and it is vncertaine whether euer 
they will belecue or no. pp] OVEN AED 
Dardanus. How it may be beleeued N. ax 
that Chriſt is now in heaven, ſeing he 
ſayd tothe thiefe vpon the Croſſe: This 
day thou (halt be with me in Paradiſe: EP.. 
And whether from hence do follow 
that Chriſt , God and man; is eucry 
where. 5 
paulinmn. What ĩs that which'is ſaid Fi. 58. 
in the 15. Plalme, Sancbisqui ſunt in terra & 3. 


eius miriſic ant onmesvoluntates meas inter alles. 


Tothe Saints that arc in his land he 

hath made all my wills meruailous in Pſal. 6. 
them. In like manner what is the mea- ?2 « 
ning of that in the Pſalme : Veruntamen 

ce. But vet Cod wil breaketheheadgof 

his enemies: the hairycrowneot them 

that walke in their ſinues. . 


Like wiſe when the Apoſtle ſayth: Eyiſf. 4. ti. 
Be gaue ſome Apeſtles, and ſome Prophets, and . 


ſome 


20 Of the Tudge 


ſeme Euange liſt:and ſome Paſlonrs & Doflonte; 
His Queſtion was how thcle names 


might bc diſtinguiſhed, and alſo what 


office and tunction was duc to each 


dne: What office for the Apoſiles, what 

for the Prophets, what for the Evange- 

liſts, and what for Paſtours and Do- 
ctour s 


ſeingthe Apoſtle writeth, 1 deſire there» 
| fore, y of all, that obſecrations. prayers, pofla- 
lations, thankſgiuings be made ſor all men, 
what difference could be made in theſe 
wordes. 


Did. . 22. 
Alſo what that ſignified, that the 
1 Apoſtſe ſayth of the le wes: According to 


2 the Gboſpell indeed enemies ſor Jou, but accor- 


ding o the eli lion moſt deare jor the Fathers. 


Ji. Againe. What that ot her place of S. Paul 
Colos ag. Meant: Let no men ſeduce you, willing in the 
bumility and religion of Angells, walking in the 
things which be bath not ſeene , in vame puſſed 

yp bythe ſenſe of bis flesb, and not holding 

the head. | 

Epiſt. 98. Exodizs the Biſhop asked of him, 
we be :, What ſpirit it was of whom S. Peter 
ende ſpake, in his firſt Canonicall Epiſt. 
In the which ſpirit comming. bepreacbed io them 


Moreouer he asked him this, that 


ms n. a 4 44a _ 


of C OMITOMEY, ries: , © 
alſo tbat were in Epift tne 
Honoratus allo, what that ſpeach of Pjabrne. 
our Lord lignified, Dem Dem mem, quare 
me dereliquiits; 


Moreouer how that other place of % — 17 


8. Paul was interpreted: Roste and ſounded 
in Charity, that you may be able to 
withall the Saints, what is the breadth, and 
length, and berght, and depth. 
Who were alſo the ſiue fooliſh Vir · 
zins and who were the wile. t. 25.2. 
Againe, what was the out ward 
darkneſſe Marth: 22-13. And how that! thid. 
place of S. loby was vnderſtood, the word 
wa made fleh. Toan, 1. 14. 
 Stunplicians asked him „What that In. od 
ace of the Apoſtle meant, where he Simpl, 
ayth , Vyhat chall we ſay then ? is the law . 


ſin ? God forbid : and to ther, pubappy man Nm. 7. 7. 


that 1 am, who thall deliuer me from the bedy 
ef this death.  * Ibid. 
What was the meaning of chat in queſtel 


4. Paul: But Rebecca conceining of one copnla- 0 9.108 


on of Iſaac our Father, and all the reli for- 13, a. 


ward to that, . the Lord of Salaath had qu. aſt.i. 
leſt vs ſeed. 1. Reg: 10. 
And how it is ſayd in one place“ 


chat + the ſpirit of our Lord ſeized ypou —_ 5 46s; 
eing 


32 | , Of cheludge 
ibid. leing in another place it is written zige 
quef. 2. ae ſpirit vexed him. 

x Rg. 1%. Aud in What ſenſe it is ſayd by God 
xt. inthebookc of E inge, it repenteth me tba 
Ibid. I haue made Saul King. And againc Whe- 
queſt) ther that vucleane ſpirit which was in 
5 Pythoniſſa could make Samuel who. was 
dead before come to lee apo and i an 

With bim? | 
il. . ©, Alſo: he asked him as concerning 
quaſt.s. that ipeach of Elias, O my Lord, what euen 
3. K 47. the V Fidow' alſo by hom I am after « fort ſu- 
. fteeedbaſt thou afflicted, that thou vue kil 

ber ſonne, . TTY 

Now by thele queſtions icappeareth. 
manifeſtly that the. Scripture in many 
places is obſcure and hard to be vndex- 
ſtood. Andthat many maſt learned mea 
of w homave haue here made ment ĩom 
confeſſed ahemſeluts hot to vnderſtand 
many things without being infir 
by mote learned then themlelues. No] 
5 therefore let vs go for ward in explica« 


ting what may be W of lo ogreat 
* ih 
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What are the cauſes why the Scripture 
b obſcure? 4 


1 find two cauſes eſpecially. The one 
Lis drawne from the things them- 
ſelues which are treated of in the Scxip- 
ture. The other from the manner of 
treating of them. The things of the 
which the Scripture treateth, are of: :- 
foure kindes. 1. Hiſtories, 38 in the 
booke of Geneſis, Exodus, Numeri, Deu- 
teronomiũ, Ioſue , the bookes. of Indges, of 
Kengs, Paralipomenon , Eſdras, Indith, Tobias, 
Hefter,the Machabees, & alſo the Ghoſpel, 
and the Acts of the Apoſtles. Sccondly 
Propheſics ſuch as for the moſt part 
- are contained in the plalmes, in the 
greater and leſſer Prophets, and in the 
Apocalips of S. lehs. Thirdly miſter ies 
ofour faith, eſpecially aboutthe bleſſed 
Trinity, the Incatnation of Chriſt, a 
bout predeſtiustion, and teptobation, 
about the force and efficacy oft he holy 
Sacraments, about the preſence f 
Chriſtin the Euchariſt, about iuſtify- 
ing fayth, about the Reſutection of tha 
dead, & ſuch like other poynts F our 
2 IJ 


* 


of the Indge 
| | , ty Precepts and morall documents, as. 
7 Fo *<onvtermog vertues and viccs, Por al- 
0 beit that neytker ia theſe, nor in hiſto- 
JF rics, there is per chance any great ob- 
1 | Feurity i in regard of the things treated 
1 1 of zyet ot M ithſtanding there is great | 
obſcuriiy in the propheties, and miſte- | 
ries of fayth. Fot theſe are abouc mans 
capachy ind vnderſtand ing, ſothat we 
cena. ee percetue them but after a darke 
manner as the Apoſtle ſayth. 
; No the manner of treating of 
theſe things oftentymes is obſcure, for 
theſe cauſes. Firſt becaufe there be ma- 
ny improper ſpesches in the Scripture | 
_ as figures, allegor ies and parables, vnder 
the which iy hidden many truthes, the 
which arc Hot Sperr vaderſtood of 
Alle the obſcurity thereof io in- 
| ereafed dy ſome word, which is taken 
ſometymes in the ſane ſentence, one 
While properly, and another while fi- 
Bouratiuely:as in thisphee for example. 
20a. 4. j. Fuer one that drivkerh of ibi water shall 
"Thirſt again, bar he that thull drinke of the water 
that! will giue him, »hall not rhirft for ener. 
Whercto di iukc of water, and to thirſt, 
in 


of C ee 5. - 17 
| in the former part of the ſegtence, is 
taken corporally ,and in tha latter part 
ſpiritually. And againe in the very ſame 
Chapter. Do not you ſay, that yet there are Ibid. v. 3. 
cure monthes, and harueſt cometh? Bebould, I 


1 ſay toon, liſt vp your eyes, an i ſee the couutrie⸗ 


that they are white already to bargeſt . For 

heate in the firlt place, the word har- 

ueit is taken in it proper Ggnfication, | 
but ia the latter figuratiucly. 

FJ And againe in the ſame Apoſtle "Lots. 9.3%: 
For iudgment came I into this word: 


5 * 


that they that ſee not may ſee: and they 


that (ce may become blind: here the 


former part is taken for corporall ſight, 


aud the latter for ſpirituall. 
5 And in S. Paul: Him who knew no ſinne, +. cor 1 
ſer m, be bath made ſiuns. Where ſinne in 
donc place is taken properly for ſinne, 
but in the other place figuratively fore 
ſacrifice offered for ſinne: for the ſenſe Vile. orig * 
of that place is, that it was Gods will . Ch. in. 


Epiſt. ad 
that Chriſt who neuer had ſinned, Rom. & 


ſhould be a ſacrifice for the ſinne of Augu. lib, 


mankind, 2.de conſe. 
Secondly, not only figures arc found Zuangely?, 

in the words, as I haue already ſhewed, cap. 30. 

but allo in the very thi Mgs themſelues. 

C2 For 


' Oftcheladee . 
hing ofrentymes is a figure &: | 
type of Mother ſigniſied by it: euen as; | 
the Paſchall Lambe was a figure o 

Chriſt, the red Sea of Baptiſme, Manna 
Khariſt, Mont Sid of the Church, i 
others. From hence doth pro. | 

W dle obſcurity. we ed eb 

Firſtit doth not ſtraight appeare | 

of which ching anotber thing is a ſi- 

gure, for example lake : Agar Abraham hs 

i mayd ay co eee 8 4 
, . Nagogue,, and Sa7s Abraham wife to 
— hah wore zure ofthe Church, va- |7 


leſſe the Apoltle by the inſtinct of tbe 
holy Ghoſt had explicated them fo, | 


lerem. 1. I. Likewiſe how ſhould it have' beene 
knowne, that the waking tod fignificd |F 
the ſpecdy execution of Gods digine |# 
' ſentence againſt che [ewes & Gentils, | 
| Irrem.tz, And that the burning pot was a figure | 
Icrem. 16. . Of Nabuchodoneſor. And that Ieremy who. | 
was forbidden to marry a wife, wass 
figure of the (poyles hanging ouct | 
Iewry. And that by the chalice of the | 
lere. if. is. fury of our Lord, the powerand fury of { 
>] the King of Babilonwas fignified:and by 
Fre. n. v. i. arotten girdle the ruincof the people 
in Captiuity . And by the Flagon 7 ” | 
| 
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filled with wyne , the inhabitants of 
Hieruſalem to be made drunk&\ With the e, j. iz, 
wyne ol the fury of our Lord. And by 
the two baskets of the beſt and worſt 

# figgztwo kynd of men, of whom ſome 


: Were ha py. who-paſt ouer with the 
| . | King , ſome miſerable and 'vnhappy 


who remayned behind in Hieraſalew. tr, 4. v. 


And by the clay in the porters hand, the. 
i: people oſ the le ves in thehand of God. lere. 18.6, 


} And by ihe chaynes and fetters of Jeremy 
the * of diuers nations » And lere. 27. 3. 
by the breaking of the earthen pot, the 


— 


6 3 cruſhing of the people and the Citty of 
o. 1eruſelem. And by the ſoure bealts, four 


© Kingdomes, and Empitcs. And bythe Iere. 5. 10. 
Ramme the king of the Medians & Per- Dan. 7. v. j. 
fan. And by the Goate the king of the Dan 8. a8. 
| Grecians., Theſe 1 ſay, and many ſuch 
would neuer haue beene ſo vnderſtood 
vnleſſe they had beene dedlared parti- 
culerly by God, and after this declara- 
tion alſo without an interpreter they 
can be ſcarce vnderſtood. 
The other obſcurity doth ariſe y- 
pon this, that one thing ſomtymes ĩs a 
figure of diuers things which ate con- 


trary and repugnant one to another. 
C3 | As 


4 


36 ' Ofcheladee | 
For one thing oftentymes is a fig 
type of another ſigniſied by it: e 
the Paſchall Lambe was a fig 
Chriſt, the red Sea of Baptiſme, 
of thcEughariſt, Mont Siũ of the Cl 
and ſo of others. From hence dot 
ceed a tejple obſcurity. _ © 
Firſt ie de 
of which thin 
gure, for exam 


4 


- 


1.4. nagogue, 
Sued. haue becges figure ofthe Church, vn- 


mY leſſe the Apoltte by the inſtinct of the 
had explicated them ſo. 


holy Gho 


tic doth not ſtraight appeare }Þ 
another thing is a fi» |: 
| ample lake: Agar Abraham his |? 
a mayd to haue beene a figure of the Si- 
gue, aud se Abrabam wife to 


EP. 
IS. 
+ 


leren. 1. I. Like wiſe how ſhould it haue beene |} 
knowne, that the waking tod fignificd | 

the ſpeedy execution of Gods divine | 

' featence againſt che [ewes & Gentils, | 


Ierem. 13. 


And that the burning pot was a figure | 


Itrem. 16. U. Of Nabuchodoneſor. And that Teremy who | 
was forbidden to marry a wife, wasa || 
figure of the (poyles hanging ouer 
Iewry. And that by the chalice of the | 


Tere, 15.15 fury of our Lord,the powerand fury of | 
the King of Bebilonwas fignified:and by 
Iere. 13. . x. Arotten girdle the ruine of the people 7 


in Captiuity. And by the Flagon to be 
1 filled 
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And by the clay in the porters hand, ie: 

is people oſ the le wes in thehand of God. lere. 

And by the chaynes and fetters of Jeremy 
the captivity of diuers nations . And lere. 27. 3. 
by the breaking of the earthen pot, the 

le and the oy of 
+ Tour 


bets 
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cruſhiĩng ol the people 
I eruſalem. And by the ſoure beaſts, 
Kingdomes, and Empitcs. And by the Ire. 18. 164 
Ramme the king of the Medians & Per- Dan. 7. v. 3. 
fam. And by the Goate the king of the Pan 8. as. 
Grecians . Theſe I ſay, and many ſuch 
would neuer haue beene fo vnderſtood 
vnleſſe they had beene dedlared parti- 
culetly by God. and after this declara- 
tion alſo without an interpreter they 
can be ſcarce ynderſtood. _ 
The other obſcurity doth ariſe y- 
pon this, that one thing ſomtymes is a 
figure of diuers things which ate con- 


trary and repugnant one to another. 
C3 e 


36 a of the Jade 
For one thing oftentymes isa figure; | 
type of ahother ſignified by it: eucn as. 


the Paſchall Lambe was a figure f 


ic red Sea of Baptiſme, Manna | 
1thariſt, Mont Sid of the Church, i 
others. From hence doth pro. | 

cced a Fs pra WEN 
Firſtze doth not ſtraight appeare |! 


of which ching another thing is a ſi- 


gure, for example ſake : Agar Abraham hs 


, mayd ro haue beene a figure of the 8i- 


Galati4. Bae er „and Sars Abrabamt wife to 
fleſle the Apolltle by the iaſtinct of the 
nauoly Ghoſt had explicated them ſo. 
rem. x. iI. Like wiſe how ſhould it haue beene 
knowne, that the waking tod fignificd | 
the ſpeedy execution of Gods divine | 
' ſeatence againſt che [ewes & Gentils, | 
Terem.tz, And that the burning pot was a figure | 
* Icrem.x6.x. Of Nebuchodoneſor. And that Teremy who || 
was forbidden to marry a wife, wasa /| 
figure of the (poyles hanging ouer 
| Iewry. And that by the chalice of the | 
ere. 18. is. fury of our Lord, the power and fury of 
* the King of Babilonwas ſign iſied:and by 
Ee. iz. v. i. arotten girdle the ruine of the people 
in Captiuity. And by the Flagon to a | 
- ue | till 


en figure of the Church, vn-⸗ 
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filled with wyne , the inhabitants of 
Hieruſalem to be made drunke\ With the e, . 1. 
wyne ot the fury of our Lord. And by 
the two baskets of the beſt and worfl 


h, 8 figgsewo kynd of men, of whom ſome 


were happy who-paſt oucr with the 
King , ſome miſcrable and 'vnhappy 
who remayned behind in Hieraſalem. j,,, 4. v 
And by the clay in the potterß hand, the. 
people oſ the le wes in thehand of God. lere. 18.6. 
And by the chaynes and fetters of Jeremy ” 
the captivity of diuers nations . And lere. 27. 2. 
by — — of the earthen por, the 
cruſmking ol the people and the Citty of 
EZ 1eruſalem. And by the ſoure beaſts, four 
EKingdomes, and Empites. And by the Ice. 18.10. 
ERNamme the king of the Medians & Per- Dan. 7. v. 3. 
fan. And by the Goate the king of the Pan 8.200 
| Grecians. Theſe 1 ſay, and many ſuch ws, 
would neuer haue beene fo vnderſtood 
vnleſſe they had beene dedlared parti- 
culerly by God, and after this declara- 
tion alſo without an interpreter they 
can be ſcaree vnderſtood. 0 

The other obſcurity doth ariſe y- 
pon this, that one thing ſomtymes ĩs a 
figure of diuers things which ate con- 


trary and repugnant one to another. 
C3 EE 


* Of the Indee 4 
was the figure of Chriſt: For 
in the belly of the Whale | 

ieb and three nights, ſo all the | 


lonne of mat be in the hart of the carta 


three dayes gnd three nights. The ſame. | 


las was the figure of the people f 
Ifrael, who were contrary to Chriſt: 


| Ton. 4.1, For as lena did greiue at the Conuer- 
Auguſt. ſion of the Ninmnits, euen ſo the Iewes in 


Ejift.49. the Conuerſion of the Gentills. That 


94.6.2 which is ſayd of lonæ, may be ſayd allo 


ofthedeluge,ofthe Rock, and ſuchlike. 


Aug ep, For the Deluge was both the figure of 

99. ad Euo- the Baptiſme of the faythfull, and to- 

am. great her the type of the puniſhment of 

1. Pet. 2.9. the vnfaythfull. And the Rock which 

is Chriſt, was the ſtone of ſcandall and 

Rom. o. v. offence to them that periſh , and to 
"TR them that beleeue the Corner- tone. 

= The laſt obſcurity ariſeth vpon 

this, that ſomtimes one certayne thing 

which is the figure of another doth re- 

prelentthe ſame in one reſpect, and is 

altogether valike vnto it in another. 

As for example the fornicat ing woman 

whom the Prophet Oſea was com- 

maunded to marry, was a figure of the 

Sinagogue, Which the repreſented in 

n this 


| had committed (piritual|, which did 


of cody: 39. 
this, to wit, that as the had commiticd 
carnall fornication, lo the Sinagogue 


conſiſt in the worſhipiong oi Idolls. But 
in this it did diſagree, that ſhe after her 
marriage to Oſea did neuer returne to 
her former carb all fornication,as many 
probably do affit me. But the Sinagogue 
after ſhe was reconciled to God tell a- 
gaine into Idolatry. 

Thirdly in the Scripture are to be 
found many apparent contradictions 
which cannot but breed great difficulty 
in the mynd of the reader: of many [ 
Will relate ſome. 

1. Moſs lay th, that God created Ge; a7 - 
heauen and earth in ſix dayes and reſted 
the [cauenth; but in the eighteene of, Eccleſ.cap. 
Eceleſiaſt. it 1s Tayd, who liueth ſor euer did 19.15 
create altogeatber . 

2. Moſes tells vs, chat the children Gen, rs. 3. 
of Iſrael were in Egypt foute hundred As 7. 
yeares. But the Apolile ſayth, that they G alat 3 17. 
were there ſaure hundred thirt) yeares. 

3. IaobthePatriarch{ayth ; Ihaue Ge. 31. 30. 
ſeenc God face to face, and my ſoule 
was ſaued. But we haue the contrary 


Exod. 33. 20. for God ſayth , man, hall 
C4 not 


A. 
# 

* 

* 


7 


4.9 


a Of che Judge 
not ſee me andline, 
4 InExed.20.v.5. it is ſayd, Tam. 
thy Lord God viſiting che iniquityof 
the Fathers ypon the children yntothe 
third and fourth generation of cthem* | 
But the cõtrary is found in Ezechiel:The 


ſonne 5hallnot carry the iniquity of bu Father. 

5. Honour thy Father, and thy 
3 Mother that thou maiſt live long vpon 
Luc.r4. v. the earth: but contrary to this Chriſt 
16. + ſayth , ho doth not hale bis Father, and bis 
Mother, cannot be ty Diſciple, _ 

Deni sn. 6: Thou chalt feare thy Lord God 
41. 34.40 fweare by his name. Which is con- 
tray tothat: But I ſay to you , do not ſweare 
at all. a #4 

1 . It repenteth me that I haue made 

i 3 1. Saul King : contrary to that, without 
Nom. 1b 40. wr pra yen are the gifts and vocation 

8. Tithe Arke there was nothin 
N · 3.0. els but two tables of ſtone which Moſes 
put in it ia Horeb; contrary to that of 

Hebr. s. 4. § paul: In the Ace there was a goulden 
pot hauing Manna, and the rod of Aaro 
that had bloſſomed, and the tables o 

the Teſtament. | 


Pal.. 9. The impioys ſhall not riſe in 
; e ivdgment 


pr. EY 


— 
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judgment; contrary to that; we ho ll Coragy, 
all indeed rife againe, but We thall not 51. 

// // AA en 
; 10. God bach ſpoken once; con- ef 
trary to that: diuerfly and many wayes s * 1 

in ty mes paſt God ſpake to the Fathers 
in the Prophets, laſt of all in theſe daics 
hath ſpoken to ys in hisfonne, 
11. Euery man is a liat: contrary ng. ve 
to that, ànd in their mouth was found Aperage. 
Ho ly . Go to the emor, o ſluggard and 5: 
learne wiſdome , the which doth pre=*” ou. 6. 6, 
pare her meat in ſommer, and gather 
in the barneſt that ſhe mayeate,con- 4p a. h. 


* 


der ig that: Be a. cg : or the 14. 
morrow, * „ 

12. Tranſ; not the ancient pre. a8. 
bounds which thy Fathers haue | ur; E7ec, 20. | 


contrary to that, In the precepts of your 18. 
Fathers walke not, nezther keep you their iudę- 


ments. 
| - 13. Anſwere nota foole accordiog proc, 4. 
. to hisfolly leaſt thoy be made liketo 1bid, 
* him; contrary to that, Anſwere 4 fools $4p.1.13- 
1 IN his folly, leaft be efteeme biaſelſeto | © 
ewiſe. | 
| y; God hath not made death;con- Eccleſ.rg, 
trary to that; Good S and euil le, and 18. 
C7 


7 
death 


a 


| 2 Mat. ro. 8. 


Eo Of the Tudee 
Sap. Its 35. death , peuerty, and boneſt7 , are of God. 5 a 
135. Toon loueit all things that are, 
Ks hateſt nothing of thoſe which thou 
Rem. o. i haſt made; contrary to that, Iacob I loyed, 

Eccl. 0. Is: but Eſau I bated. | 
. Tin. . 16. Ine beginning of all finne is 
pryde : conttaiy to that, the roote of al 

euill is couetouſueſſe. 

17, Do good tothe humble &giue 
. * not to the impious . prohibite to glue 
3% him bread ; contrary to that, give io e. 

KeTy on. that «ashethibee. 
18. They that cate me ſhall yet 


Eecl. a4. hunger, and they that drinke me hall : 
2 - yer thirſt; contrary to that, he who ball 


* drinke of the water which 1 will giuc bim, shall 
wot thirſt ſor guer. 
Lon. 4. 19. As yet fourty dayes, and Niniue 
Ioan. 4. it. halbe ſubuerted contra j to that, bal 
not I [pare Niniue the great Citiyt 

10. Gratis you haue rect ĩued, Gratis 
giue you: contrary to that, the work- 
Tae. — werthy of be GR 

2. Take nothing in the way, neh- 
Bab. 16. ther skri p thaoes,nar tod; contrary to 
. that, and be hath cemmaunded them that 
Marc. 6. 8. they sbould take nothing in the- way, but a rod 


exly. 


22. 
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22. After 6. daies lciusiooke Peter, uten 
lames, and lohn ; contrary to that: It Ce. 5.48. 
came 10 paſſe after theſe words , almoſt eigbt 
daes und he teokg Peter &. 

23. But it thy brother ſhall offend 
againſt thee, go and tebuke him bet- 
weene thee and him alone; contiary to 
that: Them that ſinne rebuke beſore. all, Be, 2 Tim Fe 


Mat. 18. 15. 


the reſt alſo may haue ſe are 


24. None is good but one God; Mes. 
contrary to that: The good man the goo lat. 4. n 
treaſure of bu hart bringeti ſer b 

25. Go preaci the Goſpel to e- r Is, 
uery cteature; contrary to that: Into the 44th. 10.5. | 
wan of the Gentiles do not go, and into cities of = 
the Samaritans enter ges not: But, go to the 
abeepe that are per isbed of the bouſe ef Ifraell. 

26. Lou ate they that haue temai- Tuc. av. a8 
ned wich me in my temptations, con- Math. 26. 
trary to that, 30u ahal all ſuffer un in dt. 
me . 

27. IfIgiue teſtimony of my ſel fe Toon. g. 3b 
my teſtimony is not true; conttary to 
this; Although I giue teltimony of my felfe, 


e, ; 


m/ teflimony is true 


28. I do not receaue teſlimany of 'oun's. 14; | 
man; contrary to this: And nol . 
teftimuany of me. 
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nes. 55. 29. He that eateth my fleſh and 
Thidem.y. drinketh my bloud hath life euerla- 
„ ſting z contrary to that, It #the ſpiric thas 

quicknecbthe, fleib proſtteth nothing. 
. ., 30. All things whatſoeuerI have 
— heard of my Father, 1 haue notified 
©, vato you; contrary to this; I baut yet 
_ many things to tell you. 
31. Mary Magdalen came carcly to 
_ the monument when it was yet darke; 
nee" contrarggo that: ſhe came to the mo- 
1 nument e ſunne being now riſen. 

Ron. 2. 86. 32 Circumciſion indeed proſiteth 
| if thou obſerue the Law ;concraty to 
Galat.s. 2. that: Bebould 1 Paul tell you, that i you be cir- 

eumriſed, Cbriſt will profit you nothing. 
Rows. 26. ve account a man to be inftified by 
1 James e. ' faith without works: Contrary to that of 
| 26.24, S. James; Faytbif it haue not worketis dead in 
Re. s. v. it ſelſe. And againe: you ſee that man is iu- 

Aiſied by . not by fayth alone. 

34. For whoreſiſteth bis will ʒ eontrary 
to that; you alwaies haue reſiſted the bolyGhof 
48 alſa your Fathers 

35. PPbo 10 knomne the mind of our 
. Lord; contrary to that; But t laue tbe 
IJ noCor. 13, 3 
m3: If 1 «hall diſtribate all my goods to be 
119! a | Mears 
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' meate ſor the poore, and baue not charity, it doth Cie. 1t. ) 
profit me nothing; contrary to that: giue al- 4. 
mes and all tbings are cleane io os. 
37. Andatin Adam all ay, ſoalſo in Chriſt i. Cor. iz. v. 
all halbe made aliue; conttaty to that: The 32 
Sanne „ = ap L i _— 15 
35. Do I ſecbe to pleaſe men ? HI zetdid G . 
ws men, 1 Ya be the ſernantof Chriſt, _— I 
contrary to thatgbewithout offence, euen as 1 1Cor. 10. Ys 
39. Beare ye oneanothers burden; 
contrary to this: Exery ene ahall beare his G alat. s. 2. 
one burden. | Fs -4 . 5. 4 
40. God inhabiteth light not ac- 
ccllible; contrary to that: Come to him, Tin. 6. 
and you may be illaminated. — SEEN 
41. If we ſhall ſay that we haue no * ES 
ſinne we ſeduce our (clues; contrary to * lang.. 'F 
that: Egery one thatis borne ofGod, cammiteth 
not ſine. - 

Theſe and ſuch like apparent con- 
| traditions, which are found in many 
places of the Scripture, oftentimes do 
trouble the reader, and cauſe exceſſiue 
paines and labour euen to the moſt lear. 
ned of all. The auncicnt Fathers do 
giue teſtimony of this, who ſpent 
much tyme in the according of 5 

| | an 


46 Of be judge 
and ſuch like contradictions, as S. Augie 
me tot exanipie wrote cettaibe bookes 
of the agreement amongſt the Euangc- 
lifis: and diuers others alſo who tocke 
great paines in interpreting the Serip- 


. ture, w tolclaboursif we had not beehe 


partaker of, we ſhould haue yet bene 
ignorant and blind in many mattert 
of great importance. And thus far about 
the chird cauſe of obicurity in Scrip- 
ture. 2 To | 

The fourth ariſeth vpon this, that 


* 


often tymes the words of Scripture 


make a doubt full ſenſe, by reaſon of the 
want of ſome diſtinction. For fome- 


tymes Where a diſtinction is needfull 


there is none at all. Which moſt com- 
monly happeneth in thele caſey. 1. 
When it maketh mention of God . 2. 
When of Chriſt. 3. When it infinua- 
teth the coming of Chriſt. 4. When it 
ſpeaketh of the Church. Fot there be- 
longeth vnto God, eyther Vnity of 
eſſence, or Trinity of perſoas. ToC hriſt 
eyther the humane natute or divine, 
Moreouer Chriſts comming is two- 


fould, the one io his nat/uity , the other 


in the day of ludgmet.Alfo the C hurch 
is 


. OfCommonerſies. 47 
is eyther militant vpou earth, or tri- 
umphant in heauen. Therefore when 
the Scripture maketh mention ey ther 
ot God, or of Chit; or ot the Church, 
ic is doubefult and obſcure, in what 
ſenſe there they are to be taken: as if ie 
ſpeake of God, whether it mt ane there- 
by as he is one in eſſenee, of as he is 
three in pet ſon: i of Chriſt, x hether it 
be vaderitood as he is God, or as he Is 
man: or when mention is made of his 
coming, whether it be of his firſt or of 
his laſt: or when the Church is named 
Wherher che militant or triumphant 
thereby is ſignified it is hard to vnder- 
ſtand, But to explaine it the better I 

will giue an example ot euery one. | 


T he Scripture makerh mention of Ae be 


God, in ſlaying: Our Father which art in 
bean. Now it is doubtiall whether it 
de ſpoken of Cod according to the vni. 
ty of his cſſence, or according to the 
diſtinct iõ of his perſons, or, as the De- 
uines do propound it, whether the 
name of Father be taken there eſſen- 
tially as it is common to three perſons, 
or perſonally as applied to the fit it per- 
fon only ? There are authors of both 
| parts: 
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parts: yet it is more likely to be taken 
: in that place eſſentiall as it is to be ga- 

1 5 thered out of theſe, words of Chriſty 

q- Ioan. a. 17. 1 ſcend to my Fatber aud our Father. Where 
| 1 the word Father is taken both wayes:; 
For the Father of Chriſt accordingto 
his cternall gencration, is the firſt dis 
vine perſop,as he ĩs diſtinguithed from 
the lonne, and the holy Ghoſt. But 
our Father according to our creation; 
goucrning and adoption, is the w hole 

Trinity, as he is one God. Therefore 
when he ſayth: I aſcend to my Father, 
he ſpeaketh only of the firſt perſon , hut 
| when be addeth, and your Father, he 
ſpeaketh of three perſons astheyareone 

f in eſſence and nature. 

| S. Paul maketh mention of Chriſt, 
| Coloſ-2-15. yy bo ij tbeumage of the inuifible God, the firf# 
| | borne of all creatures, hec auſe in bim were cre» 
LL: ated all things, and le is tbe headof the body the 
| Church , firſt borne of the dead. Heere alſo it 
is doubtfull, Whether this be to be vn- 
derſtood of Chriſt in teſpect of his di- 
uinity or humanity. Many th inke that 
ſome part of the ſenteuce is to be vader» 
ſtood one way, ſome part another with 
whom I agree, For Chriſt accord ing 
to 


of Contronerſies. 49 
to hĩs diainity is the Image of God the 
Father, and allo by him and in him all 
things are made: but according to his 
humanity he is the head of the Church 
and firſt borne of the dead. And in both 
ſenſes he may be called the firſt borne 
of cuery creature, according to the lun- 
dry expoſitions of the interpreters, as 
may be ſeene in their comments vpon 
that ſame place. 
There is alſo a certaine ſpeach of 
the coming of Chriſt . And when againe Heb. 1 6. 
be bringeth inthe firſt begotten into the world 
he ſayth : And let all the Angells of God adore 
bim.Wherein conſiſts a queſtion, whe- 
ther this was ſpoken of his firſt coming 
at his natiuity, or of his laſt coming in 
ü the day of iudgment. If we re (pet that 
| word, againe , it ſeemeth rather to be 
| of his later comming. But taking all | 
the circumſtances together, it may ap- | 4 
peare to be of his former. So the inter- 3 
preters of this place. Of the Church 
allo the Apoſtle writeth : Bat that Hieru- 
| ſalem which1s aboue, i free, u bich is our mother. Gal. 4. 16. 
For it is writte, Reioyce thou barren that beareſt 
not, breae forth and cry that trauaileſt not, be- 


Cauſe many are the children of the deſolate, [1 
more | + 


a 
5 — — 


n r e A w ee ; 
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more then of her that hath a husband. Heere 
therefore is a difficulty to know whe» 
ther it be meant, of the Church mili- 


Feb. 13 32. is in another place of S. Paul. But you are 
; come to mount Sion, and the Citty of the liuing 

' God beanenly Hieruſalem , and the Church of 

the firs borne . And in the lame Apoſtle, 

Eph. 5.25, Chriſt loued the Church and deliuered himſelſe 


EF. 


the lauer of water in the wrd of life , that be 
might preſent to himſelſe a glorious Church, not 
baxing [pot or wrinkle. 

To this kynd of obſcurity , may 
alſo be reduced, that ſome things which 
| arc ſpoken of Chriſt in Scripture, are 
8 to be vnderſtood of the head of the 
| Church, which is Chriſt, ſomtymes 

of both as S. Auguſtine noteth. 
For the head of the Church Chriſt 
üb. z de is taken in that place of the Apoſtle: 
doct rina Bebould I am with yaw all dayes, tuen to the 


Math. 28. 
0 */ 


as the head of the Church, promiſeth 
to the body and members thereof his 
perpetuall aſſiſtance, protection, and 
gouerment. „ 
For of the body and members of 


the 


tant or ti iumphant? Which difficulty 


ſor it, that be might ſanctiſy is, cleanſing u by 


Cbri.c.3l. conſummation of the world. Where Chriſt 
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the Church is that place of the acts to 
be vnderſtood. Saul, Saul why doit thou per- 
ſecute me? For Saul did not perſecute the 
perſon of Chriſt (ſcing that he was in 
heauen where he could not be perſccu- 
ted) but his Apoſtles who were the 
members of his Church «Allo that of 


48.5.4. 


Zachary; After glory he ſent me tothe nations. Zach. a. F. 


Where Chriit ſpeaketh in perſon ot the 
Apoſtles. As though he had ſayd, my 
heauenly Father will ſend me (to wit 
my Apoſtles )to the conuerſion of the 
Gentills. But when will he ſend me? 
| afterglory (that is) after I haue ſhewed 
my glory and diuinity in my Reſur- 
rect ion and Aſcenſion. After the ſame 
manner alſo S. Aufline in the expoſition 
of the 147. Plalme, doth interpret that 


place of S. Aatth. Then if am man shall ſay Mai h. 14. 
vnto you ,loe here is Chriſt or there, do not be- 23. 


leeue him. For he thinketh that there b 
Chriſt is ſignified his Church whole 


| } Words are theſe. There Shall riſe falſe Chrifts, 


and falſe Prophets, and hall [ay , loe here and loe 
there, but they ſhall not (pcake of the 
head himſelfe, behould here & behould 


there (for it is certaine that Chriſt is in 


heauen) but of the Church. And out 
c . of 


f 


1 4 41. 0 
ſay TE both. He bathclothed me with the garmeng of 
| be 


Pſal.2, 
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of this place he confuteth the Donatiſts 
wholayd: Bchould here in Aﬀrick is 
the Church, and in no other place be- 
lidcs . 

And that of the Prophet Iſay of 


ſaluation, and with the garment of wſtie® 
hath compaſſed me as a bridegroome decked with 
a Crowne, and as a bride adorned with her 


Jewels, Where Chriſt is called the bride 


and the bridegroome, that is, the head 
and the body: and that of the Plalme, 
The kings of the earth baue ſtood vp, and the 
Princes haue gathered together againft our Lord 
and againſt bu Chriſt. Which was tullfilled 


in the head, and daily is fullfilled in the 


members. 
T he firſt cauſe of the obſcurity of 
ſerĩpture ariſeth from this, that often- 


ty mes, when we thinke leaſt, paſſage ! 


1s made from the littcrall ſenſc to the 
myſticall, from carnall things to ſpiri- 
'tuall, from temporall to eternall, from 


the Kings of Iſraell, to Chriſt the king | 
himſelfe, and contrariwiſe. This cf. 
pecially is performed in the Pſalmes | 
and the Prophets, as is to be ſcene in | 
the 7. Chapter of Iſay, where from | 
the 


©Q wo ww ow * 
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the Hiftory of two kings (of the which 
one Was Raſin King of Syria, and the o- 
ther Phacee King of 1/rael ) paſſage is 
made prcſently to the B. Virgin: Be- 
hould (ſay th he) a virgin ſhall conce- 
aue, and ſhall bring forth a ſonne, and 
his name thalbe called Emanuel. And in 


the 14. Chapter, where the Prophet 


paſſeth from the king of Babilon vnto 
Lucifer: and in the 71. Plalme paſſage 
is made from Salomon vnto Chriſt; 


All the kings of earth ſhall adore bim: Vide D. 
and in the ſixt Chapter of S. Iebn, the Hieran. . 
Euangeliſt paſſeth from barly loanes to 5,in pſals 
the Euchariſtical orSacramental bread, cap. 16. 


And lo often tymes in other places. 
The ſixt obſcurity ariſeth from 
this, that in the Hiſtories of Scripture 
things are not ſet do wne in that order 
in which they were done. In like man- 
ner that the computation. of yeares 
doth not appearc plaine and manifeſt , 
Laſtly that certaine beokes oftentymes 


are cited, which if they were extant, 


they would help thereader very much, 


but ſceing they are not to be found, 


they leaue him doubtfull & in ſaſpence, 


as are theſe which follow. 
+ 1. The 


* 
8 
. my 
* 
A 
. 
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Numer. ai. . Thebookcof the warres of our 
v.14. Lord. © 1 
Ioſue 10. v. 2. The bookeof the luſt. | 
13. 3. The boeke of the words , can 
8 cerning the daies of Salomon. 

a * 14. 4 The booke of the lpengbes con- 
e. cerning the dayes of the kings of 1d, 
and the kings of Iſrael. | 
+ aral 29. 5* The booke of Samuel the Pro- 

11 concerning the acts of Pauid. 
Thidem, 6. The booke of Nathan the Pro- 
5 Phet concerning the ſame things. 
Id. 7. The volume of Gad the Prophet. 
4. Paral. 2. 8. The booke of Nathan the Pro- 
v. 19. phet concerning the acts of Salomon. 
Ibid, 9: Thebooke of Achias the Silonite of 


Ibid. the ſame : 

93 10. The viſion of addothe Prophet 
py aq * againſt Teroboam the ſonne of Nabat . 
EY 11. The hiſtoryof the kings of 1/744 
3 Written by leba the ſonne of Hanan. 
1 4 The hiſtory of king Oxias, 


Written by Iſa) the ſonne of Amos. 


1. Ev ſermons of Oſe, concer- 


5.5. ning the deedes of Manaſſes. 
2. Paral is. 14. The lamentation of Ieremy in 
p25 the funcrallot king leſias. 


Terecz6,V. „ 15. The volume of leremy concer- 
ning 
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ning the ruine of the Citty, and the 
captiuity of the people. 


ning the deſtruction of Babilew. ag 
17. Thebookcof the tyme of thes, Miachab. 
preitthood of lohn Hircauus. 186. v. 24. 
18. Deſeriptions of leremy the Pro. 2-· Mach. 
19. The booke of Henoch. ift. Lud 


Beſides theſe cauſes, there are many A poſtoli. 


others the which Iwill touch in pa- 
ſling. For firſt ſomtymesthereare many 
ſentences couched together betweene 
the which, eyther there is no connexi- 
on, or at leaſt the connexion doth not 
appeare. 2. Hebrew words occur the 
which of few are vnderſtood.3 Often- 
tyme3 the anſwere which is made ſee- 
meth not to be ſofir, & to the purpole ot 
the queſtion propounded. 4. Very often 
words are doubtfull, ſo that it cannot 
be diſcerned in what ſenſe they ate to 
be taken, as in this place of the firſt to 


the Corinthians , Fer other ſoundation no 1. Cor. 3. > 


man can lay, beſides that which is land which is 1. 
Cbriũt leſas. And if any man build vpon this 
foundation gould, ſiluer, precious ones u od, hay 
ffabble , the worke of every out halbe — 

D 4 „ 
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forthe day of our Lord will declare, becauſe it 
Shalbe revealed in fier : and the worke of euery 
one of what kind it u, thefier hall try. If any 
mans wor be abide which be built thereupon : he 
Shall receauereward, if-any mans worke he shall |} 
ſuſſer detryment , but himſelſe halbe ſaucd,yet 
ſo as by ficr. - 
Inis place without doubt is moſt 
hard. I. Becauſe it is hard to ynder- 
ſtand what is meant, by gould , ſiluer, 
hay, and ſtubble. 2. What is meant by 
tac day of our Lord. 3. What by fier. 4. 
What it is to burne, and to ſuffer detri- 
ment. Laſtly what it is to be ſaued ſo 
Ausg. in l. as by ſiet.· Whereupon S. Auguſtine wri- 
4. file & teth plainly, that this is one of thele } 
oper. c.rs places of which S. Peter ſpake in his 
laſtepiltle, when he ſayd, there are ſome 
Petr. poſt, things in the epiſtles of S. Paul hard to be vnder- 
1% 3.16. ſtood. | | 
8 That other place of S. Paul is as 
x. Cor, 15. hard. V Phat sball they do that are baptixed 
29. for the dead, iſthe dead riſe not againe at all? 
h/ alſo are they baptized for them ? for it is 
not eaſy to explicate what to be bipti- 
zed ſignifieth in this place; and what 
to be baptized for the dead. As concer- 
ning the which, ſix diuers opinions are 
A 9 = extant 
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extant in Bellarmine. | Bel.lib .1.ds 
Likewilein the ſame Apoſtle this Purge e. 4. 
ſentence is found. It is impoſſible ſor them 
that were once illuminated, haue taſted alſo of 
the heauenly guift , and were made partakers of 
the holy Ghozt : haue moreouer taſted the ge 
word of God, and the powers of the world to 
come , and are fallen to be renewed againe to 
pennance , cruciſying againe to themſelues the 
ſonne of God. Which wordes are moſt 
obſcure, and by the ill vnderſtanding of 
them, the hereſy of the Nouatians aroſe 
in S. Cyprians ty me, Who ſayd, that ney- 
ther penance, nor pardon was to be 
giuen to them that fell; and therefore 
they called themſelues Catharos, that is 
pure and cleane. And this is ſufficient. 
about the cauſes whereby the Scripture 
according to the true and lawfull ſenſe 
therof is very hard and obſcure, There 
| remayneth yet another queſtion, which 


ſhalbe briefly cxamincd. 


D 5 


yy berſort 
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Wherefore is it Gods will , that the 
Scripture ſhould be obſcure p 


= H1strulyisa great queſtion and y 
worthy to be ſought out, where- 

fore the Scripture being by reaſon of 
the things themſelues, and the miſteries 
therein conteined very obſcure, is made 
yet more obſcure by reaſon of the man- 
ner of treating therrof, and this accor- 
ding vnto the will and diſpoſition of 
God. And wherefore rather by his will 
and diſpoſition are not thoſe myſteries 
which ſeeme obſcure by themſclues, ſo | 
elcarely propounded, that there may | 
be no difficulty to any in the vnder- 
ſtanding of them? Truely there be di- 
uers reaſons of this, of the which I will 
here ſet downe ſome few. 

The firſt reaſon is. Berauſe God as 
he ĩs willing that an order be kept in al 
other things, euen ſo alſo in his Church 
to Wit, that there ſhould be ſome who 
might teach, and ſome who might be + 
taught, which order could not be kept, 
if the Seripture were ſo plaine that it 
might eaſily be vnderſtood of all, to the | 

which 
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which that place of S. Paul doth belong. 
He gaue ſome Apoſiles , and ſome Prophets , and gh 4. ug; 
other ſome Euangeliſts, ani other ſom p aſtours | 
and Doctours, to the conſum ation of the Samts 
vnto the workeof the mmstery,vmo the edijying 
of the body of Chriſt, that 1: of the Church. And 
allo that to the Corintaians; drg dll 4 
poſtles? are all, Prophets? are all dgftours ? do 
Al interprete? as though he had layd in 
no wiſe. For it is the othce ot ſome to 
teach and interpret, of others to learne 
and giue care, Which in tac ſame place 
is declared with a noble example taken 
from mans bod v. For euen as in a mans 
body there be many members, yet not 
all of them are exerciſed about the ſame 
office: cuen ſo in the Church which is 
Chriſts body there bee many faythfull, 
yet all are not partakers of the ſame 
grace procceding from God. For 19 one Cor. 1. 5. 
is giuen the wor ke of w'ſ'ome , to another the & 5. 
wor bing of miracles, to another the diſcerning 
of ſpirits, to another the interpretation of lan- 
gages, And as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaketh 
in another place. To euer one as God bath rom, 13. 
diuided the meaſure of bis fayth , where he 8 
addeth in the lame place: 1 ſay to all that Rom, 13. 3. 
ere among Jou not to be wore wiſe then bebouerh 

| 10 


1. Cor. 25. 
29. 
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tobe wiſe, Which is as much to ſay: euen 
as the eyes haue not the office of hea- 
ring, nor the eares of ſeing, nor the 
armes ot walking, nor the tecte of ea- 
ting, becauſe it is not graunted them 
ſo by nature: euen ſo in the Church, 
not all ought to vſe the office of tea- 
ching, not all of interpreting the ſcrip- 
ture, not all of working miracles (for 
that were to be more wiſe then be- 
houeth to be wiſe) but euery one doth 
that which he ought to do euen as it is 
giuen him from God, in diuiſion of 
graces. | 

But our aduerſarĩes do crre excee- 
dingly againſt this diuine ordination , 
who permit the liberty of reading and 
interpreting of Scripture to all;as to 
all meere lay men, yea to poore and filly | 
women. For leing that they be not 
called of God to the office, they do ap- 
peare moſt vafit to thruſt themſclues 
into it . For now it is come'to that 
paſſe, that there is not one, whether he 
be Tapſter, Taylcr, or Tinker (Lu- 
theran or Caluiniſt) who doth not 
thinke himſelfe skillfull inough in 
vnderſtanding and interpreting the 

Scripture 
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Scripture, only by his owne labour, 
without the helpe and inſtruction of 
any other. But let them heare what 


the Apoſtle ſayth , the eye cannot ſay tothe 1, Cor. is. 


hand, I neede not thy help:or aga ine, the bead 21+ 
to the ſeete, you are not neceſſary for me . 


Let them hcarc that of the firſt to a 
I's 


1. Cor. 14. 


Timothy. Let the women learne in ſilence 
withall ſubiection: But to teach 1 permit not the , 
woman, nor to haue dominionouer the man, but 
to be in ſilence. And to the Corinthians. 
Let women hold their peace in the Church, for it 
15 not permitted them to ſpeahe, but to be ſubiect. 


But if they lift to learne any thing let them aske 


their owne bus bands at home. But to what 
end al this? Truly to this, that the order 


{ct dovyne of Godin his Churchought 


to be obſerued. Are all Doctours? do all inter- 
prete? No, For there are diuiſions of graces: 
from hence followeth that thoſe ſilly 
women who pratle much out of the 
Scriptures, and bluſh not to blab our 
their owne private opinions concer- 
ning controuerſies of fayth, do moſt 
fooli(bly arrogate ynto themſeluesthat 
which neither they haue onor belongs 
vnto them. But in this they imitate 


their Mother Eua, who could not ow 
| er 


— ̃ é 
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her peace in paraGile, but her husband 


ſerpent , and prefcutly Was oucrcoume 
by him and deceaued , as ber husband 
allo by her, and many ſuch Eues are 
found in this age & hich do the ſame . 


ture werecaly,it would be vndcritood 
not only of the faithtull who arc in 
the Church, but allo ot tnoſe who are 
Infidells & no members ot the Church: 
and ſo by litddle and little the M. ielty & 
authority of it would be ouetthro u ne. 
To this purpote is that which is ſayd 
Math,y.6, in S. Math . Giue not that which # holy to dogs, 
neyther caſt yee your pearles before [wne leaſt 
D. Thomas Perhaps they tread them which then feete, As 
1. P. . l. art. it is vnderitood by S. Alus and 8. 
. ad 2. & Thomas. 
8. Aug.. ' It the Scripture were plaine and 
(. (ut quiſ- eaſy , doubtleſſe it would be lefſe eſtee- 
| _ auf med both of the infidells & Chriſtians 
| SGocilleeſt) then is fitting. Moreouer to many it 
| bom.7 in - 3 
. would be an occaſi on ot pride and aro- 
gancy. For if they hould perceauc that 
theſe things which treate of profound 
myſteries were plaine and apparcut, 
they would brag of themſelues exce- 


ſuuely 


beiog tileut the bepã to diſpute u ith the 


The ſechnd reaſon, yt the Scrip- 


in 
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ſſiuely. & imagin nothing to beſo hard 
which they could not by their one 
wit and learning conceaue and vnder- 
ſtaud. But now contrari wiſe they ſee 
the obſcurity of the Scripture to be ſo 
great, that by no meanes they are able 
to ouercome it, and therefore finding 
themſelues ignorant and wanting the 
inſtruction of others, they fly ſeriouſly 
to Cod, to the end that he may open 
their eyes and illuminate their vnder- 
ſtanding, that his diuine miſtcries may 
be layd open vnte them. As Dauid did 


V ho ſayd: Open my eyes and I will conſider 
the wonders of thy law. And a litele after. MD 


Giue me vnderſtanding and I will ſearch the 4. 
law. And againe in the ſame Plalme. 

Ilumim ate thy face vponthy ſeruant and teach 

me thy iuſtiſicatians. And very well: for the 
ſenſe of the Scripture can proceed from 
none but from the Author of the Scrip- 
tute: But the author of the Seripture is- 
the holy Ghoſt, and therefore it is cal- 
led the word of God: the ſenſe therefore 
of the ſcripture can come from none 
but from the holy Ghoſt, to which that 


place of S. Peter doth belong, noprophecy a. Petr.. 


of Scriptare is made by private —_— 20. 
© 


j 
= 2 , . o 

= © 

7 2 L 
. 

1 2 * 
, ; #7 = 

gn f 4 * 

3 


Math. tr To 
25. 


64 Of the Judge 
The cauſe he addetk: For not by mans wil 
was prophecy brought at any time, but the holy 
— of God ſpate > mſyired with the holy 
Gho | 
And thus it cometh to paſſe, that 
proud and arogant men whoarc wiſe 
in thcirowne iudgments, and attribut 
much to the it owne Wits, do neuer ob- 
taine the true ſenſe, becauſe God reſiſteth 
tbe proud, and giueth grace to the humble. And 


this is it that Chriſt ipake ot in the 


Ghoſpell: I confeſſe to the O Father, be- 
cauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from 
the wiſc and the prudent, and haft re- 
ucalcd them to little ones. And alſo the 
Apolſtle, ſaying themſclues . 
become foolith . 


Tt followes neceſſarily 0 out of the obſcu- 
rity of the Scripture, that many 
Controuerſics ariſe amongit 
Chriſtians . 


Hs is another principleof thoſe 
which I ſet downe before. And 
truly it needeth no other confirmation 
then daily experience. For it is gene- 
rally well known that in all ages cuen 
from 
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from the Apoſiles ty me vnto this our 
preſcat age, that there hath ſprung out 
alwaies new controucrfies about the 
true and lawlull ſenſe of Scripture .But 
now letting paſſe all thoſe which haue 
beenc ſet abroach in the tyme of 4riw, 
Macedonius, Donatus, and dther auncient 
heretikes; Intinite they are that occur 
in this preſent tyme, of v hich IV illſet 
dowyne ſome : as tor cxample , there 18 
a controuerſy. 

r. In whae ſenſe thoſe words of 
Chriſtare to be vnderſtood: This is my 
body. The Lutherans vnderſtand it ſo, 
this bread is m y body. The Caluiniſts, 

this bread ſi raniGerh my body . The 
Catholikes agree with neither of 
them. 

2. Howthatofs. lohn 15 to be vn Ioan. 3.5. 
derſtood : V nleſſe a man be borne againe of the © vu 
water and the ſpirit, he cannot enter into the | 
kingdome of God . The Catholikes and 
the Lutherans do vnderſtand thereby 
the nece ſſity of baptilme with water; 
and alſo out of it do gather that infants 
without baptiſme can in no wiſe be 
ſaued. The Caluiniſts deny all this. 


3. What Chriſts meaning was 
when 


Ioan.20. 
426 


Ioan. 6. 53. 
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when he ſpake theſe words to the 
young man of whom mentien is made 
in S. Matthew; It thou will enter into 
life, kcepe the comaundments. Caluia 
interpreteth it to be ſpoken in ieſt; the 
Catholikes hould it to haue beenc fayd 
in carneſt.. 
Whether out of theſe words: 

Ieſus came the doores being shut, aud food in tlie 
midſt o ſ them, may be gathered tliat Chriſt 
pierced the doofes ſhut . The Catho- 
likes affirme it. Others deny it And 
ſurely, Occolampadius he thinketh , that 
whilcit the doores were ſhut, Chriſt 
crept in at the window:others imaginl 
know not what chinkes by the which 
they lay he entred in 

5. Whether Chriſt ſpake of the 


Sacrament of the Fucharif when he 


ſayd: Vnleſſe you eate the fleib of the ſonne of | 
man, and drinke bis bloud,, you thall not haue liſe 
in ou. The Catholikes affirmc 1 it: the 
Lutherans deny it. 

6. Whether Chriſt bindeth all Iay 
men to receaue the Chalice, when he 


Cal. lib, 4. faith : Drinke yea all of this . Caluin 
Iuſlit c.17, holdeth he doth . There in adecree ( ſay th 
... as. hc ) ou the eternall God, that all drinks . 


And 
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Anda little attcr , They are wordes of him 
commaunding: Drinke yes all of this Chalice . 
But the Catholikes teach , that theſe 
words only belonged to che Apoltles, 


as S. March declarcth, when he ſayth, Mark, 14. 


and they all drank of it. | 
7. Wahethcr ſiune he taken proper- 


ly of the Apoſtle: Let not ſinne therefore Rem. s. u. 


raigne in yony mortall body. The Lutherans 
and the Caluiniſts hould that it is: and 
from thence they gather that concupi- 
ſcenſe (of the which the Apoſtle there 
ſpeaketh) is originall ſinne: but the Ca- 
tholikes teach, that the word ſinne is 
there improperly taken, to wit for the 
cauſe of ſinne; becauſe coneupiſcenle 
though it be not properly a ſinne, yet 
it doth prouoke to ſinne. 

8. Whether out of that place of 


S. Paul: we account 4 man to be iuſtiſed by EE 
fayth without the workes of the law; may be Romez 28. 


gathered that only fayth juſtificch. The 
Luthcrans affit ine it. The Catholikes 


Whether tat place of the A- 
poſtle: But he ſhalbe ſaued, yet ſo as by 
ficr z 5e vnderſtaod of Purgatory fiet? 


The Catholikes do affirme it with. 


E22 Aug. 


Luc. 3 30. 


1. Cor. 9. 5. 
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Aug. vpon the ;7. Pſalme, and other 
More a1icic if Farets: lhe Lutbcrans 


and the Caluiniſts deny it. 


Io. Whether it may be gathered 
our of S. Paul, that the Apoſtles had 
wiues , where he ſayth: Haue we not 
power to lead about a min aſister, as alſo the 
reft of the Apojiles* Tne Lutherans athrme 
it out of Luthers Glofle which is this, 


of leading about a woman wife. But truly the ö 


Cataoikes will not ad mit this gloſſe. 

11. Of What fayth Chriſt ſpcaketh | 
when he 7 belieue only, and he 
ſhalbe fate. The Lutherans interpret 
it to be iuſtifying faith , whoſe effect 
is the temiſſion of ftianc. But the Ca- 
tholikes voderſtand it of chat fayth 
which larus Prince of the Sinagogue | 


did belecue that his daughter then dead : 


could be raiſed againe by Chriſt, þ 
12: And what the ſenſe of that 


| Ifay. 4 41 place is: Do good er euill iſ you can: Out of | 


which Luther proucth that men haue 
not freewill; becauſc they cannot do 
good and ill as they liſt. The Catho- 


likes laugh at this their argument, be- 


Cauſe thoſe words are not looken to 


men, but to the Idols of the Gentills, 


which | 


= 


the A poſtle world not haue ſayd, Bre- 
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w hich although they be worſhiped of 
the Gentilis as Gods, yet they be not 
Goss, becaule they can neyther profit 
their worſbippers, not hurt their con- 
temners. : | 


13. Whether out of that which is 
Written of S. lehn Baptift : The infant pc, 44. 


mp wombe did leape ſor io, may be gathered 


that all intants when they arc baptized 
haue actuail fayth? The Lutherans ſay 
yea, the Catholikes no. | 
14. Whether God commaunded 
all to be maried, when he (ayd , Increaſe 
and multiply. The Lutherans hould that Gen, 1. 281 
in thoſe words ate implied a precept to 
marry. But the Catholikes take it as Gen... 
a bleſſing, giuen to mariage already 


contracted, as appeareth in the tex: it 


ſelfe. 

15. Whether this place of S. Paul: 
There is one mediatour of God and men, man ven 
Cbriſt leſus, doth exclude the invoca- 
tion and interceſſion of Faints, as the 
aducrlarics affirme. Or do not as we 
Catholikes maintaine, and proue, be- 
cauſe it doth not exclude the inuoca- 
tion of Saints vpon earth: otherwiſe 


2 tlthren 


t. Theſ.z. thren pray for vs. 


ea. theſe follies. 4 
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45. 16. Who are thele two witneſſes 
of whom is made mention in the 11. 
of the Apocalips: And I willgiae to my two 
wittneſſes, and they shall propbeſy a thouſand twe 
hundred ſixty daies, clothed with ſack=lotbes. 
Some of our aduerlarics lay , that Lu- 
ther and Caluin are meant thereby. 
Othersthe old and.the new teſtament: 
but the Catholikes ſay Henoch,and Helias, 
or Moſes, and Helias. 

17. What that Ggnificth which is 
written of Antichriſt in the Apocalips. 
And be did great ſignes, ſo that be alſo made 
fier to come dewne from heauen . Our gduc- 
ſaries do vaderſtand by fier deſc caing I 
Pow. iba from heauen , the Pope his. excom- 


=_— munication , as Powell the Caluiniſt, 
_—_ and Balduints the Lutheran do hould, 4 
diſpr.de and hcreby they prone that the Pope is f© 


Anutich, Antichriſt. The Catholikes contemne 


„ 
4 WL 


mY + 


4 


A 


2 \ | 
2 N 2 PR. 


c the ſenſe 


Of Controuerſies. =. 


The Scripture cannot be the I ade e of 
theſe, and the like Contronerſus 


T is cettainethatin theſe and ſuch 

like Contronerſics which are about 
the ſenſe of the Scripture, ſome certaine 
judge is ncedtull , who may decide the 
ſame, and olainly pronounce that this 
is true, and not the other. But nowT 
will proue with two arguments that 


the Scripture it ſelfe cannot be this 
judge. 


The firſt is drawne out of that 


' which ſayd before in this manner: 
The ludge ſo oughe to pronounce ſen. 


tence 


t both parties at variance may 
erſtand it, otherwiſe he ſhould 


I 
Wende it to no purpoſe; But the 


erißture when the lenſe thereofis ob- 
© Frurg;and doubtfull ( which falleth out 


„ 

2 

* 

x” 

- L- often as I haue ſhewed aboue) cannot 
* 


ſo planly pronounce ſentence, that it 
may be vnderſtood of both parties at 
variance. For if it ſhould clearly pro- 


of the Scripture ſhould not be obſcure, 


but piaineandmanifeſt, which is con- 
SS: _ erary 


t 
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trary to our ſuppoſition. Therefore in 
ſuch a caſe the Scripture cannot be 
iudge. 

Perchance you will ſay, that al- 
though the ſenſe of the Scripture in one 
place be obſcute, yet notwithſtanding 
in ſome other place i it is very playne, 
and therefore the Scripture by th at 
place which is eleare, may pronoance 
ſcarcnce of that place which is ob- 
ſcure. | 

I anſwere . The heretikes harpe 
on this ſtr ing but in vaine. For firſt , if 
it be ſo, Where fore by that meancs do 
they not end all controuerſies bet wene 
them? wherefore 1 ſay, do not the Lu- 
therans and the Caluiniſts, ſeing they 
ſo long contend about ſome obſcure 
place, run preſently to another which 
is plaine? or if they do ſo, why make 
they not an endof all their ſtrife? Here 
they are at a non- plus, and Know not 
What to lay. 

Furthermore that the words of 
the Scripture are playne, is one thing. 
but that the ſenſeis plaine is another. 
For the pl ineſſe of the words depen- 
dern vpon the kno wledg of grammer. 
but 
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but the ſenſe vpon che intention and 
counſell of the holy Ghoſt. And doub- 
tle ſſe oftenty mes it may happen that 
one may be perfect in the kno wledg of 
his grammer, and yet very ignorant of 

the meaning of the holy Ghoſt . So 
that it may fall out very well, that the 
words of the Scripture may beplaine, 
yet the ſenle ot the words as they be in- 
tẽded of the holy Ghoſt maybe obſcure. 
To thew this to the cye Iwill declare 
it with this example. The words of 
Chriſt in the ſcripture be theſe: This is 
mj body: This is my bloud. Which words if 


they be taken according to their proper 


ſignification, are ſo manifeſt and plaine 
that they may be well vnderſtood of all 
men, whether they be Chriſtians, 
Iewes, Turkes, or Ethnicks. But about 
the ſenſe of them intended by the holy 
Ghoſtalmoſt infinite controuerſies are 
amongſt Chriſtians . The like is to be 
found in thoſe words of S. lohn. Mary 
Magdalen cometh earely to the monument when 
it was jet dare. And in thoſe of S. Mark. 

She came to the monument the ſunne being 
riſen. Then the which wordes nothing 


could be ſpoken more plainly , yet be- 
E 5 cauſe 
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cauſe the firſt do ſeeme to be contrary 


to the ſecond, it may be doubted , and 
that with great reaion, what the proper 
ſenſe of them is, and how they may a- 
gree one with another. 

Moreouer I lay that oftentymes it 
happeneth that the one party thinketh 
that place cleare and manifeſt which 
the other houldeth to be obſcure and 
intricate. New then what i5 to be done 
n ſuch a caſe? or what iudge is to be 
admitted ? doubtleſſe the ſeripture can- 
not be the iudge ſeing the controuerſy 
is about the ſenle of it, when ſome 
thinke it plaine, others obſcure, andof 
ſome it is conſtrucd in this ſenſe, of o- 
thers in another. What couuſeli (ball 
we take therefore? mult not then ano- 
ther iudge be (ought out. For example. 


There is contention betwixt vs and 


the Caluiniſts, as concerning the true 
deſcending of Chriſt into hell which 
they deny, we mantaine, and do for 
our beleife bring a double reſtimony, 
The one ĩs out of the Crecd: He deſcended 
into bell, the other out of the acts: [hou 
wilt not leaue my ſoule in hell. We ſay 
that * of theſe be cleate and euident; 
The 
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The Caluiniſts deny both, and with 
their obſcure iuterpretatiou they make 
both places moſt obſcure. For they in- 
terpret the firſt ia this ſenſe: Hedeſcended 
inte hell, that is (lay they) he ſuffered 
ypon the Croſſe molt crucll and nor- 
rible torments of a damned & forlorne 
man, that preſſed with anguith he was 
forced to cry out, My God, why haſt 
thou forlaken me ? So Caluin . Bur 
they take the latter in this ſenſe: Thon 


— 


Cal. lib. 235 


| l n. c. is. 
thalt not leaue my Carcaſe in the graue. What 6. 10. 1. 


is to be done here s To what iudge ſhal catechiſres 
we appeale ? If we aske counſell of the Hidelberge 
Scripture, it will ſay the ſame that it 4%. 44. 


ſayd before. It will not ad lo much as 
any one iote to that ſet downe, Now of 
that which is ſayd before is the contro- 
uerſy, vvhich can neuer be ended by that 
which is ſayd before. If then after the 
Controuerſie begun, the Scriprare ſay 
no new thing at all, but remaine Rill 
in the ſame ancient tearmes, truly by 


it the contention cannot be decided, - 


but of neceſſity we muſt eyther go to 


ſome other Iudge, or one of the parties 


contending muſt yield voluntarily, or 
els they are forced till to n 
e their 
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thcir endleſſe ſtrife and contention. 
The other argument is this. There 
are many teſtimonies of the Scripture 
which can by no meaues be interpre- 
ted according to the true ſenſe, but by 
the authority and tradition of the 
Church: Therefore it a Controuerſy 
ſhould ariſe about theſe teſtimonies, 
the Scripture only cannot be judge, 
but wie ſought to fly to the tradition & 
authority of the Church: as for cxaple 
Chriſt ſayth, Teach ye all nations, bapti⁊ ing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Senne 
and of the holy Ghoſt. The true and lawfull 
ſenſe is, that in baptiſme we arc to pro- 
nounce theſe wordes. I baptize thee in the 
name oſ the Fat her, and of the Sonne, and of the 
holy Ghoſt. And that baptilme without 
ſuch a verball and expreſſe pronuntia- 
tion of thoſe words is no true baptiſme. 
We and our aduerlaries agree in this. 
But if one (hould deny this to be the 
ſenſe, and ſhould ſay, that theſe words 
were not needfull: In the name of the 
Father, and the Sonne, and the holy 
Ohoſt, but that an in ward will and 
intention of baptizing him, in the 
name of the holy Trinity were ſuſſi- 
cient; 
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cient; how ſhould he be confuted?only 
out of tlie words of the Scripture? No- 
thing leſſe, leing the wordes be theſe 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father &c, where there is not any vo- 
call inuocation of the bleſſed Trinity 
inſinusted, to be of neceſſity? From 
whence haue we then that it ought to 
be verily from the practiſe and tradi- 
tion of the Church? If thou doſt reiect 
this, thou ſhalt not haue helpe againſt 
the aduerſary, who ſhall deny the pro- 
nouncing of theſe words to be ne- 
ccllary. 

Another example is this. Chriſt 
ſayth, Vnleſſea man be borne againe of water 
and ſpirit be cannot emer into the kingdom of 
God. This place according to the true 
and lawfull ſenſe is vnderſtood of the 
neceſſity of baptiſme with Water, as 
the Luthetanes themſelues do eonfeſſe. 
yet the Caluiniſts notwithſtancing 
deny it. How therefore can they be 
confuted of the Lutherans? Truly not 
out of the Word alleadged. For al- 
though water be named there, yet it is 
not ſo expreſly named, as though it 


ought to be vnderſtood of true and na- 
curall 
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curall water. For in another place it is 
called ſier as in S. Lule: He fhall bap- 
tize you in ſpitit aud fier, and yet it is 
not vnderſtood of true fire. Therefore 
how can it appeare that in the former 
place true Water is to be vnderliood ? 
or how will the Lutherans proue it a- 
gainſt the Caluiniſts? Not by any o- 
ther meanes, then by the practiſe, order, 
and tradition of the Church. 


Another. Chriſt in his laſt ſupper 


did not only inſtitute the bleſſed Sa- 
crament. , but allo he adioyned the wa- 
ſhing ot feete, and in the inſtitution of 


the ble ſſed Sacrament he ſayd, Eate and 


drinkę: but in the waſhing of feete, and 
jou ought one to wash the feete of another. Here 
the Aduerſar ies ſay, that in the firſt 
words there is a precept , but not in the 
laſt. And ſo the faythfu!l by Gods com- 
maundment are obliged to receaue the 
bleſled Sacrament in both kindes, but 
not ſo to the waſhing of feete. Now I 
aske, how they are eertaine of this? or 
by what prerence do they thinke them- 
ſelues bound to the reccauing of both 
kyndes, and yet free from the waſhing 
of feet ? Certain. they cannot pretend 
N the 
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the words of Scripture: For they ſeeme 
rather to ſhew the contrary. For theſe 
words, Eate anddrinke , ſeeme to _ 
no more of thcmiclues, then if a houſ- 
keeper thould (ay to his gueſts , cate and 
dt inke, and be merry. And ifthe houſ- 
keeper thould lay ſo, it would not be 
thought that be meant thereby to bynd 
them by a precept . Therefore ſeing 
Chriſt ſpake in the ſame manner, how ñ 
is ĩt cettaine that he intended by thae 
manner of ſpeaking to oblige all the 
faythfull to the teceauing of both kinds? 
But theſe wordes; You ought to waſh 
the feete of one another, ſeeme to ſigni- 
fy a precept no leſſe, then if the mai- 
ſter ſhould ſay to the ſeruant: Thou 
muſt couer the table. How therefore 
know they that by theſe words they are 
not obliged to walh the feete of one a- 
nether, leing the words themſelues do 
ſhew plainly an obligation? Only by 
the practiſe , and Tradition of the 
Church. For the Church neuer hath 
vſed this waſhing as neceſſary , which 
notwithſtanding (he would haue done 
if ſhee had thought that ſhe had beene 
obligedto it, _ that by Chriſts com- 

maundment. 


30 
maund ment. 

\ ] omit many like examples which 
are eaſy to be found. And out of theſe [ 
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* thus: The Scripture may be 


conſidered two waics. 1. According to 
the bare and out ward letter. 2. Accor- 
ding to the inward ſenſe which is in- 
tended of the holy Ghoit. But neyther 
of theſe two waics can it be iudge of 
Controuerſies. Not the former way as 
we haue proued in the firſt part of this 
ſecond argument. Neither as it is taken 
in the ſecond way , becauſc the ſenſe of 
the Scripture oftentymes is ſo obſcure 
and doubt full, that there is need of ſome 
other iudge who may define this to be 
the true meaning, Which is intended ot 
the holy Ghoſt, and not any other con- 

trary. And this is ſufficient about the 

ſecond Argument drawne from the 

Scripture « 


Of Comtronerſſes. | 81 


THz III. Ax GVMENT. 


Which is drawne out of the Coutro- 
werſies them ſelues. » 


H 1s argument, thus I propound. 

There are many Controuerlyes a- 
bout fayth and Religion, of the which 
in the Scripture there is no mention 
made at all or at leaſt not ſo much as is 
ſufficient, ſo that the Scripture may 
giue ſentence of them: therefore in de- 
ciding of them, ſome other iudge is to 
be ſought. Such Controuerſyes be 


theſe. | 
The firſt, whether the Bookes 
of Toby, Iudith, VViſcdome, Eccleſiaſticus, & 
ene Macbabeesbe Canonicailand diuine? 
The Lutherans, and the Caluiniſts ſay 
no. But the Catho'jkes ſay the con- 
traty. Now who muſt be iudge to de- 
cide this contention? The Scripture 
cannot be. Neither the Lutherans nor 
the Caluinit!ts (« bich is well co be no- 
ted) doappealeto the Scriptugg, but to 
the Canon and tradition oftſhe leu es. 
They ſay therefore that thoſc Bookes 
F cannot 


* 
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cannot be found ia the Canon of the 
Ic wes, which is extant 11S , Hierome, 
and therefore they are not to be accòũ- 
ted Canonicall and Diuinc Hence 
they confeſſe, that in this calc there 
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ought to be ſome other iudge beſides 


the Scripture. And who is that? The 
tradition of the Iewes ſay they. But 
is not this ſtrang, to ſec our Aduetſa- 


ries make more reckoning of Iewes, || 
then of Chriſtians? For although they 


be deſirous to be accounted Chriſtians 
they are deadly enem yes to the traditi- 
ons of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, and yet 
notwithſtanding make great accompt 
of the Icwes traditions, Wherefore ſay 
. they not rather with S,, Auguſtine ; Not 
2 the lewes, but the Church bolderh the Boo les of 
Dei c. 36. the Machabees for C awonicall? or with Iſi- 
dorus : The lee: do not rece aue the bookes of 
| Toby, Iudith and the Machabees, but the Church 
dor. in l. 40th number them among the Canonicall Scrip- 
Proc m. de tures ? And in the ſame place: The Booke 
lib. yer, & of VV iſedome, and Eccliſiaſticus are kno 1 nets 
no. Teſt. haue the like authority that other Canonical 
Bookes baue? . 
The ſecond is, how many Sa« 
craments there be of the new Law ? 
| Our 
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 Oburaduerſacieslay but c wo, Baptiſme, 
aud the Lords lupper: I he Cacholiks 
belecue ſeauen. But What loyth the 
' Scripture ? Nothing av concerning a- 
ny cert«tae number , and cheretore it 
cannot be the ludge in this Contro- 
uerſy. From whence therefore receaue 
the Catholikes the number of ſea- 
nen, if not out ot Scripture? From the 
tradition and confent ofthe Church. 
From hence the aduerlaryes the nũ- 
bet of 2. Let them looks from whence. 
Truly they haue it not from the Scr ip- 
ture: but if they thinke they haue, let 
them performe theſe three things. Fitſt 
let them ſhe w out of Seripture, that the 
name of a Sacrament is attributed to 
Baptiſme, and to the Euchariſt, and 
not as well to Confirmation, Order, Pen- 
nance, Matrimony, and ExiremeV nition. Se- 
condly out ot Scripture let them define 
a Sicrament. Thirdly let them thew, 
that the definition agreeth fitly with 
B iptiſme, and the E ucharilt, and not 
as well ta the reſt . It they can do this 
they do ſomething: but that they nei- 
ther wil, nor euer can do this I am moſt 


F For 
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For firſt x nere will they find in ; 


Ser ĩptute, that the name ot a Sacramet 

is attributed to Baptilme, and the Eu- 

chariſt. Truly io no place , But 1 will 

find here it is applyed to Matr'mo. 

ny. For fo writetn the Apoſtle. For this 

Epb. s. 3x. car ſe hall man le aue his Father and Mother, c 

hall cleaue io bis wiſe and they shalbe two in 

one flesh. This u 4 great Sacrament : But 1 

ſpeakan Tbriſt, & in ibe Church, As thought 

fac had ſayd, That a man thall icouc his 

parents and cleaue to his wife. This is 

a great Sacrament, becauſe it is a ſigne 

ot che vnio of Chriſt with his Church 

that is, the mariageof Chriſt, and his 
Church. | 

SO. Secondly where will they find 

de car tu in the Scripture thedcfinition of a Sa- 


Bab c. vit crament*Luther indeed doth thus define 


Mc<law, tn it? 4 Sacrament i 4 promiſe annexed 10 an ex: 
ep. Conf. ternal ſiene . . 
Aug.  Melanfthontbus: A Sacrament is 
art 13. | arite Which bath the commandmene 
_ e God, to which is adioyned a promi- 
ſe of grace, that is to ſay, of free recon · 
de numer c iliation, or temiſſion of finnes, as he 
gacramen- cxplicateth himſelfe. 
torum. Calum in this manner: A Sacra - 
| ment 
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ment is an outward tigne by thewhich Calu, l. 4 : 
our Lord doth leale to our conſciences 1»/7i2 cap. 
the promiſe of his good willto vader. 4 · f. 2+ 


prop the weaknes of our fayth. But 
ver ily none ot all thele definitions are 
in the Scriptute. Nay one of them 
doth not agree with another. For La- 
tber in his definition layth, tbat the pro- 
mile is of the e ſlence of a Sacrament, 
Melancthon hnouldeth, that it is annexed 
to the Sacrament. But Calatn inſinua- 
teth in bis, that the promiſe is not anne- 
xcd to the Sacrament , but rather that 

the Sactament is annexed and added to 
the promiſe; and not that the promiſe 

is of the effect of Gods good will to- 

wards ys. There fore according to Me- 

lancthon thus the promiſe were to be ex- 
prelled if any ſhail recea ue the ſacram ẽt 

ot Baptiſme, or of the Euchariſt;HimT - 
promiſe the rem iſſion of his ſinues. But 
according to Calum in this mãner; God 
hath prom: led to vou remiſſion of ſins 
and life cucriaſting ,and this promiſe 


he declares and ſeales by the Sacra- 


ments. * 
Thirdly, whatſocuer is to be 
thought of theſe definitions, which 
| x Fx ; | - our 


. 
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our Aduerſaryes haue newly inuented, 
how will they ſhe u our of the Scrip- 
ture, that they agree to Baptiſme, and 
the Eucharilt? 1 for my part {cc not. 
But let vs try. One definition is this 
A Sacrament is a rite Which hath 4 
Commandment of God, to which is 
annexed promiſe ofremiſſion of ſi ns. 


Let out aduerſaryes prouc out of lerip- 


ture, that this definition is agrecablé 
to the Euchariſt. Let them proue I ſay 
this out of Scripture, that the Eucha- 
riſt hath a promiſe of remiſſion ot ſinns 
annexed vnto it. Or, that which is all 
one, That Godin the Scripture doth 
promiſe vs remiſſion of our ſinns if we 
rece aue this Sacrament. They can ne- 
uer proue it. For this Sacra ment is not 
orday ned of God to remit a man his 
ſinnes, or to make of a wicked man, or 
a ſinner a juſt & holy man, but rather 
it is inſtituted to the end, that it may 
nouriſh, confirme , and i6creale that 
iuſtice, grace and lanctity, which was 
in him before he receaucd this Sacra- 
ment, Nay rather it is ſo farre off from 
xemitting of ſinnes, ax iris pernicious 
toafinger-if he come to it, knowing 
2 himlelfe 
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himſelfe guilty of deadly ſinne. Hence 

ũt is of the Apolile to the Corinthians, 
But let 4 man proue himſelſe, and ſo ler him eat 
of that bread, and drinke of that chalice, for he 
that eateth and drinketh vnworthily, eateth & 
dranketb iudg ment to bimſelſe. And Chriſt 
in his laſt iupper would not giue the 
Euchariſt to his Apoſtles before he had 
waſhed their feet, to the end that he 
might giue vs to vnderſtand that none 
vnles they be waſhed pure, and free 
from all mortall ſinne are to be admit- 
ted to the holy table of our Lord. And 
the reaſon is plaine out of the nature of 
this Sacrament . For what is the Eu- 
chariſt, but a kind of ſpirituall meate, 
and drinke by the which our ſoule is 
refre ſhed and made ſtrong ? Fer my fleth, 
ſayth Chriſt, ij truly weate, and my bloud is 
trulydrinke . And therefore as corporall 
meate and drinke doth not profit the 
body, vnles it be aliue: euen ſo neither 
the Euchariſt dot h helpe the ſoule, vn- 
les it be voyd of ſin. which is the death 
of the loule. 
The th ird Controuerſy is, Whe- 
ther cxorciſmes,and other ceremonyes 


vſed in the Catholike Church may be 
Fs: admit- 
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admitted in Baptiſme? ThatLutherans 
admit them, the Caluinilts reiect che. 
Yet neither of them both can confirme 
their opinion out Scripture. Not the 
Lutherans, becauſe the Scripturein no 
place maketh mention, that ſuch cere- 


monyes ought to be vſed: but only we 


reccauc them from the tradition of the 
Church. Of the which thus 8. AugU- 
ſtine writeth . By the moſt ancient tradition of 


Aug l. 2. the Church( (ayth he) children are exerciſed 


de nupt. 


and breathed vpon, that they may be tranſlated 


G concup. 1c the kingdome of Chriſt, from the power of 


cap. 19 


darknes. Not the Caluiniſts, without it 
be in this manner. No ceremonyes are 
to be vſed in the Church, but thoſe of 
the which there is expreſſe com nand 
in the Scripture: But there is no com- 
mand of the ceremonyes, whic' the 
Catholikes vſe in Baptiſme : Therfore 
ſuch Cefemnnyes are not to be vſed. 
Buctbe Miior is both faiſc and con- 


trary to the Caluiniſts themleſues. For 


the Ciluin iſts do vie many ceremonies 


in Biptiſme , of the which there is no 


command inthe whole Suripeure,ſuch 
arctheſe, 1. That the intant muſt be 
baptized before al the people, and that 


5 


O Controuerſies. 39 
it ſhould be on a Sunday, or ſome ot her 
day vrhen the people is ont to come 
togeather. 2. That they who bring 
the infant to be baptized ſhould be aſ- 
ked whether they will promiſe to in- 
ſtruct the child in fayth and manners, 
after he ſhall grow to perfect age. 3. 
That a name ſhould be impoſed vpon 
the infant, who is baptized 4. That 
the forme of Baptiſme ſhould be pro- 
nounced in their country language. 5. 
That the Creed, our Lords prayer. & 
others alſo ſhould be recy ted. Which 
ceremonyes Caluin preſcribeth in a litle 
booke treating of the forme ot mini- 
ſtring the Sacraments . But where I 
pray you, is commanded in Scripture 
Baptiſme ought to be miniſtred? Cer- 
tainly in no place. Hence therfore fol- 
lo wet h, that either they muſt reiect al 
thoſe their ceremonyes, or els griunt, 
that all thoſe which we vſe arc not 
therefore to be condemned, becauſe 
they are not expreſly commanded in 
Scripture. | 10 

The fourth Controuerſy. Whe-: 
ther thoſe who are baptized of here- 
tikes, are to be baptized againe ? S. c 
T F5 Pra 
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prian in tymes paſt who was Biſhop of 
Carthage did affirme it with ſome o- 
thers. But S. Auguſtine did deny it, and 
followed that doctrine which was 
more true, the which he did defend by 
no other meancs then by the Apoſtoli- 
call tradition, & practiſe of the Church. 
For ſo he writes againſt the Donatiſts. 
yyhich cuſtome (ſay th he) to wit that bap- 
Aug. I . ſiſute may not be iteratad, I beleeue to haue pro- 


con. Do- Seeded out of the Apoſtolicall tradition. And 


vat. c. 7. againe. That cuſtome which was oppoſed 4 
gainft Cyprian, is to be beleeued to haue 


receiued it beginning from the Apo- 


ſtolicall tradition, to the which Cyprian 
did not yeald, becauſe it ſeemed to him 
vtterly deſtitute of any authority from 
the Scripture . 
There are many ather ſuch like 
eontrouerſies which cannot be decided 
out of Scripture alone, but they muſt 
of neceſſity haue ſome other Iudge 
which heer Iwill briefly poynt to. 1. 
Whether Baptiſme may be giuen by 
one dipping .. 2. Whether Chriſtians 
may worſhip Sunday in place of the 
Sabboath. 3. Whether our Lady re- 
maincda Virgin after her Childbirth, 
- 4. Whether 
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4. Whether S. Peter the Apoſtle was 
Bichep of the Romaine Church, 5. 
Werther the Creed be Canonicall and 
Apoſtolicall. 6. Whether in the old 
Testament there was ſome outward 
remedy tor women againſt originall 
ſinne. - ARES 
THE IIII. ARGVMENTo. 
mich s taken ont if the uſe and pra- 
ſe of the old Teitament , where 
nut the Scripture , but the 
- Biſhop was acknoveleged 
for the ludee x 


T iscertaine, that in the old Teſta- 
ment all legall controuerſies which 


were of great moment were to be en- 


ded and dccided by the High Prieſt, 
as by the ſupreme ludge vpon earth, 
and not by the Scripture only. Wit- 


neſſe af this is loſebh in theſe wordes, 


The high Prieff doth offer vp ſacrifice to God be- 
fore all other Priefis, he keepeththe | ewes, he is 
iuage of controuer ſyes, he puniibetb offenders, 
wahofeuer is diſobedient 10 him is punitbed a im- 
pious 4gainft God. [£46 k 

_ TREO. And 
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Deut. y. d. that place of Deaterenomy. If thou perceaue 


diuers Controuerſycs: in this tuo cl- 


ning b oud. The other concerning le- 


1 2 . Pard! . 
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And thisis plaiaiy de duced out ol 


that the tudgment withthee be hard and doubts 
full betweene bloud and blou« c auſe and cauſe, 
leproſy and not leproſy , and theu ſee iba the 
words of the Iuiges withts thy gates do vary: 
ariſe and go vp to ihe place which thy Lord thy: 
God tball chooje , and thou sbalt come to the 
Prieſts of the Leaiticallſtocke, and to the (urge || 
that 1hailbe at that tyme. and thou thelt aste of / 
them, who shall chew the: th: truth of the iudg- 
ment, neither shalt theu decline to theright 
hand, nor to the leſt hand: bil he that Shallze ( 
proud reſuſing to obey the dom n ind ent of the \ 
Prieſt wich at that tyme miniſtereth to our (/ 
Lord thy God, aud the decree 0; the tudge, tba 
man shall dye. IS 
About this paſſage we muſt note, 
firſt that amongſt the lewes there were 


pecially are recorded. Ine one concer =: 


proſy: but in other places we find foure 
as in the {-cond of Paral p. in theſe 


words. V bereſaeuer there is queſtion of the 
Law, of the command ment, of Ceremonyes, 4. 


ef iuſtiſc atio n. Where Lyranus tells vs, t nat 
ſome did ariſe out of the Law of the 
To Dccalogus 
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Decalogue , ſome out of the morall 


"Commandments, w hich are not in the 


Law of the Decalague: ſome out of the 
Ccremonial Precepts belonging to the 
worſhip of God. Some laitly out of 
thole which were iudiciall, and very 


conuen ient for the preſeruing ot out- 
ward peace and iuſtice- 6 


Againe we mult note, that in e- 
uery Citty there were placed inferiour 
iudges, ho according to their office 


>> Were bound to decide ſuch Controuer- 


* 


ſycs, as is ſer downe in the 16. of Dew» | 
teronomy. Iudges and Maiſtert shalt thou ap Det 16, 


point in all thy gates which our Lord thy God 18 


chal giu? thee ineuery of thy Tribs,that they may 

iuagęe the people with iuit iudgement, and not 

decline to en ber part. And againc, be appoin- 

rediud;es of the Land in al the fenced Cuttzes 2. Paral. 

of luds in enery place. 19. 50, 
Moreouer we muſt obſerue, that 

when inferiour Iudgescould not agree 

amongſt themſelues, nor decide thoſe 

conferences, which were preſented to 

them for ſome peculiar difficulty, then 


they were forced to repaire to Hieruſali 


to thoſe who were ſuperiour iudges, o- 


uer whome the high Prieſt was Preſi- 
dent 
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dent or ſupreme iudge , to whoſe ſen. 
tence all were bound to obey vudet 
painc of death. This is plaine our of 
the words, which ate ſet do ne before 
Deut « T7, 8 . | +7 
From hence we gather that there 
was a double Tabernacic ſeat oi Cuũ- 
cell amongſt the lewes; the one was 
greater, the other leſſe. Bet cen them 
there was great difference. Firlt be- 
cauſe the greater M as only at Hieruſalẽ;, 
the leſſer in cucry Citty 2. In the grt a- 
ter were decided matters of greater mo- 
ment; in the lefler tbole M hich were 
caly.3. In greater the high Prieſt was 


Preũdent , not ſo in the leſſer. 4. te 
| Was la wfull to appeale from the leſſe 


to 3 ſo from the greater 
to the leſſer. 5. In the greater there was 
70. perſons beſides the high Prieſt, in 


ark. 14. the leſſer 23, 6. Vhegreater was cal- 


35 


led Sanedrin , or Synedrien. or the Coun- 


Luc. 9.12, cell of the Elders, the leſſer nor ſo. Of 


Act. 4. 5. the greater is often made mention in 


the Ghoſpell. * | 
Both theſe Councells had their 
beginning ynder Moyſes. The leſler was 
ordayned according to the Counſri! of 
| : Jethro, 
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libro, but the greater according to tne 
Commandment of God. The occaſion 

of ordeyning the leſſer is deſcribed in 

Exodus, in theſe wordes: And the next day Exod. 18. 
Moy ſes ſate to zudge the people, who oed by 13. 

Mojjes from morning vntill nigbt, which thing 

when his Alhed bad ſcene, to wit all things that 

he did in the people, he ſayth, VV bat is this tbou 
doſt in the people? VV byſitteſt thou alone, and 
ali the people attendeth from morning vntili 
night? Towhome Moſes anſwered: The people 
cometh to me ſeeking the ſentence of God, and 
when any Controuer ſy chanceth among them, 
they come vnto me to iudge betweene them, and 
te shew the Precepts ef God, and his lawes. But 
be ſayd, Thou doſt not well, thou art tyred 
with ſoolish labour, bot h thou , and this people 
that is with thee, the buſines is aboue thy firengh, 
thou alone canſt not ſuſteine it . But heare my 
words and counſells, & God shallbe with thee. 
Be thou to the people in theſe thinges that per- 
t aine to God, to report their wordes vnto him, 
and to hem to the people the ceremonyes, and 
Tie of woribipping, and the way wherem they 
ought to valle, and the worke that they ought to 
de, and prouide out of all the people men that 
are wiſe , and do ſeare God, in whome there it 


truth, and that do hate anarice » and appoint of 
1b 


Num. 1. 
36 


Ibid y. 24 
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the Tribunes and Centurions, and Qui 
narians, & Decanes ich may iudęe the people 
at all tymes,and what great matter ſoeuer 5vall 
fall out, let them referre it tothee, and let them 
iudge the leſſe matters only . 

Ot che laltitution of the greater 
C»uncell, thus we read. And our Lord 
ſard io Moyſes ; Gather me ſeauenty men of the 
ancients of Iſraell, hom thou knoweſi to be the 
ancients of toe people. and Maiſtcrs, and thou 
sbalt bring them to the dere of the ſabernacle of 
Couenant, and thalt make them to ſtand there 
with thee, that | may deſcend, andſpeake to 
thee: and | will take off thy ſpirit and will de li- 
Ker it to them that they may ſuſtaine with thet 
the burden of the people, and thou only be not 
burdened . And in a1:0ther place. Mey- 

ſes therſore came and tould the people the words * 
of our Lord aſſembling ſeauenty men of the an- 


ciems of Iſrael, om be cauſed to ſtand about 


the Tabernacle : and our Lord deſcended in 4 
cloud. and (pake to lum. taking au'«y off the 
ſpirit that was in uoyſes & giuing it tothe ſea- 
nenty men. And when the ſpirit had reſted on 
them, they propheſied, neither ceaſed they any 
more. 

But when the Councell wa; almoſt 
ouerthrowne, it was reſtored againe 


by 
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by Ioſaphar King of Iuda, as is related in 
theſe wordcs. Ieſapbat therefore dwelt in 

_ Hieruſalem, and went forth to the people ag ans 
from Berſabee vnto mount Ephraim, and recou- 
ciled them to our Lord the Gad of their Fathers. 
And he appointed ludges of the Land in all the 
fenced Curtyes of luda in euein place: & com- 
manding the Judges be ſayd : Take heed what 
Jen do, for you exerciſe not the indgment of man 
bat of car Lord, and hat ſoeuer you thallindge, 
it shall redound to ou. All theſe words are 
vnderſtood of the leſſer Councell. But 
now of the greater. In Hieruſalem alſo lo- 
ſapbat appointed Lenits, & Prie is, and Princes Ibid. v. 2, 
of ſamilyes of i ſraell, that they should iudge the Fo 
irdgment and cauſe of our Lord to the inlabi - 

tanti thereof. and he commanded them ſaying: 

Thus ah all you do inthe ſeare of our Lord faith- 
ſally, and with a perfect hart. Euer cauſe that 
shall come to you of your brethren, that dwell in 
their Cittyes, betweene kindred aud kindred, 
whereſoeuer there is que ſtion of the Lam, of the 
Commandment, of Ceremonyes, of Iuſtificeti- 
ens, shew it them that they ſinne not againſt our 
Lord, and leaſt there come wrath vpon you, and 
jour Brethren , ſo long thereſore you.chall nat 
inne. And Amarias the Prieſt, and your Bishop 


thallbs chiefe in theſe thinges, which pertaine to 
G | God. 
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God, Moreouer Zabidiastbe ſonne of Iſmabel 
who is the Prince in the houſe of Iuds, shalbe o- 
wer thoſe works: which pertaine to the Kings 
_ af. | 
yo Now therfore that I may repeat 
ina word, that which is (ayd . The 
matter was thus done by Moſes in the 
deſert, Firſt Meyſes alone (who was an 
extraordinary high Prieſt) did judge 
all Controuerſyes amongſt the people. 
Then a while after, that he might be 
releaſed a little from his burden, there 
were added to him Tribunes, & Cen- 
turions about the number of fifty, and 
alſo Decanes, who iudged of the leſſer 
_ .. cauſes, and paſſed ouer the greater only 
vnto bim:laſtly to his greater comfort 
70. Seniors were elected, who might 
alſo aſſiſt him in greater cauſes. After 
the death of Mopſes, when the children 
of Iſraeil were come into the Land of 
Promiſe, there was a double Tribunall 
and iudgment conſtituted. The one at 
Hieruſalẽ, to judge of more hard cauſes, 
and the other in euery Citty was pla- 
ced, for thole which were moreeaſy. 
This laſt was giuen from the Councel 


of Decanes, and Tribuncs, but the 
f | „ mr 
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firſt from the Counccll of the ſcauenty 
Seniors. 
N ither may be adioyned, that ic 
was done other wiſe inthe deſert vader 
Moyſes, then it was vnder the other high 
Priclts in the Land of prom iſe; for ther 
was a double difference, the one by 
reaſon of the high Prieſt, the other by 
reaſon of the Councell of the Seniors. 
For the high Prieſt after his entrance 
into the Land of promiſe did not de- 
cyde Controuerſyes, but only out ot the 

written Law. But Meyſes did decyde 
many out of the liuely voice, and ora- 
cle of God before the law was yet wri- 
ten. Among other were theſe three. Num. g. 6. 
Firſt what was to be done with them we. 
who for their Legall vncleanes, could . f. 
not celebrate the Paſch with the reſt? , 
S econdly what puniſhment was to be 
layd vpon him, who was found gathe- Nun. 270 
ring wood vpon the Sabaoth? Thir- . 
dly whether the daughters of Salpb¹ν 
could haue inheritance amongſt the 
the kindred of their Father? Of all 
which there was nothing at all writ- 
ten in the Law. Therefore Moſes asked 


Counſcllof God by a liucly voice, and 
G 2 recea- 
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receauing an anſwere did follow the 
will of God. And then firſt all tkeſe 
were tranſlated into the Law. - 
Of the part of the Councell of 
the Seninets, there was this difference. 
The ſeauenty Seniors, who were ele- 
cted of Meyſes, receaued the ſpirit of 
propheſy cuen at their election. But 
whether the reſt who ſucceeded them, 
by courſe of ty me did recraue the ſame 
It is vncertaine. But this is very credi- 
ble, that whenſocuer they conſulted of 
hard matters, they were helped by the 


ſingular aſſiſtance of God. And that 


this aſſiſtance was graunted eſpecially 
to the Biſhop, whowas chiefe of them, 
when he did performe the office of a 
Iudge in giuing of ſentence. As con- 
cerning the which I wil ſay ſomthing 
heereafer. 


AN OBIECTION. 
| oo may be you will ſay, that all this 


is to be vnderſtood of Legall Con- 
trouerſyes, in the which the High 


Prieſt was the ſupreme Indpe, as it is 


ſufficienily proued: but not of Con- 
| trouerſyes 
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trouerſyes in matters of fayth, in the 
which the Scripture alone was to be 
the iudge. I anſ were. I his truly is ſayd 
without any ground at all. For all 
Controuerlyes, whether they were of 
fayth, or of other matters were called 
Legall, for two cauſcs. Firſt they did 
riſe our of the Law it ſelfe not well vn 
derſtood , Sccondly,becaulc they wy 
to be decyded by the true inter 
of the Law , Morcouer all of them, 
without any exception did belong to 
the Bilhop, euen as to the ſupreme Deu · ry 
Judge, eden thoſe which were of faith , A 
and Religion. This is manifeſt out of 
theſe words cyted a little before: An- 
rias jour Bishop ahallbe chiefe in theſe thinges , 
which appertaine to God. But Controuer- 

ſyes of fayth and religion do belong eſ- 
pecially to God, therefore the Biſhop 

was chicfe in thoſe Controverſyes. * 

But what is it to be chicfe in Contro- 
uerſyes, but to play the part of a Judge? 
Alſo out of the precedent wordes, 
VV hereſoeuer queſizen is made of the La, of 
the Commandment of ceremonies, of zuſtrficair- 
ens, all theſe queſtio; were bronght to 
the Biſhop, and beſide theſe there were 

5 983 no 


102 071. te J udge 
no other, there fore there were none ex- 
empted trom the iuriſdiction of the 


| Bithop. 


Matt, 2. 36 


And it is confirmed by an ex- 
ample. For among the Controuerſyes 
ot Fayth, of which we now eſpecially 
treate,3 principal one was concerning 
the Meſſias. Butcuen this Controuerſy 
| Wy to the Councel of Prieſts, 


or no, in which the High Prieſt Was 
the chiefe. Which to be ſo appeareth 
by the Gboſpell : And Herod thy King bea- 
ring this, was troubled, & all Hieruſalem with 
bim. And gathering togeather al the High Priefts 
and Scribes of the people, he enquired of them, 
where Chriſt thould be borne . But they ſad te 
him. In Bebleem of Inda ;for fo it is written 
by the Prophet: and thou Bethleem the Land of 
Ind. art not phe Ic aſt among the Prince of luda, 

for oui , { thee shallceme ſorth the Septen: that 
Shall rule my people Iſraell. In which place, 
three things are to be noted. Firſt that 
King H: rod w as doubrfull of the place 
where the Mefſjas was to be borne. 
Secondly that he referred the re ſoluti᷑ 
on of this doubt to the Coun 
Prieſts. Thirdly that the Prieſts accor- 
ding 


ther that the Mellias was borne yer” 


9 N. 
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ding to their officercſolucd this doube 

aut of the Scripture , as the rule to the 
which they conformed themſelues. 

Moreouer that the Scripture, 

neither was, nor could be by it (cite a 

iudge of theſe Controuerſyes may eaſi- 

ly be proued. För the Scripture which 

then wascxtant,eſpecially in ſome of 

the firſt ages, was no other but the law 

of Moyſes, ot a volume of the Couenãt, & 
Deuteronomy. But of this volume, there 

art three things certaine. The Autogta- 

phum or firſt copy thereof, was writ= 8 
| ten by Moyes ,and placed of the Prictts pct. zt 
in the Arke of the couenãt of our Lord 4. 
and there kept, that it ſhould be an au- 
thenticall iaſtrument, of the which it 
mightbe manifeſt what the will and pwr, 17. 
diſpoiition of God was. Secondly that 3. &@ A- 
the interpretation thereof in doubtful £41. 2. 12. 
caſes was committed vnto Prieſts, and Male. 
eſpecially to the high Prieſt. Thirdly ** 7 
that this authenticall coppy was to be 
read of the Prieſts vnto all the people, 
jn the Solemnity of the Tabernacles, 


* 


1 but once in ſeauen yeares when it was 

the yeare of temiſſion. Dent. zr. 
N Hcerchence it followeth firſt, 19 
2X G4 | that 
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that the people had not the firſt & au- 
thenticall coppy of the la of Moyſes, 
but only the Prieſts. If therefore out of 
the lolemaity of the · Tabernacles, in 
any tyme of the ſeauen ycare any legall 
Controuerſy had riſen, the people 
could not aske Councell ofthe authen- 
ticall coppy, which then they had not, 
but were to go to the Prieſt, an ſ aske 
the finall ſentence of him as of the or- 
dinary ludge. Secondly it followeth, 
that although the people had the cop- 
py, yet out of it they could not. decyde 
any Controucrſy , For it was not the 
office of the people, but of the Prieſt, 
and eſpecially of the High Prieſt, to 
interprete the law of Moyſes, from the 
which thoſe Controuerlyes had their 

beginning. 

But perchance you may aske, wher- 
fore the interpretation of the la and 
conſcqu-nily the deciding of legall 
conttouerſies belonged rather vato the 
high Prieſt then to others? Seing that 
well it might be that the other Prieſts 
were as$killfull , yea and more skillfull 


jn thelaw then the high Prieſt him- 


fclfe ? I anſwere. If wereſpet humane 
induſtry 
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induſtry it is certaine that others might 
haue becne as killtull in vnderſtanding 
and interpreting of the law, as the 
high Prieit. But if we reſpect the aſli- 
ſtance of the holy Ghoſt , which is 
eſpcciallyto be regarded in this buſines, 
the ſame was communicated rather to 
the high Prieſt then to others, as we 
haue an example in Meyſes. For God 
grounted greater aſſiſtance to &* 
then to 70. Seniors who all were Wni- 
ſters to bim in his office. This is ga- Nun. 11. 
thered out of that our Lord ſayth to 7* 
Moyſes: 1 will take from thy ſpirit and 
deliuer vnto them, that they may ſup- 
port with thee the burden of thepeople. 
Where by the ſpirit we ate to vnderſlãd 
a certaine guift of grace which is ne- 
ceſſary' in them, who will rightly go- 
verne others and end theit conttouer- 
ſies. This therefore is the ſenſe. I will 
take from thy ſpirit, and deliaer vnto 
them, that is, Iwill giue to them a 
guift of grace, but yet infer iour to that 
guift which thou haft, To thee who 

art the chiefe iudge it is hehoueable 
that more be giuen, then to them who 


are ſubieqt tothee. | 
N | G 5 Tur 
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THE V. ARGYMENT, 


Drawne from the cuflome ; dhe, and pra- 
daife of the new Teſtament « 


F VN as in the old Teſtament(as 
Ihaue already ſhewed ) the Scrip- 


ture s not the judge of Controucrſies 
bug bigh Prieſt and Councell of the 
Scnfours : ſo allo in the new it hath 


hitherto beene; yet I will briefly ſhew 
it, that it may appeare plainly . And 
firſt in the tyme of the Apoliles there 
was acontrouerſly asroſe about Circum- 
ciſion, to wit, whether that the new 
Chriſtians, who did receaue the fayth 
of the Ghoſpell could not be ſaued, yn» 
leſſe they were circumciſed and kept 
their jlegall ceremonies ? which con- 
trouerſy was eſpecially vnderſtood of 
the Gentills converted ynto fayth . But 
there was a double opinion about this, 
The one of ſome who'ot Icwes were 


made Chriſtians , who held that the 


Gentiles could not be ſaued bythe fayth 
of Chriſt, vnleſſe they were circum- 
ciſed, and obſerued the ceremonics of 
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the law. The other was ofs. Paul, and 


Barnabas, who affirmed that there was 
no need of citcumciſion; and the ob- 


ſeruation ot legall ccremonies. 

But now how was this contro- 
uerſy decided and ended? was it brought 
to the Scripture alone, encn as to the 
common iudge? Nothing leſſe. But 
rather by the common conſent of both 
parties, lome were elected who might 
go to Hieruſalem, vnto the Apoſtles, 
that they ia ſolemne Councell being 
informed in the whole matter, might 
pronounce there finall ſentence. Which 
. was ſo done; For of the one (ide S. Paul 
and Barnabas were appoynted, and of 
the othet lome other men. Who going 
together to Hiernſalem , went to the A- 
poſtles and Scnioursof the itty. Theſe 
after there was a councell gathered and 
the holy Ghoſt eglled ypon, anſwered 
in theſe words. It ſeemeth gsad to the holy 


| Ghoſt and to vs. to lay no further barden pon A . 16. 
you then theſe neceſſary things. That you abſterne ⁊8 + 


ſrom the things immolated to Idolls, and Ll1d 
and that which is ſtrangled, and fornicatien 
Which words were (ent in manner of 


an Epiſtle to the Chriſtians conueried 
| from 


| 


| 


if 
[ 
J 
1 
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trom Gentility whome they eſpecially 
concerued. And the ſenſe is this. We 
will not put vpon you the burden 
ofcircumciſion or other legall ceremo- 
nics which is troubleſome, but to ab- 
ſta ine from thoſe things, which were 
named before, and this will not be 
troubleſome to you. EE 1 
Here two things are to be noted. 
which are much to cur purpoſe, The 
firſt is that this controuerly of circum- 
eiſion and legall rites could ſuſicientiy 
haue beene decided by S. Paul and Bar- 
nabas, who both were Apoltles, Pro- 
phets and Doctours: Who alſo were 
= choſcneſpecially of the holyGhoſt that 
| A, 14. they might preach the Ghoſpell to all 
1 nations: And alſo had preached it in 
many places and prouinces, vet neyther 
of them would take that office, to the 
end that they might teach by their ex- 
ample, that ſuch controuerſies which 
concerne matters of fayth and religion 
ought to be brought to the ordinary 
Prelats of the Church, or to the Coun- 
cellconſiſting of them. | 
The other is that the Councellof 
the Apoſtles in the which that contro⸗ 
nerſy 
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uerſy was determined, there was no 
teſti mony of ſcripture brought, Which 
belonged directly to Cucumciſion, 


though there be many for both parts, 


if it had beene fitting one of them only 
to haue ended the contention. For this 
place — * haue beene brought for 
circumeiſion: This is my Couenant which 


you 5ball ebſerue betweene me and you, and thy Cen. 17. 
ſeede after thy. All ibe male Kinde of youshalbe "* * 


circumciſed, Mud you thall circumciſe the flesh of 


Jour prepuce , that it may be ſor «ſigne of the 


Couen ant betweene me and ou Cc. as well 
the home-bred , as the bought ſeruant of whom 


ſeeuer be is, not of your ſtock, and my coue- 


nant tbalbe in your flesh for a perpetuall coue- 
nant . But if it be an externall couenant 
as here it is ſayd, it is of neceſſity to be 
alwaies kept, enen in the Euangelicall 
law: And not only of the le wei but ot 
others alſo who are not of the ſtocke of 
the Iewes. On the other ſide might be 
alleadged that of Deuteronomy . Our 


Lordihy God wil circumciſe thy bart, and the pag, 30 


hart of thy ſeed. Where it is inſinuated, 6 + 
that Circumciſion of fleſn is not to 
remaine in the new Teſtament , but 
that the Circumciſion of the hart is to 
ſucceed 


— 
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ſucceed in the place thereof . As alſs 
that of leremy: Becircumctjedioour Lord, 
and take away the prepuce of your barts , as if 
he thould lay, I do not require the cit- 
cumciſion of fleſh, but of the hart; 
which conſiſteth in the in ward contri- 
tion and greife for finnes, Theſe and 
ſuch like might be taken out of the 
Scripture for both parts. But it was 
not ſo done . For the Ap 
gathered together inCouncAl gaue ſen- 
tence, by the direction and aſſiſtance of 
God , the which God had promiſed to 
them and their ſucceſſours for euer. 

After the tyme of the Apoſtles there 
arole other new controueſies in diuers 

places and ages, which is certaine out 
of the Eccleſiaſticall hiſtorics ro haue 
beene decided cyther by the Romaine 
biſhops, or by (ome approucd Coun. 
cells. And thoſe who would not yeald 
to their ſentence, were accounted al- 
Waicsand condemned for herctikes. I 
will bring forth ſome plaine examples 
euen of thoſe which do firſt occure. 

The firſt controuerſy was : whe⸗ 
ther the Paſch ought to be celebrated 
with the Iewes ,on the fourtecnth day 


of 


_ being 


of Contronerſies . : inn 
of the firlt month, as many did hould ride Eu- 
in 4fi«, who for that cauſe were called ſeb. l.s. 


Quartadecimani , or only vpon Sunday as bi Eccleſ. 
now it is. This truly after many Coun» . 23-& 


cells and aſſemblies of diuers Biſhops/*1*®* * 


was decided and ended by Vier the 
Pope, Anno Domini 198. | 

The ſecond was, Whether the 
Church might abſolue the from ſinnes, Vide 5a. 
vyho were fallen after baptiſme. Noua- ron. circa 
tian did deny it. But he was candem - exndem 
ned of errour in the Roman Councell ππLn. 


by Pope Cornelius, Anno Chriſti 255 


The third was, whether in God 


there was three perſons really diſtinct. 
Sabelliu denyed it, affirming that there 


was but one perſon which had three 
offices, of creation, redemption, and 
Sanctification. But he alſo was con- ſu>te 54. 
demned in the Councell of Alexandria, row . 

in the tyme of Pope Silueſter, Anno Chrifls = 


310 
be fourth, whether Chriſt be a 


pure man, as other who be mor tall, & 


hath nothing more in nature and per- 


ſon then we haue? Paulus Samoſatenus did 


affirme it: But he allo was condemned 


in the councell of Antioch in the tyme of 
Pope 


& 
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Inxte B4. Pope Dionpſiu, Anno Chriſti 266. 
n The firit was. Whether Chriſt 
Eu ſeb. I 7. were the eternall word of his Father, 
cap. 27. and of the lame ſubſtance wich him? 

Arius denyed it, affirming that the word 

ot the word not to haue beene from e- 
Vide dua, ternity, burcreated of God intymeof 
epi. A- nothing, and of another ſubſtance from 
le ran. E. God. And therefore that God was not 
picſ Alex. al wayes a Father, but that there was 
quarum v- ome tyme, when he waz not Father, 
ua extat a. But he was cohdemned in the firſt ge- 
ue Socre, nerall Councell of Nice in the ty me of 


lib. 1. c. 3. e , 
— Pope Silacſter, and Conſtantine the Empe- 


Theod, J, Tour, Anno 325. ; ; 
| Gang 1 The fi xt was, whether in Chriſt 


t here be tW O Perlons, as there are tWo 
natures, divine and human ? Neſterius 
Bichop of Cenſtuntmeple did affit me it, 

but he was like wile condemned in the 
Generall Councecll of Epneſws , in the 
tyme of Pope Celeſtine, and Theodoſizghe 
Emperour 4310 424. and before by Cy- 

vill in the Counccil of Alexandria Anno 

1 0 : 

5 ” The ſeaueth was, whether in 
Chriſt there be two natures? Eutiches, 
aud Dzoſcorus la yd, that before the hypo- 
8 ſtaticall 
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ſtaticall vnion, there was two natures %% @.q 
diuine and humaine: But after the vni- Vaſg. tom. 
on that both two came into one, and 1. in 3. par. ? 
were made one. But they both were P. J bom. 
condemned in the generall Councell of in 4p 
Chalcedon, in the tyme of Pope Les, 
and Marcian the Emperour Ann⁰‘ 45 4. 

Fhe eight, whether there was one 
will only in Chriſt? Macariu Patriarcb 
of Antioch, Cyrus of Alexandria, Sergiu of 
Cenſlantinople, and ſome others although 
they acknowledged two natures to be 
in Chriſt, yet they ſayd that there was 
in him but one will, to wit the duine, 
as is recorded by S. Thomas, and there- 73: +9. 
fore they were called Monothelites: this 8 . r. 
their opinion was condemned in the 
third generall Councell of Conſtanti- 
nople vnder Pope Agatho, and the Em- 
perour Conſtantine the 4. in the yeare 
679. But whether theſe vnderſtood by - 
the name of will, the power or the o- F ide Baro. 
perat ion, is to be ſeene in Gabriel Vaſe 
que. EW OY 25 ent er 

The 9. Whether the holy Ghoſt be, 
God, The Macedonians deny it, of 
whome thus writes S. Auguſtine. The N 
Macedonians came ſrom one Macedonius 

H who 
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— who was biſhop of Cõſtãtinople: theſe 
of the Greckes are called alſo #111juaree 


exo), becauſe they cõtended about the 
holy Ghoſt. For as concerning the 


Father and the Sonne, they beleeue 


aright, that they are of one & the ſame 
ſubſtance nature and eſſence, but they 
deny this of the holy Ghoſt , ſay ing 
that he is but a creature, Thelc were 
condemned in thefirſt generall Coun- 
cell of Conſtantineple vnder Pope Damaſu 
and the Emperour Theodoſins . © 


The tenth is: Whether baptiſme 


may ebe reiterated , or one may be 
baptized twice ? Which controuer- 
ſy may be two waits vnderſtood. Firſt 
whether baptiſme if it be once giuen 
well, may be reitcrated againe. Mar- 


Edbiph. cion affirmed it, as Epiphanius is witneſſe; 


br. 42. for he writeth thus of Marcion: After 
paulo peſt he haddeflowerd (ſayth he) a certaine Vir- 
principe' gin intheCitty, and wasfled away, but yet 
aſterwardes ſound in that great fault, the cou- 

ſener muented « ſecond lauer to himſelſe , affir- 

ming that three were lau ſull, to wit, three 

Baptiſmes ſor the remiſſion of ſinnes, to the end 

that” if any 4ball ſinne aſter the firit doing pen- 
nance, be might "take the ſecond, and alſo the 
| - third 
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tlird, if he should be ſound in fault after the 
ſecond. Againe it may be vnderitood, 


whether Baptilme giuen of Heretikes 


may be reiterated? I he Donatiſts affic= 
med it, ho did baptizc again all thoſe 
who were baptized of Catholikes, as 


S. Auguſtin dot h witneſic, becauſe they 


accounted Catholikes for Heretikes, 
and ſo thought that Baptiſme giuenot 
Heretikes was of no value, as is to be 
ſeene in Vaſquez, Theſe were condem- 


med in the Roman Councell vnder 


Melc biades the Pope, nns Domini 313. 


Aug. in J. 


e H. 


cap. 69. 


2 q-diſp. 


146.C- 2. 


The eleuenth is, whether a man Aud 
without the grace of God can full fill Baron. 


the Law only by the force of nature, 
if he be willing. Pelagiu and Celeſſiu 


aflirmed it, but they were both con- 


demned in the Councell: of Carthage 
and Mileuitane in the tyme of Pope In- 
nocentius the fiiſt, Anno 416. iuxta compu» 
lum. | 125 | . 

The twelft, whether Children 


are borne in originall finne, and to 


waſh away the ſame do need Baptiſm ? 
The ſame Authors denyed it Pelagiu 
and Celeſtius, as ,. Auguſtine doth affir- 


me: They deny (ſayth he) that chilaren born 


1 carnally 


5 
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carnaly of Adam, do contract the infefiion of 
the old death in their firſt natiuity. For ſo they 
aſſir me. that they are borne without any bond of 
original ſinne, 48 though there were not any 
thing to be remitted in their ſecond natiuity 
Bit thattherefore they are baptixed, to the end, 
that being adopted by regeneration, they maybe 
admittedto the kingdome of God, as;ranſlated 

ſrom good ro better, not being abſoluea by this 
renouation from any euill of the old obligation. 

But this errour was condemned in the 
Milenitane Councell cap. 2. and after- 

Aug. in l. wards of Pope Zeſinus, as 8. Anguſtine al- 


die perc. o- ſq is witneſſe. 


8. fa. 6. In theſe and ſuch like Contro- 
& ſequen - uerſ. yes, which nowfor breuity I omit, 
three thinges are to be conſidered. Firſt 
that one partofthem who contended 
is clearely and manifeſtly condemned. 
Secondly that this condemnation was 
vttered & pronounced by the Catho- 
like Church, as judge: which ſome- 
tymes gaue ſentence by the Pope, who 
is the head and paſtour of the ſame 
Church, and ſomety mes by Councells 
Which repreſent the whole Church. 
Thirdly, that the Lgtherans, and the 
Caluiniſts doe confelle that this con- 


demnation 


i 
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demnstjon was lawfully pronounced. 
For they conſeſſe, that Neuatian, Sabelli- 
us, Samoſatenus, Aut, Neflorims, Eutiches, & 
Dioſcos iu, and the Monot helits, the Mac ede 
mans, the Donatifls, and the Pelagians to 


haue bene juſtly condemned, & that 


they areandoughtto be accounted for 
Heretiks. Aud that by no other means 
then by the ſentence of the Eatholike 
Church. For if the Scripture only 
ſhould haue been Iudge, & the Church 
ſhould net haue giuen ſentence at all, 
theſe Controuerlyes would haue con- 
tinued euen to this preſent day: nor 
yet would it euer have beene cleare & 
manifeſt to all, that thoſe Authours a- 
fore- named were to be had, and ac- 
counted for Heretikes . Now ſeeing 
that they were condemned by the 
Church, the matter is plaine, & with- 


out all doubt. 


Perchance you will fay, what 
if the Church herlclfeſhould haue er- 
red in giving ſentence ? I anſwere. 
This to be iuſt as much, as though one 


ſhould ſay. What if Chriſt his Apoſtles 


and Prophet: ſhould [ye? For theytell 


vs, that the Church cannot erre, be- 


H 3 cauſe 


24 
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cauſe, as Chriſt himiclfe ſayth , his 
Mathis. Church is founded ypon a rocke, and 
18. the gates of hell (hail not pccuaile a- 
z. Tim. 3. gaiuſt her. She is the piller nd firma- 
I ment of truth to S. Paul. Aud Iſaiadaith 
„ ſhe ſhall neuer bluſh, nor be confoun- 
Thid. v. 17. ded, And in another place: A laſper- 

ſtone js in the defeale thereof. And 2 

little after: Every tongue reſiſting in 

judgment, challbe condemned. 


THR Ii. ARG@YTMENT., 


Driwne from the Analogy and provoye 
tion of the Ciuill Iudge concerning 
naten belonging 10 the com- 

O wealth. 


H 1s argument, which may beſt 

illuſtrate the matter, may well be 
propounded in this manner. A mani- 
fold Analogy, or proportion may be 
leene betweenethingesapertaining to 
faith and Religion on the one ſide, & 
thinges meerely Politike, and Ciuill 
on theother , Firſt, for euen as in poli- 
tike, & Ciuill affaires oftenty mes con- 
| froOuUCTe 
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troucrlyes, and contentions do ariſe, 
which require ſome iudge, who may 
giue lentence between the contending | 
partyes;lofalleth it out in matters af 
fayth, and religion . 2. As in Giuill 
controuerſies, theſe three things are 
diſtinguiſhed, The ludge, the written 
law , and the cuſtome: jo alſo in con- 
trouerſies of faith, theſe three, the Iudge, 
the whole Scripture of both teſtaments 
and tradition. 3. As a ſecular Prince or 
Magiſtrate doth exerciſe the office of 
a iudge in deciding of Ciuill contro- 
uer ſies:ſo alſo the Prince of the Church 
or Eecleſiaſticall Synod doth exerciſe 
the like office in decyding controuer- 
ſies of fayth . 4. As the ritten Jaw is a 
certaine rule which the ſecular Iudge 
doth follow in deciding of Ciuill con- 
tentions, ſo alſo the Scripture of both 
Teſtaments, is a certaine line or rule 
which the Eccleſiaſtical} Iudge doth 
follow in decyding gontrouerſies of 
fayth. 5. As only the written law is 
nat a ſufficient rule for all Ciuill cauſes 
but the written la wand cuſtome with- 
all: ſo alſo the Seripture only of both 
Teſtantents, is not a ſufficient and en- 
pies | HH 4 tire 
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tirerule of all controucrucs of fayth g 

vnlcile tradition be adioyned. 
Theſe hitherto are manifeſt , Yet 
leaſt that there be any doubt therein, I 
will expouad them all breifly . And 
firſt that the ſecular Prince or Magi- 
ſtrate may vſe the office of a iudge in 
Ciuill cauſes, needeth no long proofe. 
For daily experience goth wittneſle 
this in all Prouinces and Kingdomes. 
For in cuery place, Ciuill cauſes and 
contentions arc brought to the ſeculat 
Princeor Magiſtrate, whom the par- 
ties at variance do acknowledp to be 
their lawfull ludge, which is well 
knowne by the Ciuill and Canonlaw: 
for in each of them there are titles con- 
cerning the ordinary Iudge, and him 
who is the iudge delegate. Neyther is 
there any ſo ignorant and foolith that 
by the ordinary or delegate iudge vn- 
detſtandeth the written law, when it 
i certaine that he is the ordinary, who 
hath the ordinary juriſdiction and 
power, and him to bea iudge delegate 
who receauing power of the ordinary 
ſupplies his office and place. | 
Morcouer that the written law 
| cannot 
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eannot be iudge may caſily be proucd, 
and moſt plainly in theſe three caſes. 
Firſt when it is obſcure and doùbtfullʒ 
for then there is need of ſome other 
judge or interpreterwho may expound | 
the meaning of it. Secondly when one 
la ſeemeth to repugne anotherwhich 
happenth very often: For then a iudge 
is needfull ho may reconcile them 


together. Thirdly when the words of 


the law which are general], ought to 
be reſtrained in ſome particuler caſe, 
yet they are in no wiſe limitted. Which 
then happeneth, when ſomt particu - 
ler cale doth occur, which the law 
did not foreſce miglit happen. And yet 
perchance if he bad knowne would 
not haue comprehended it in the law: 
therefore in ſuch a caſe one mult ĩudge 
againſt the words of the law. But then 
w ho ſhalbe iudge? Not the law it ſelfe, 
for it neuer giueth ſentence againſt it 
ſcife . Therefore there muſt be ſome 
other Tudge beſides the law. 

Now laſtly, that only the written 


Jaw cannot be a ſt fficient rule for the 


deciding of all Ciuill controuerfics 
whatſocuer, but beſides it, alſo cu- 
| H 5 ſtome 
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ſtome is to be admitted, is moſt cet» 
taine amongſt the Lawyers: Aud eſpe- 
Cially in two caſes. Firſt when ſome 
controucriy doth eriſe, of the which 
Leg. 31 ff. there is no written law tor then cuſt- 
de legibus. me is to be taken for la, and ought 
to be no lctle obſerued, according to 
that: Thoſe things which are appro- 
ucd by long cuſtome, and obſerucd for 
many yeares as a lccret agreement of 
the Cittizens, are to be kept no leſſe the 
thoſe things which are Witten. 
| Secondly, hen thereſis extant in-. 
deed a Mitten law, yet there is ſome 
8 doubt about the lẽſe or meauing theres 
of, which cannot be knowne but by 
cuſtome or traditiõ that taketh place of 
which is ſaid in the lav: For then the 
boſt interpreter of the Lawes is Cu- 
ſtome : and that our Emperour Seue. 
tex. a0. ff, tus hath written, how that in doubts 
we legibus . which procced from Lawes , either cu. 
ſtome or the authority of things iudged 
alwaies inthe ſame manner ought to 
haue the force of a law. . 


28. can bedefined out of the written law. 
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| Perchance you Wil ſay: what if 
n. ſomecontrourrly occur which neither 
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nor out ot any cuitome: what then 
ſhalbe the rule that the iudge ought to 
follow ? I anſwere: Then the matter 
muſt be taken vp according to that e- 
quity which doth proceed out of the 
law of nature But this eſpecially hap- 
peneth, when ſome cetta ine Caſe doth 
occur, which is vnderſtood 1 
to the wordes of the law, but not t 

the meaning of the law · giuer, as before 
was ſaid. For then the Iudge is to giue 
ſentence according to that which he 
thinketh to be iuſt and right. I he very 
lame may happen in Controuerſies of 
faith. Foritany controuerſy ſhould a- 
riſe Which cannot manifeſtly be deei- 
ded neither by Scriptute nortradition, 
recour ſe pteſently ere to be made to 
the help of the holy Ghoſt, who al- 
though he aſſiſt the Church in al occa- 
ſions, yet in this eſpecially he doth 
teach her al truth, as Chriſt himſclfe 
hath promiſed. And this remedy allo .. 
the Apoſtles haue vſed in that Councel 
of Hieruſalem, where they were alle m- 
bled about circumciſion and the obicr- 
uation of le gall rites and ceremonies. 
Now thelc be the argumets by which 

| hicher co 
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hitherto hath beene proued, that the 
Scripture cannot be ludge of contro- 
uerſies in faith, but that the Church. 
may. Now.itremayneth that we dili- 
genily weigh and conſider the teſtimo- 
nies of Scripture which were propoũ- 
ded in the beginning, and which ate 
obiected and often repeated by our ad- 
uer lar ĩes againſt this doctr ine, but not 
in that orderas they were propounded, 
but as they ate placed in the Scripture 
of the old and new teſtament one after 
another. And truly by the cxamining 
of theſe, as I did before inſinuate, it 
wilbe manifeſt that ſome of them are 


nothing to the purpoſe, and the reſt ra- 
ther make for vs then for them. But to 


conclude and ſpeake freely as the mat- 
ter is indeede,I affirme, that our ad- 
uetſaties who al waics ſo much boaſt & 
bragge of Scripture, vnderſtaad no- 
thing leſſe then the true ſenſe & mca- 
ning of the Scripture. 


A 


.' aeainſtvs hene are examined. 


THz I. TESTIMONY. 


ory ſalnot ad to the word that 1 ſpeaks 


to v. Andthis alſo. V/hat I come 
maund thee, that only do to our Lord, neither ad 
any thing nor diminiih. e 


Out of which the aduerſaries ge- 
nerally gather theſe two poynts. Firſt 


that all Traditions which Catholikes 
admit ought to be vtterly reiected. But 
what is their reaſon ? Becauſe forſooth 


noth ing is to be added to the written 


word ol God. Secondly that no huma 
precepts(luch as are the commande - 


ments of faſting lent, abſtinence from 


fleſh on Fryday and Saturday, of the 


ſingle life of Pricſts & ſuch like) ought 


ts be obſerued . But wherefore? Be- 
cauſe ſay they, that only is to be done 


_ which Chriſt hath cõmaunded: what- 
. ſocucr men commaund is not to be 
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Deitt. 4.2, 
Dent, xn, 
2. 


done. Thus they, but very fooliſhly.as 1 


wil ew two waics, Furſt by diſpro- 
23 „„ 


tre, 16. fo 
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uing their falſe interpretation. And 
agaiue by ſhe ing the true ſenſe and 
meaning of theſe places of Scripture. 
Nou firlt chac their interpretati- 
on is falſe, they themſelues cannot deny 
yaleſſe they will altogeather be accoũ- 
ted fool iſh and impudent. For if all tra- 
dit ions ought to be refuſed, the Apo- 
ſtle himſelte muſt be reiected, who 
ſaith, Hould the Traditions which you 
haue lcarned, whether it be by words, 
or by our Epiſtle; Likewiſe if al human 
precepts ſhould be contemned, and that 
only theuld be done which God com- 
maundeth; What ſhould. we ſay of the 
Rechabits, who molt diligently ob- 
ſerued the precept of their Father ſena- 
dabꝭdid they am iſſe therein ? Thistru y 
were to be ſayd according to our Ad- 
verſaries; but it is far other iſe, ſe ing 
that for ſo doing they are commended 
by God himſelte. . 
If our Aduerſaries Know not this, 
let them hecre Hieremy the Prophet 
ſpeakingin theſe words: The word that 
was made to-leremy from our Lord in the daies 
of lockim, the Sonne of loſias, the King of Inda, 
[<jmg, Go tothe bauſe of the Rechabits, & ſpeaks 
"00 


to thew,andrbou halt bt | 
#/our Lord into one chamber of the treoſurtes 
and thou thalt giue them vyne le driviks. pee 7 
rooke Iexontas the ſonne of leremai, the Sonne 
o/ Ha ſamius and b brethren, and all bis oe 


and the who!e: bowſe of the Rechabites; And 4 
brought them into the lou ſe of our Lord . = 
And | ſet beſlſp the ſouncs of the howſe of ib EF 
Rechabitsgobletts full of ©0600 0 det end. 11 


ſaid to them, erinke wy anſa 
will not drinke ne, . lenadab theſoure 
of Recab our Father com maumded vs ſaying: you 1 
thall not drinks wyne , you and your Children ſen: bil 
ener: And vou shall not build bowſes & ou hal FT 
not ow ſeede, and yous14ll not plant rinepards 
net haus any, but yew hl dwellintabern«cles 
al your dayes, tbat yow may line many daes xpon 
the ſace of the land herein hom. are flrangers: 
we therſore haue obryed ibe voice of lenadab the 
ſorme of Rechab our Father in all things that be 
commaunded vi: ſo that we drinks not * 
all our dayes , we and our wines, our | | 
and our Dangbters: And we builds not howſes 
to inhabit, and vinczard, and/eild., and ſecde 
wee haue not had: but we haue diveltmitaber-- 
nacles, and we haue beene obedient according te 
«ll things that Tonadab our Father comm : 
WG Cc. And ibe word ef our Lord was to Ierewy 
ſeqmge 
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ſaying : Thus ſayth the Lord of Hoſts, the God of | 
Iſrael ; go and ſay to the men of Iuda and to tis 
inhabitants of Hieruſalem , VV by will yon not 
rece aue diſcipline , to obey my words, ſayib our 
Lord; The words of louadab the ſonne of Rechab 
haue preuailed „ whnch he com maunded bis ſon- 
net not to drinke wyne, and they baue not drunke 2 
vntill this day, becauſe they haue od yed the 5 \ 
maundement of ther Father: but I baueſpoken | 
to you earlyriſing, and ſpeaking and you haus not 
obeyed me. And haue ſent to you all my ſer- 


uanti the Prophets riſing earely, and ſending and 


ſaying : Returne je ener) one from his moſt wic. 
led way , and make your ſtudies good c. And 
yon haue not enclineil yoar eare nor beard me. 
The Children therefore of lonadab the ſonne of 
Rechab, haue firmely kept the precepts of their 
Father which be commanunded them: But this 
people bene not obezed me. Therefore thus ſayth 
the Lord of hoſts, the Godof Ifraell : bebould 1 


vill bring vpen luda, and vpon all the inhabi- 


tants of Hieruſalem all the affliction, which l 
haue ſpoken againſt ibem, becauſe I haue ſpoken. 
to them and they haue not heard: I haue called 
them and they haue not anſweared me: but to the 
howſe of the kec haliti leremy ſazd: Thus ſayib 
the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſraell: For that 
vom haue obeyed the commaundment of Ionadab 
Jour 
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your Father, and haue kept all bis commaund- 
ments, and haue done «li things that be comaun- 
ded o. Therefore tbus ſayth the Lord of Hoſts 
the Godof Iſraell: There Shall not ant a man 
of the ſtocke of lon . dab the ſonne of Rechab lan. 


ding in my ſigbt all Gayes. 
In this exainple three things are to 


be noted. Firit that ebe precept Which 
was giuen to the Rechabites Was moſt 
hard. For what is harder then that huſ. 
bands and wiues, young men, and 


Z young maides, not only for a ſhort 


ty me, as the N2zarcans did, but as long 
as euer they liued ſhould abſtaine from 
all kynde of wy ne, and neuer ſhould 
dwell in bowies „ ner ſow their 
grounds , nor plant any vineyards? 
Secondly that this precept was not di- 
uine but humane, it appearcth by the 
oppoſition which God made. For thus 
he argueth. The Rechadits did obſetue 
the precept which they recciued from 
man; how much more ought the lewes 
to keep the precept which they recei- 
ued from God? Thirdly that the Re- 

chabits not only did well and com- 
mendably in obſeruing the precept. of 
their Father Ionadab, but alſo thereby 
1 deſerued 
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deierued a peculiat bleſſiug from Cod: 
whereas eonttare w iſe the le wes deſer- 
ued nothing but great puniſhment. 
For it is layd to the Rechabits. There 
$hal not want 4 man of the fiocke of lonadab 
the [onne of Rechab jtandtng in my ſight al dates, 
But to the Iewes ; I will bring vpon you 
Hines. 

Now from hence let our aduerſa- 
ries if they be wile infer theſe tew vee 


ritics. Fir ſt that the Catholikes obſer- 


uing the precepts of the Church, do no 
lefle well and laudably then did the 
Rechabites, by keeping the precept of 
their Father Ionadab. For doubtleſſe 
it is no lefle commendable to obey the 
Church our common mother then it 


. was for them to obey a private man 


their Father. And cucn as the Recha- 
bitcs did not fione againſt that aforſaid 
place, what I commaund you that only 
do to our Lord: euen ſo neyther the 


* owe ILY n crab 


Catholikes ſinne againſt it. Secondly | 


the cauſe why Catholikes haue conti- 


nued and do continue {till , is becauſe 
they kcep diligently the commaund- 
ments of the Church : and how much 
morediligently one doth obſeruc them 
o 


n 
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ſo many more benefits he ſhall recciue 
from Cod, and that lomce others do not 
prolper, becauſe of the one ſide they 
contemne the precepts of the Church, 
in the which they are not lo perſect as 
t he Rechabits were, And on theother 
they do not oblerue the tenne com- 
maundments, in the which they are 
like the Iewes . But that they may pre- 
tend {ome kind of excuſe for this the ir 


damnable laſi neſſe, they hould that the 
ten commaundement are impollible to 
be kept: In the whica they make Goda 


ty rant, as though he would commaund 
man that which is not in his power to 
fulfill. . 3 

But this may ſuffice to ouerthrow 
their falſe interpretation. The true in- 


terpretation therefor is this: Tou shall not Put. 4.1. 


ad to the word that I ſpeake to you, neyther ib all 
jou take away from it. Wu ich is generally 
to be vnderſtood of ceremoniall and 
iudiciall precepts, Which were giuen 
of God by Meſes. And this is the ſenſe: 
I haue giuen ceremonaall precepts ta 
you which preſcribe tie rites of wor- 
chiping God, and [udiciall which pre- 
leribe the rites of keeping iuſtice in Ci- 

| 12 uil] 


Dult. 49. 


14. 
Deut. 7. 


20. 


Det. zi. 


- 29, 
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123 
ail matters and thoſe which belen 

to the Common wealth. Both of whicn 
you ought perfectly and entirely to ob- 
(crue:for this is the ſignification of that, 
Teu shall not ad, nor take away. Wh ich truly 
in other words, but in the ſame ſenſe 


0/ the Indge 


is explicated in another place, here it 
is ſayd, de not decline eyther from the right 
hand or the leſt. And againe. That be may 
learne to feare our Lord bis God and keepe bis 


worde and ceremonies, nor decline to the right |! 
fide nor to the left. And alittle after. For I | 


know that aſter my death yow will do wichedly , 
and will decline quickly from the way that 
baue commanded you; and li ce wiſe in the 
booke of Ioſue, Take courage and be ſtrong, 
that then keepe and do all the Lau which Moſes 
my Seruant hath commaunded thee : decline not 
from it totheright band or to the leſt . 
Therefore out ef that place ſo vn- 
derſtood, as truly it ought to be vnder- 


ſtood , the aduerſaries cannot argue o- | 


therwiſe then thus. The Tewes ought 
to obſerue the precepts of God wholly 


and entirely, not declining trom them 


neyther to the right hand nor to the 


left, therefore we Chriſtians, beſi es 


the Scripture, ought not to admit any 
tradition 


e ee 


Py, K tw 


of Controuerfies . 123 
tradition which we haue receaued 
trom the Apoliles , Speftatum admifi 


Cc. 
But that place in Deuteronomy. 


PP bat I commaund thee, this only do to our Lord, D ext.r2, 


wether add any thing nor dimimsb , is eſpe- * 
cially vadcritood ot one ceremontall 
precept, to wit of the precept of ſacri- 


"ficing as appeareth. Of which this is 


the lenſe and meaning... When thou 
comeſt into the land of Paleſtine in the 
which thou goeſt, and thou ſhalt offer 
a ſacrifice to thy Lord thy God, thou 
ſhalt not imitate the Centills, who 
offer their ſonnes and daughters to falſe 
Gods by fyer. But this only thou ſhalt 
offer, the which I comma und thee , as 
of Beaſts, S heepe, Goats, Kidds, Oxen, 
Calues, Pigeons, Sparowes, and Fu:- 
tle-doucs :of fruits of the Earth, Bread, 
Mcalc , Salt, Frankincenſe, a bundle 
of greene cares of Corne, and wheat: 
of Liquors, Bloud, Wyne, Ovlc, and 
Water. Do thu only, that is, offer to our 
Lord: Nether 4d in) thing, of the ſacritices 
of the Gentills , ner diminiib any thing 
of them which were now paxticuletly 
ſet do wue. Now out of this place the 
TS: aducrſarics 


' a$fooltth as the tormer. 
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aduerſaric: can no otherwiſe conclnd 


then in this manner. The Tewes ovche 


only to offer thaſe things in ſacrifice; 

which were preſetibed of God: there- 
fore we Chriſtians may not keepe the 
precepts of the Church: w hich 1 is cuen 


T nx II. TrSsTIMONr. 


* Yu; 20. Rather to 115 law, 1 fo | 


be teſtimony. 


From bcencetheaduerſaries oather | 


that the Ievwes in the old Teſtament, 
when any caritrouerly did ariſe, Mcie 


feat pretenrly to thelawand tettimeny, | 
that is to the Scripture cuen as to their | 
woge. But they erre profly .Firit be- 


caulſe it hath beene ſhe Wed before, that 
the Indpe of controuerfies in the old 
Teſtsment was not the Scripture, but 
the High Prieſt. Secondly, becauſe 
thole Words, to the lam axdieilimony much 
otker wayes art to be vnderſtood then 


our aduttlatics ſuppoſe , as appeareth 
by the precedent words Which are 
theſe: And when they shall ſay tojou: Ake of 
_ 8.19 Dy; hots * of Deuners,wwhich whiſper in their 


in Par teenis; 
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inchantements : shall not the people aibę viſion of 
their God for the liuing of the dead? ſo the law 
rather, and to the teſtimony . And iſ they ſpea ke 
not according tothu word, the) ihall not haue the 
morning li ht. Where it is plainly ſpoken 
againit them Who aske counſellof the 
Pythones and Deuiners, about future 
cucnts, and are temitted plainly to the 
law which for biddeth it. 


yphen thou art entred the lend which our Deut 18.8. 


Lerd thy God shall giue then, beware thou be not 
willing to imitate the abbominations oj thoſe na- 
tions. Neither let there be found in thee any that 
conſulteth with Pythons or Deuiners, and ſecbeth 


' the truth of the dead, partly ts the tclti- 


mony ot the Prophets, who where 
placed of God, to foretell future things, 
as in the third of Kings we may ſce. 


And Ic ſapbat ſaid:is their not beer (ome Prophet Reg zb ea. 


of our Lord, that we may abe by kim? 
Therefore the ſenſe ot the words tothe 
law and teſtimony, is this: If you will be 
certificd of future euents, yow ought. 
nottoaske Counſell of the Pythons as 
daul did, becauſc God hath forbiddey 
this to be done by his law , vnto the 
which Iremit you: but aske Counſell 
of the Prophets of our Lerd, whoſe 
I 4 _ office 


: * 5.15. 


: Coloſ.1., 


t. Pet. t. 18 
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orlice is to pronouuce of future euents. 
But wit 15 this to the iudge of the 
C ontrouerfics? Verily nothing at a]: 
Valeſſe our aducriarics will argue in 
this manner: As concerning turure 
euentszit is nat lawiull ro aske Coune 
lell ot the Pyrhones : therefore only 
che Scripture is the iudge of Contro- 
ueriies. Fruly m>it fooliſhly, and yet 
which is to be admired their yerychicite 
Rabbins of all arc not aſhamed to vſe 
ſuch manner of arguing, of whom 
Chriit himſeife hath forewarncd vs 
ſavi g: Let ſuch followes alone, for they are 
lind themſelues, and leaders of them that are 
blind, 

Tre III. TESTIMONY. 
* OV haue made ſraftrate the comm unnd- 

ment of God for your owne tradition. An d 
theorie: place in S. Paul: Beware leaf 


any man deceaue you by Philoſophy , and vane 


fallacy, according to the tradition of men. And 
that in S. Peter: Tou are redeemed from 


Jour vane conuerſation of your Fathers tradi- 


lien. 
From hence our aducrſarics gather 
that 


P OO." IG. 8 


ſalem Scribes and Phariſees ſaging, i ds thy 


vas often to be vied whylſt they were 


the lets, yuleſſe they often wash their hard. bf 
tate not, bolding the traditions of the ancients. 12 


ſix water pots were put according to the purifi- 
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that all traditions are condemned of 
Chriſt and his Apoſiles, and that Scrip= 
ture alone is ſufficient. But it is not ſo. 
For thelc cited places ate viiderttood of 
the Icwestraditions, Which were ob- 
let ued of the Phariſies: but nor of the 
traditions of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, 
which our aduerſaries oppugne, and 
we defend. But that there Were aiuecrs 
traditions ot the leu nun out 


of the Scripture. 
The firft Was, tbattheir hands weite 


to be waſhed before raking of meat, as 
in this place: Then came to him from Hierw-. PETE 
3:1 


arſcrples tran'preſſe the traditions of tie anctents? 
For they wa not their hands when they eate 
bread. 

IT he ſecond is, that this waſhing 


eating, as in S. Mark: The Phariſees and all 

* Mark.7* 
Allo at the marriage inCana in Galilee 

cationof the lewes, In the which Water 


potts there was water wherewithrhey 


waſhed their hands at dinner. a 
1 The 


= The third was, that vnleſſe they 
1 ware waſhed they could not take meat 
; 1 coming from the market, as S. Marc 
| 4B Har. 7. 4. recordeth: 4nd ſromthe market vnlelſe tie 
HE bee washed they eate not: and many other 
Wt: things there be that were deliuered vn. 
to them to obſerue, as the waſhing of 
Cupps, and Crules , and of brazen ve- 
ficlls ,and Bedds. 

1k The fourth is, that mcate was nat 
1 to be taken with ſinners, as is written 
| # 1425.9. 1. in S. Matth: and the Pbariſies ſerng this ſayd 
1 „ to h Diſciples, why deth your maiiter eate 

i 


Ink. 5.30, Vith Publicancs and ſinners? And in S. Luke: 
The Phariſies and Scribes murmured, ſaying to 
bu Diſciples, why do you eate aud di iube with 
Pailicanes and ſinners? 

The fifth was that none ſhould be 
permitted to be touched of {inners as 

II. 7. 39. S. Luke recordeth: And the Phariſee that 
had lid him ſetng it, ſpa be within himſelfe, ſay- 

ing: this man if were 4 Propbet on know 
| 7 certes , who and what manner of woman be is 
wt which toucheth bim, that be is a ſinner. Where 
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it manifeſtly appcareth, that the Pha- 
riſee wondred, that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer 
himſelfe to be touched of a woman that 
waz a ſinner, becauſe it was contrary 
8 


eate cares of Corne on the Saboath , as 
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to the cuſtome and tradition of the 
Phariſces, whole ſpeach was this: De- 
part from me, thou halt not came neere me be- Iſa. 65. . 
cauſe thou art vncleane. | 

The ſixt was, that vpon the Sabaoth 
it was not lav full to cute the ſicke as 
9, Luke ſayth: The Scribes and Phariſees Cal. 4. 5. 
watched if he would cure on the Saboth, that they © 
might find how to accuſe him. And like wiie 
8. lohn writeth, that certaine of the Pha- pp 
riſes ſayd : This man is not of God, that keepet ) 
not the Sabah. Where they ſpake of 
Chriſt, who on the Saboath reſtored 
ſight to a man that was blind from his 
nativity . 

The ſeauenth was, that thoſe who 

were hungry, might not gather and 


it is ſayd in S. Matth. Jeſu went through Mat b. 12. 
the Corne on the Saboath, and hu diſciples being 
hungry beg an topluck the eares and eate. And 
the Phariſies ſeing them ſaidio him. Lo thy Diſ- ® 
ciples do that which is not lawſullfer them to do 
on the Saboath day. 

The eight was, that they ſbouid 
faſt and pray often, as is recorded in S. | 
Math. by do we and the Phariſees ſaſt often 446 9.18. 


hut thy Diſciples do not faſt? and in S. Lu * , 
; | PV 


14.0 Of the Iuage | 

Luk s. 35. VV hydo the Diſciplet of lohn faſt often and mals 
obſer u4tzons ; but thine do eate anddrinke, 

Thenath was, that the tythes of 

all cthingscuen of the very leaſt thould 

be offered to GoJ,as we reade inS, 

Hach. a3. Math. that Chriſt ſayd. V Vo to hon Scribes 

ts 2 Fhariſees, Hipocrns , becauſe youtith mint 

| and aniſe , and cummin , and haue left the 

weigbtier things of the law, tudgment and mercy 

2 and fayth, theſe things you enght te haue done 

| and not omitted thoſe. Heereto tyth is ta- 

ken for to giue tythes, and this is the 

true ſenſe: Tes Phariſees giue iythes of all 

tbinget hai ſocuer, euen ot the very leaſt 

of all, which you do not as by a pre- 

cept in the law of Meyſes, but by your 

one tradition which is not written, 

and in the meane tyme you omit thoſe 

things which are commaunded in the 

law , theſe things you ſhould do, and 

notomit the other. Where it is to be 

noted, that there was no prtecept in the 

law of Meyſes, about giving of tythes 

of the leaſt things of which mention is 

| here made, but only of the tythes of 

Dent. 14 · wyne, Wheat, and oyle. Not withſtan- 

25. ding the Phatiſee : in this had a peculiar 

i cuſtome and tradition beyond others 

9 1 
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of the lewes, becauſe they gaue the 
tythes of all kynde of hearbes which LI. 11. 432 
others did not. For the which cauſe | 
one ot the Phariſees did beaſt ſaying, I 
am not as the reli of men & c. I faft twice Lal. i. i. 
4 weeks, and Niue iythes of all that I poſſeſſe. | 

The tenth was, that wholocuer 1 1 
ſhould ſweare by the Temple or by the 2.74, le 
Altar, he was not guilty ot any fault? 1 44. 
But he that ſhould ſweare by gould of 34. 0 
the temple, or ſacrifices which. were 
made on the Altar, was guilty, 28 in 
8. Matth. is written . Ve 10 you bland 
guide: that ſay, beſoeuer ihall ſucat e by tbe Math. a. 
Temple, it u nothing , bat be that bal {weare t. 
by the gould of the tæmple, u bound. Te ſoolub 
and blinde, for whether is greater, the yould or 
the temple which — * the gould? And lo- 
ſoeuer sball ſweare by the Altar it i nothing, but 
he ſoeuer ball ſweare bythe guiſt that is vpon 
it, is bound. Teu ſoolisb and blinde, for whether 
is greater the guiſt, or the Altar that ſanctiſieib 
the guift? | 

The cleuenth was, that Children 
were not bound to ho nour their pa- 
rents, or to be beneficial ynto them, but 
that je would ſuffice aboundantly to 
offer ſome guift vnto God as e read in 
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S. Mathew , PV by do youtranſareſſe the com- 
mandement of God ſor your traduion f For God 
ſayd,bonour Father and Mether, & he that shall 


curſe Father or Mother, dying let him dy . But 


Jeu ſay , vbeſocuer shall ſay to the Father or 


Mother , the puift vhatſoeuer poceedeth ſrom 
me ball profit thee , and shall not honour bis 
F. uber or his Mother, and you baue made ſru- 
rate the Commandement of God ſor your awne 
tradition. ; 

Teſe were the cheife traditions 
of the Phariſecs. For as much as we 
can gather out of the Ghoſpcil. And 
although ſomeof them were good in 
their kynd, others ill, certaine doub- 
fall or yaprofitable; Vet not withſtan- 
ding the Phariſees were reprehended 
in them all for theſe cheife cauſes. 

Firſt becauſe they by the obſerua- 
tion of then ſought vaine glory and to 
be eſteemed holy amongſt men when 
they were nothing leſſe then holy and 
godly as S. Matth. ſpeaketh of them: 


M1he13-5 Bat they do all their workes, for to be ſeene of 


of men. And very often, yes and al molt 
cucry where in the Ghaſpcll they ate 
called Hypocrices , and whited Sc- 
pulchers, 


Secon- 
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Sccoindly becaule, out of the ob- 
ſcruing of them, they gaped atter 
wealtajand riches , cipecrally out of 
long praicrs Which they recited tothat 
end, as is ſayd of Chritt in 8. Matth. Mb. g- 
Vo to Jow Scribes and Phariſees Hipocrits, be- 16. 
cauſe jou deuour widdowes howſes,praying long 
prayers. And like w iſe in 8. Marke. Taks 
heede of the Scribes, who densure widdowes 
hon ſes vnder tbe pretence of long prayer. Where 
to eate and deuour widowes how ſes is 
nothing cls but to ſpoyle and exhauſt 
them. For the Widowes came to the 
Phariſees, euen a8 vnto holy men (for 
they fayned ſanctity) and bought their 
pte yers with money. 

Thirdly , becauſe they ſuperſtiti- 
ouſly did obſcrue ſome things which 
were to little purpoſe , and did neglect 
thoſe which were of greater moment, 
as we ſhewed a little before. For they 
gaue tythes ofthoſe things which were 
leaſt of all, and did neglect mercy and 
iudgment, in iudging of thoſe cauſes 
which were brought vnto them. And 
that of S. Matth . may be taken in this 
ſenſe: They ſtrains 4 guat and ſwallow a Ca* 
mel. by 


New 


Fe Jade 
Now out of theſe it appeareth that 
all the cradicions of the lewes were not 
reptehended by Chrilt, although the 


Phatiſees were blamed deſeruedly be- 


caule they made all vie of them. For 
one of their traditions was, to tythe 
mint, rue, and cucry hearbe. Which 
doubtleſle was good of it ſelfe, for it is 
very good to giue ty thes to God gat en) 
of ſomethings which we haue, bat of 
all things wee poſlciic. And this is con- 
firmed by Chrilt himſcife, who ſayth: 
theſe things yow ought to haue done, 


and not to haue ommitted thoſe: that 


is, yo ought to haue kept the precept 


of iuſtice and mercy, and not omit the 


tradition of tything mint, and all 


kynd of hearbcs. 


From whence it directly followeth 
that the Luthecans and the Caluinilts 
ſcing they condemne all Tradition:, do 
condemne the very iudgment of Chriſt 
who approued ſome of them. For in 
the iudgement of Chriſt there be ſome 
traditions which are not to be omitted. 
But ia their opinion all are to be re- 
iected, and the Scripture only to be ad- 
mited . Theſe two opinions arc con- 
trary 


( 
[ 
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trary one to the other. But Which of 
them mult we imbracc ? Chriits doude- 
eue if we bc wile. 

Out ot which I infer againe, that 
the Lutherans and the Celuiniits can 
con clud out of this no etherwiic then 
this. Sometraditions of the led es were 
euill, therefore @llrhic traditions of the 
Cbriſtians are euill. 

Which is no conſequence at all. 
But this is much better. The leu es had 
lome traditions, beſides the Scripture. 
whictivught not be omitted, therefore 
allo the Chriſtians may haue ſome, al- 
though there be great difference bet- 
ixt them both. For the traditions of 
the Chriſtians which we now defend 
were receaucd from Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles: but ſo were not theſe of the 
Icwes. | 


TAE IIII. TESTIXON r. 


E ARCH the Scriptures. 
Lo, ſay our aducrſarics Chriſt re- 
mitteth vs tothe Scripture, eucn as to 
the ĩudge of Controverſies, This truly 


they would not {ay , it they vnderſtood 
K the 


Ioan. 3. 30. 
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the meanning of Chritt, for Chriſt in 
that Chapter dilputeth with the lewes 
who denicd hin. to be the Sonne of 
God, and therefore he proucd by foure 
kynd of teſtimonies that he was. Firſt 
by the teſtimony of S. Ioby Baptiſt. You 
haue, ſayth he, ſent to lohn, and he gaue tefit- 
mon) tothe truth. But this was his teſti- 


John. 1. 34. mony . Bebould the Lamle of God, beheuld 


who taket' away the ſinnesoſ the trorld. And 


againc., I haue giuen teſtimom;, that this in the 


Sonne of God. 
Sccondly by the teſtimony Efthoſe 
Miracles which he wror ght. I haue 
Ioan 3. 36. ſayth he, teſtimon greater then lehns For the 


wor kes which my Father hath ginen me to per- 


fe them, tie very workes then ſelues u hich 1 do 
giue tel: mon) of me, that the Father bath ſent 

Me. 
Thirdly by the ny of God 
Ioan. 5 37. the Father. And the Faiker tb at ſent me bim- 
ſelfe bathgiuenteflimony of me. As alſo when 
Mh 3. 7. he ſpake out of heazuen. This is my wel- 
heloued ſonne in whom I am well pleaſed beare 
im. Fourthly by the teſtimony of the 
old teſtament. Search the Scripturs, ſor you 
. thinke in them to haue life enerlaſting, and the 
ſame are they that gintte;itmony of me, and you 
wall 
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will not come to me , that you may banelife . As 
yt he ſhould lay. If you Will rot receaue 
the three former icitzmonics ,which 
arc inolt forcible ( otherwile I would: 
not haue made mention of them) at 
| leaſt you cannot reiect the teſtimonics 
ol Scriptures, ot the which you brag ſo 
much. And thotc if you ſcarch dili- 
gently, giue teſtimony of me, that Iam 
the truc Mcllias promiſed of God: 
Where fore then do ye not beiccuc 2 
Hcere hence I conclude that our ad- 
ucrlaries oppugne themſelues more 
then vs. For they contend that Ser ip- 
ture only is the iudge ot Controuerſics 
and that Chriſt remitteth ys to the 
Scripture alone: But the quite contra- 
ry is true. For Chriſt in the Contro- 
ucrly wh ich he had with the les, to 
Wit, Whethec he were the Sonnc of 
God, ſent them not only to the Scrip- 
ture but firſt to the teſtimony of S. Iohn 
Baptiſt. Sccondly to the teſtimony of 
Miracles, which ſhe him to be Ged. 
Tairdlyto the teſtimony of God the 
Father, ho confirmed the lame with 
a voice from heauen. And aſter ai theſe 
at leaſt he ſends them to the Scriptures. 
K 2 ve 
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We Catholikes do follow Thrift ! 
M in this matter. For in theſe controucr. | 
| ſies which we haue with our aduerla- 


| tries, not only we vſe the tcitimony of 
1 | Scripture , but alſo that of the holy 
| Fathers, that of the Church our 
' 2 Mother, and likewiſc that of Miracles, 
| 4 which oftentymes ate wrought tor the | 


confirmation of our fayth. But our ad- 
ucrſarics, as though they were wiſer 


4 that which is conteyned in the, Scrip-= 
ture. In the which they reſemble nota | 

| tlethoſe Iewes with whom Chriſt | 

had to do. For theſe reiecting all other 
teſtimonies did only admit the ſcrip- 
tute, the Which they neyther then 
vnder ſtood, nor do yet if we may bo- 
leeue S. Part, for their ſenſes ate dulled 
layth he: & a little gafter:vnt ill this pre. 
lent day when Moyſes is reada yeyic | is 
put vpon their hart. All this in this 
de may be not vnſittly applied to theſe 
our moderne aduerſar ies, as to faythfull 

lcholſars, and juſt coſen- Germans to | 


thoſe W ignorant blind & obſtinate 
Icvvcs. 
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D 471 T ſearching the Seriptures , if theſe gy, r. 


thinges were ſo. 

But heere againe our aduerſaries 
cry out that the menof Beræa did not 
haſtily avdrathly belceuc tholc things 
With the Apoſtles tould them, but exa- 
mined all things according to the rule 


ot the Scriptute, and theretote lay they 


it is allo fitting that we ſhould follow 


their example, and acknowlcdg the 


Scripture only to bethe rule & judge. 
Bur althis is iuvaine, which weill caſily 
be ſeene if we conſider the matter it 
ſelte, whereof they ſpake For thus it 
was. S. Paul the Apoſtle as iti is expreſle- 
ly che wed in the ſame Chapter, firſt at 
Theſſalonica, and after with them of 
Bercea did diſcourſe out ofthe Scriptures , de- 
claring and inſinuating that it hehoued Ch iſt to 


ſuffer and io riſe againe from the dead , and that 


ths i leſus Chrift whom preach to you, But 


nod What did tbole of Bcroa?in the 


ſelfe lame place it followeth , they recea- 
ved the word with all greedineſſe,da'ly ſearching 
the Scriptures if theſe things were ſo, | 


11. 
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[his therefore is the true ſenſe of 
that place. Ihe wen ob Berœa when 
they beard S. Paul cite ccrraine-tclti. 


monies of the Sciiprure in the old 


x Theſ.r's. 


Uerlaties conclude by 


Teſtament, by the which te affrmed- 


Chriits death and teſurcction, they 
ſearched whether the doctrine of S. Paal 
were agrecable to thole teſtimonies. 
Not truly, as though they doubted of 
tie death and reſurrection of Chriſt, for 
it was ſufficiently confi: med by the 
force of many Miracles wrought by 
the Apoſtle : But that they mipht be 
more edfafily confirmed in ſaith, if 
they ſhould {ce thoſe things which S. 
Pan had preached to haue beene tould 
21d tpnitied long before by the Pro- 
phets 
Now whatthinke you can our ad- 

this ? Nothing 
doubileſſe to the purpole , Vyleſſe pet- 
acuentt bre they conclude in this man- 
ner. The men of Bercea ſearched the 
tcſtiniony es of the Scripture cited ofS. 
Paul therctiore the Scriptur eonly! is the 
judge of Controverſies: which is euen 
like vnto this the: Lutherans ſearch out 

the ny imonics of S. Auguſt. cited by 
Os 
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Bellar, therefore S. Aug. only is the 
judge of controuerſies. Or thus.;The 
Clownes (earch out the teſtimonies ot 
Luther cited by the miniſters, therfore 
Luther only is the iudge of all Contro- 
uetſies . Oc thus. Kcmnitius in the 
examen ofthe Councell of Trent ſea— 
cheth out the traditions alle adged of 
Catholiks, therefore traditions are the 
only judge of Controuerſies. Or Laſtly 
Schollars ſearch cut the tz timonies of 
Cicero cited of their maiſter: therefore 
Cicero only is the author of the Latin 
tongue. Away With ſuch conſequences 
which arc not all worth aruth. And 
yet our aduerlaries make great zccompt 
ol them b<caulc they haue no bettet. 


Tus VI. TesrindNrY. 


T any euangeli⁊è to you be ſidi that lie 5 you 

haue reccaue d, be be anathema. 

Therefore, lax our aduct ſaries beſids 
the Ghoſpell we muſt not admit any 
traditions: but infer the quite contrary 
in this manner. If any ſhall Evangelizz 
to you any thing beſides that Which S. 
Paul hath Euangelized, be he anatuema: 
| KR 4 ; But 


152 of the Iadge 
But the Lutherans and the Caluiniſts 
do cuangelize ſomthing beſides that 
which S. Paul eu ingeliz zd, becauſe 
they oppugne traditions, which he 
hath commaunded w hen he ſay d, keepe 

2. Th:ſ. 2. the traditions, theretore the Lutherans 

4. | andthcCaluiniiſtsare anathema. 

But now let vs (ce the drift of the 


ther traditions are aſtogether to be con- 
demned or no. Truly che drift of the 
Apoltle is this, The Galathians were 
tavght of S. Paul that the ceremonies 
Gal, 2. 15. of thei aw of Moyſes were abrogated & 
that none could be ijuſtificd by thoſe 
ceremonies, but by fayth in Chriſt: but 
after ward they were brought from this 
doctrine by certayne falſe Apoſtles who 
taught them that they could not be ſa- 


were allo circumciſed , and obſerued 

the other ceremonies of Moſes law , 23 

is manifeſt by the courſe of the whole 

. v. s. c. Epiſtle, buteſpecially in theſe chapters 
3. v. 1. C. cited in the margent . And againſt 

4 v.. &. theſe falſe Apoſtles doth S. paul here dif- 
5. V. 1. pute, when he ſayth. If any euangelixe to 


Anathema. 


Apoſtle, for thence it will appeare whe- - 


ued by fayth in Chriſt, voleſſe they 


Jou, bejtaes that ich ou haue recaued, be he 


. 


any do teach you other wiſe, affirming 
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anathema. As though he had ſayd: You 
baue receiued of me, that a man is iu- 


ſtified by faith in Chriſt ,and not by 
the obſcruation of the law of Moyſes . If 


that faith inChriſt doth profit nothing 
vnleſte circumciſion , and other legall_ 
ceremonies be adioyned, be he anathe- 
ma. But from hence it doth not follow 
that the Apoſtolicall traditions are to 
be reiected, but rather that they ate to 
be retained , becaule they are not con- 
trary to that which S. Paul hath euan- 
gelized to the Galathians of, iuſtifica- 
tion, but rather they are the ſame which 
he hath cuangelize3 to the Theſſaloni- 
ans, when he ſayd, keep the traditions with 
ou haue learned 


TAE VII. TesSTIMoOny. 


A L L ScripturemſpiredofGod is profitable  —;, 
to teach, to argue, to correct, to inſlruct in 16. 85 
iuſtice, that the man of God may be perſect, in- 

ſtructea to euery good wor be. | 

Out of which place our aduerſa- is 

ries argue two Wales: Some of them £ 
thus. All ſeripture is profitable to teach 
K 5 and 


a os ee B 
3 


\ r 
r : =" > a 1 
8 — nn 2 . 
3 A Ss WAS - = 4 
7 We, er eee — ö 


99% Of the Iuage 
and to argue: Timrctoarc rraditions are 
ſuperfluous, which is much like vnto 
this: All mcatis profitable to nourich: 
Therefore drinke is nccdiciic : or els 
thus: All alſmedeedes are profitable to 
Saluation, therefore prayer is necdleſle, 


Luc. rr. 41. 
Dan.. 
24. 


and the Sacraments ate necdlelle , Alas 


who will not pitty luch follies. 

Orthus. All ſcriptute is ptofitable 
that is ſufficient: therefore traditions 
arc ncedleſſe. But what an expoſition 
zsthis? Is it che lame to be profitable, 
and to be ſufficient? it it be ſo, one may 
1. Tim. 4. alſo interpret that place of S. Paul in the 
8. ſame place: Piety is profitable to all 
things, that is, Piety is ſufficient for all 
things, therefore all other things are 
2. Tim. 4. ncedleſſe. And likewiſe that : Take 
mo Marke, and bring him with thee, for 
he is profitable to me for the miniſtery, 
that is, ſufficient: Therefore Timothy 
Titus, and Oneſimus and all the reſt 
were needleſſe. But who doth not now 
euidently perccauc, that if this licence 
of interpreting the Scripture were once 
permitted, how caly it were to corrupt 

it all. | 
But that the mattcr may appearc 
More 
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moreplainly, the text of the Apoltics 
is well to be conſidered. For the Apoſtle 
inthe cited Chapter doth exhort Ti- 
mothy the Biſhop, that he ſhould in- 
firuct his ſubiects in fayth and good 
workes; and that he hould reprehend 
h isaduetſat ies who being corrupted in | 
mynd, and reprobate concerning fayth :. Tim. 3. 
did reſiſt the truth. And that he might is. 
ſhew that he was able to per forme it, he 
addeth. But thou continue in thoſe things wich Lid. Pau- 

Vibes haſt learned, and are commited to thee : lo poſt » 


knowing of whome then haſt learned. And be- 
cauſe from thine tnfancy thou baſt knowne the 
holy Scriptures, which can inſtruct thee tu Sal- 
uation , ly the fayth that is tm Chriſt Ieſus. For 
all Scripture inſpired of God is profitable to teach 
Cc. Where by the holy Scripturs Which 
he ſayth Timothy to haue knowne, 
he mcancth the Scripture of the old 
Teſtament . For at that tyme when 
Timothy was a Caild, the Scripture 
of the new Teltament was not ex- 
tant. | | ö 

Therefore the Apoſtle in that text : 
thus doth argue. All Scripture inſpired of 1 


hend aduerſaries. But the Scripture un 
| the 


Ged ij profitable to te ach ſubiects, & repre- 
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the old Teſtament whica thou haſt 
knownc from thy infancy, is inlpured 
of God. Tacrctorc it is profitable to 
teach thy ſubiects, anꝗ torcprehend thy 
aducriacics. And When thou art well 
inſtructed with thc knowledg of that 
Scripturc , thou wiltobtaine great aide 
thereby to pertorme that which haue 
could thee , 5 
And from the ſame head, one may 
conclud in this manner: All Scripture in- 


ſpired of God profitable to teach and argue Þ 


Aad w hoſocuer is inſtructed with che 
knowledg of this Scripture, ſhall ob- 
taine great aide thereby to pet forme 
them both. 

Now out of both theſe arguments 
it followeth, that theſe three propoſi- 
tions are true according to the Apoſtle. 
1. All Scr ipturę inſpired of God is pro- 
fitable to reach and argue. 2. That the 
Seripture oft he old Teſtament is pro- 
fitable to teach and to argue .3. That 
the Scripture of the new teſtament is 
profitable to teach, and to argue . As 
therefore it doth not follow, the Scrip- 
ture of the old Teſtament is profitable, 
therefore the Scripture of the new 

Teſtament 
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Teſt ament is ncedleſſe & {uperfiuous. 


Nor th- contrary : Ihe Scripture of 


the New Teſtament is profitable, theie- 
fore the Scripture of the od Teſtament 
isſuperfluous. So alſo it doth not fol- 
low, that tradition is ſuperfluous, be- 
cauſc the old and the new Tcltament 
ate profitable. 


Tus V1LL. T ESTIMONT. 


* ORI teſtiſy to euer one hearing the words 


of the Prophecy of this booke . If any mon g. 


thali add to theſe things, God shall add vpen him 
the plagues written in thu booke. And if am 
man ball diminish of the word of the buoke of 
this Prophecy, God shall take away bis pare out of 
the lecke of life, 

H.ereby our aduerſar ĩes cc ncꝭ u de 
in this manner. If any man ſhall add 
to the words of this Apocalypticall 
Prophecy , he ſhalbe puniſhed ot God. 
But the Catholikes add traditions: 
Therefore the Catholikes ſhalbe punĩ- 
ſhed of God. They may allo conclude 
in this manner. If any man ſhall add 


155 to the words of this Apocalipticall 


prophecy he ſhilbe panithed of God. 


But 25 
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But-the Caluiniſts add Ghoſpells, E. 


ittles ot the Apoltles, the inlticucions 
of Caluin, the Cathechilme of Hidel- 
berge, Athanaſius Greed, and allo the 
fitit toure generall Councells. There- 
fore the Caluiniſts thalbe puniſhed of 
God, Or in this manncr: If any man 
ſhall diminith of the words of this A- 
pocalipticall propheey, he ſhalbe taken 


out of the booke of lite: But the Luthe- 


rans do not only diminiſhof the words 
of this Apocalipticall propheſy, bur 
alſo bring it into queſtion whether it 
be true or no; and not acknowledging 
it to be diuine and Canonicall, tell vs 
in pla ine termes that it is counterfaic & 

Apocalipticall : Therefore they ſhalbe 
taken out of the booke of life, 

But nov to the purpole. 5. lohn for- 
biddeth nothing cis, but onely that the 
words of the Av: ocryphall prophecy be 
not corrupted of any: Which he infinu- 
ateth to be done two wayes, firſt by ad- 
dition, as if one ſhould add any thing 
to the Apocalipricail prophecy, to be 
as a pirt ot it, which is not. Secondly 
by diminithing, as if one ſhauld take 


ſomcthing from it, although it did not 
be- 


'F The Catholikes doneither, But with 


£ | a N 
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belong to it, which certainly doth . 2 


an cxample Iwill declare it berter, 

S. lohn foretelleth, that in a cer- — 
ta ine tyme ewo Propbcts ſhall come, 0 
clothed with ſackcloacth , who ſhall 
prophcſy athouſandtwo bundred ſix- 
ty dayes, and ſhall haue power to thur 
heauen that it raine not in the dayes of 
their propheſy, and to turne the water 
into bloud &c. To which prophecy 
the eatholikes ad nothing at all, Which 
doth not belong vnto it, nor take any 
thing away which 1s added therto: but 
leauc it whole, as it was propheſied of 
S. Iohn. But our aduerſarits do the con- 
trary, eſpeciallythoſe who lay that Lu- | 
ther and Caluin were the two Pro- | | 
phets. For theſe, who lay this muſt of | | 
neceſſity diminiſh of the words of this 
prophecy ; ſeing that it iscertaine that 
Luther and Calvin were not cloathed 
in ſackcloathes, nor had any power of 
ſnutting heauen, nor alſo had thoſe pro- 
pertics which follow - | 
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The Concluſion of all that is comained, 
in this Booke . 


Wo things haue hitherto endea- 
1 uoured to performe. The one is 
to thew that the Scriptures cannot be 
the iudge of Controuerſies, but the 
Church. And this I haue declared fix | 
wa yes. Firit,by the office of the iudge, 
which is not fitting for the Scripture 
becauſe the Scripturecanot pronounce 
ſenzence in that manner betweene two 
at v rianct ſo that the one party may ſce 
it is for him, and the other perceaue it is 
againlt him. Secondly out of the ſcrip- 
ture it ſelfe, in the which two things 
are to be conſideted, the letter and the 
ſenſe; The letter killech as the Apoſtle 
ſayth, and is cauſe of many hereſies ,as* 
was ſhewed by divers examples. The 
ſenſe oftentymes is obſcutre and doubt- 
full, both for the apparent contradicti- 
ons which are found in euery place, & 
alſo for many other cauſes which be- 
fore were numbred, and therefore there 
is need of ſome ludge who may mani- 
felt define, that this is the lawfull 
ſenſe, 


| Of Controuerſies. 16 

ſenſc, and that the vnlaw full. Thirdly 
out of the Conti oucrites themſclues, 
becauſe there are many controucthies, 
ot the which no mention is Meceln 
the Scriptyre, and ſo coulequently can 
neytnet be defined out of Scripture . 
Fourthly out of the vic and cuſtome of 
the old Tettamer, where the Scripiure 
did nor vſe the office of a Iuoge, but 
high P:iciſt , who Was Prince ot the Si- 
nagogue w bole precept Was to be o- 
beycd vnder paincof death. Fiftly by 
the vſe and practile of the new Teſta- 
ment, wherein all Controucrkes hi- 
t hetto haue beent decided by the Pre- 
lates of the Church. Sixtly out of the 
proportion of Cinill cauſes, which 
arc not decided by the ritten law, but 
by the Prince of the Common wealth, 
nor accarding to the rule of the written 
law only , but allo according to the 
ancient cuſtomes not written, 

T he other 15 to ſhew that the teſt i- 
monies of Scripture , which are ob- 
ie cted againſt vs, eyther to be nothing 
to the purpoſe or to be rather for vs the ,- 
againſt vs, and not to be expounded 


truly by them, as for example. To the 
law 


— 
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Coatrouetſies of faytn, bu: of the fu-' ? 
ture cuents of caluall things. Ana alſo 
0 thet other place, Scarch the Scriptures 
duth rather helpe vs then our aducria- 
rics. For Chriſt when he ſayd this to 
the icwes did not diſpute with them 
out ot Scripture only (as out aducfſa— 
ries would haue ys bclecuc) but alſo 
out of the teſtimony of S. Iohn Paptiſt, to 
the which he added the refl;mony of 
| Muacics,andajlo the voice of God the 
. Fathcr ſpcaking dow ne trom heaucn, 
| thercfoic he neuer dreamed that Scrip- 
ture on y was the ludge of Contre ver- 
ſies. Toe teſt as I haue thewed arc no 
bettet expounded by our aduerfaries, as 
out of our confuraticnthe Reader if he 
b but indifferent may eaſily perceaue 
himtelte. 


4 O. 1 ion of the vu. gar pes le ain 
all tt bath veene hit he 120fejd. 


AN y that be of the more fimple 
ortthus obicct epainl vs. he 
ludge of Conrivuciites in matters of 


faith 


Il & teſtimony, is nothing to the pur-H— 
pole, becaule it is not vuderſtood of 


* 
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fayth ought to be lo infallible that he 
cannot erre. Becauſe if he erre all others 
follow ing him thould be deceaued in 
imbracing his opinion. But now it is 

1ſt plaine & man ifeſt of the one part, 
that the ſcripture is infallible, ſeing 
jt is the very word of God, Which can 
by no mcanes erre, and of thc other fide 
that no man can beinfaliible is no le ſſe 
certa ine, leingt hat euery man isa lyar 


and not any one can be found ha is Nm.. 4. 


not ſubiect to errour. According to that 
of S. Paul. God is true, but cucry man a 
lyar. I herefore the Scripture may be 
an infallible judge. Men ſeing they be 
lyars cannot: But the Pope is a man, & 
the Church is nothing but a congrega- 
tion of men. Therefore the Pope & the 
Church arc lyars and may erre. And ſo 
conſequently none is fate and ſecute in 
mattets ot fayth who tolloweth their 
doctrine. | 
This obiect ĩon if there be any force 
in it, is no lctle againſt our aducriarics 
then againſt vs. For if cucry man be a 
yar and may errc, it folg wethalſo that 
Moyſes, all the Prophets, Apoſtles, Euan- 


_— 


gelilis, Luther allo and Caluin & al che 
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- *- 
** "4 1 
A 


164 Of the Iudge 
Lutherans and Caluiniſticall preachers 
are lyats and ſubicct to errour, becaule 
they are men, tha cfore they ate not to 
be belceued or ttuſted in any thing 
neee , and they ought to bee 
doubted of, & accounted as vncertaine. 
Where then is tayth? Neyther doth it 
kelp them to ſay, that they preach the 
word ofGod and not of man, for it they 
be lyars, euen in fo ſaying they may ly. 
Nothing therefore is certaine. 

But God forbid that we ſhonld ey- 
ther ſay ſo, or thinke ſo. For it is far o- 
therwiſe. And firſt we confeſſe that the 
ſeripture is certaine and infallib'e, be- 
cauſe it is the word of Cod. But this 
we add, that ſeing it is obſcute, the law- 
full enſe thereof is not manifeſt to cucry 
one. And therefore that there is need of 
ſome other judge who may infallibly 
deliver which is the true and law full 
ſenſe of ſcripture. But euery priuat man 


cannot be this Tudge, becauſe. other- 


wiſe,thcre would be as many diuers 
Judges as there be divers heads and opi- 
nions. And ſomo controuerſy could 
euer be compoſed. For cucry one would 
lay that he vaderſtood iber ,andal 
other 
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other falfly. Therforc it is neceſſary that 
there be lome publique Iadge, who 
with authority may haue power co de- 
cidc, and end the matter betwixt the 
parties at contention. | 
Moreouer we affirme that men may Sen. 8 21. 
be conſide red ewo Waies. Firſt as the; /4ʃ. 38. 
are the Children of Adam ſubicct to di- 6. 
ucrs corrupt ions of nature. And ſo by 
that mcancs may be pronc to ly ing and 
falſity. Secondly as they are ditected & 
goucrned by the holy Ghoſt tor the in- 
ſtruction of others, and ſo they may be 
infallible and voy de ofall errour. Such 
an one in the old Teſtament wes Mojſes 
and the whole Senate of the Seniors. 
Such alſo were the high Prieſts who 
followed the. Such were the Prophets 
Tatias,Teremy , Ezechiel, Daniel, and Nu]. 11.7. 
others. Such in the new Teſtament Dent. 11.9. 
were the A poſtles, to w hom it was ſaid =. 
of Chriſt: I wilt ſend you from my father the = yan 
® » . 42120. » 
ſpirit of truth. And allo this: PV ben that ,,,,,,. . v. 
ſpirit of truth shall come, be will teach ou all Io. 15. 16. 
truth. But where there is all truth, cer- Dau. 16.13. 
ta inly there cannot be any falſhood or 
errour. 
To conclude ſuch hath beene and 
L 3 at 
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$i ae this day 1 0 N i 4 rea- 
EH ſon of tne perpctuall aſſiſtance and di- 
IT: lc ction ot the hol) Ghoſt, neuer hither- 
Arateb. xe, te hath etred, Nor cuer can erte hecte- 
Tay after. For it js built vpona firme rocke 
1. Tim. 3. and the gatcs of hell ſhall not preuaile 
18 2gainitic, It is the pillar and ꝑround of 
I. 4. 4. truth, | It ſhall never be confounded nor 
Ibid. v.a. pluſh. Ihe lſper fione is the munition 
. bid. V. 17. Of it. And it thall judge every tongue 
1 Fefliting it in ludgmcnt. Therefore it 
N is the infallible jucge which we ſecke. 
But row ther is a queſtion, whe- 
ther ell whoarc in the Chutch, haue 
ſo much aſſiſtance and direction of the 
holy Ghoſt that thcy cannot err, or no. 
Which truly is very caly to be reſolued. 
For ail ccitainly haue it, but With a cer- 
taine kynde of dependance from the 
E Church. Thereſorcas long as they re- 
maine vniĩted to the Church, they ean- 
not erre, but if they once depart from it. 
then they beginne to erre, which may 
be declated with two ſimilitudes: the 
one is taken from the proportion of a 
mans body . For if you thould aske 
whether all the members which are in 
a mans body haue vitall and ſenſible 
| ſpirits 


W 
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ſoiritts in chem, by the which life in 
them is preſerued. I anſwrare that in- 


deed all haue, but with a certaine kyad 


of dcpendance from the head and the 
hart, for theſe ſpirits are der iued trom 
t he head and the hart, as from a double 
or igen, ſpring or fountaine into the o- 
ther members. From whence it comes 
that if thoſe pores and paſſages be ſtop- 
ped & intercepted, through the which 
that diſtribution of ſpirits is made, it 
followeth alſo that the other members 
are deſtitute of their ſpirĩts and cannot 
exerciſe their office at all, but if they be 
patent and open, all is well. Euen ſo in 
the Church all the faythfull who are as 
members of the Church haue the alli- 
ſtance and direction of the holy Ghoſt, 
but which a certaine kynd of depen- 
dance of the Pope who is as the head of 
the Church: and from the Councells 
which areas the hart of the Church. 
As long therefore as they remaine vni- 
ted to the doctrine of the Pope & Coũ- 
cells, they are pertakers of the aſſiſt nce 
and gouernement of the holy Ghoſt, & 
cannot erre in fayth. But if they once 


depart by obſtinacy and ſtubborneſſe 
L 4 then 


+ 


| 1. Cor.1 
| 4 ; 10. 


Eph. 4.3 


Rom. 16, 


O0 £7 E 145 ge | 
then they begin ro thur vp all their pa- 
flaves wat the diuin: alt; tance and * 
rection cã lot bu diitribured vato them. 

An4lathey begin to (warue tro the 


U 


trutn , and become lubicct to crrour 


which happened to Arius, Neſtorius, Ma- 
cedontus, Pelagius and ſix nuudted others, 
And cruly icait the lame happen vnio 
vs, let vs heate the Counſcll of the A- 
poitle, who in cuery place doth exhort 
vs, to the agreement and\ynicy of do- 
Erine. As when he writeth thus tothe 
Rom rins. And | defire you brethren / ſaith he) 
to marke them that make diſſention & ſcandals 
contrary to the doctrine which you haue learned, 


and auopd them. And tothe Corinthians. 
1 beſeech yon brethren by the name of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, that you all ſay one thing, and that 
there be no ſchiſine among you. And to the 
Epheſians. Fe careſull to vſethe ſpirit of truth 
in the bond of peace. One body and one ſpirit, 4s 

jou are called in one hope of your Salu ation: One 
Lord one ſayth, one Baptiſme. And likewiſe 


Heb, 13. 9. to the Hebre wes Vith variances & flrang 


doctrines be not led away. 

Another fimilitude may be bor- 
rowed froma flock of ſheepe, which 
yery well doth repreſcat the Church. 
For 
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For as a whole flock being gathered ro T5 
gether in one fould , or one place, bath = 1 
the continuall afliſtance of their ſhee- 
heard who doth defend them all with 
his hooke & his dogge from thecruclty 
of wolues: euen ſo the whole Cbuich 
of the faythtull being collected in one 
fay th and in oac ſpirit, hath the pet pe- 
tuall aſſiſtãce of that diuine ſheepheard, J 
wholayd, 1 amthe god Paſtour and | know * 13 
my zheepe. And aꝑaine : Bebould | am with dogs | 
you all dayes even tothe conſumatiõ oſ the wd. „ 1 
Allo, euen as the ſheep as long as they 
remayne togeather with the flock and 
their Paſtour, they are ſafe from the bi- 
ting of wolues: euen ſo all Chriſtians, 
as long as they remaihe vnited with | 
the Church, that is, agreeing with che 
doctrine of the Church, they arc laſec 
and ſecure from all dangers of crrour 
and infidclity : And finally, as ſheepe 
which Rrayfrom the flock are deſtitute 
of the protection of their Paſtour, and . 
ſo ſubiect to be denoured of the raue- 
ning wolues: euen ſo Chriſtians who 
diſagr:e from the common ſenſe and 
doctrine of the Church, are quite de- 
ſtitute of the aſſiſtãce of the holy Ghoſt, 
- * 5 and 


70 | of the 1 udee 
and ſo in danger to fall certainly into 
peſtiferous & -damnable errours, Frem 
the which Chriſt free ys all. 
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